North Castle and Landmark Preservation

Susan R. Shimer

The Town of North Castle is blessed with a lovely landscape and a wonderful heritage, shown by the buildings that dot our community.   Within our Town are more than 100 buildings of historical significance, some dating back to revolutionary times.  These, as well as other sites of special character, should be preserved for future generations.   In 1978, the town adopted a Landmarks Preservation Ordinance designed to protect and perpetuate the exterior of these special structures. After the adoption of the original ordinance and as a result of the efforts of a number of our leading citizens, the Town in 1979 created a special historic district, the Bedford Road Historic District, consisting of the St. Stephens Episcopal Church and seven Greek Revival buildings, a streetscape of beauty and historical importance. The appearance of this area, originally called Mile Square, has been preserved because of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance.   Several other buildings in Town have been landmarked under this ordinance, including Smith’s Tavern, the headquarters of the North Castle Historical Society, Miller House, the headquarters of George Washington during the battle of North White Plains, and some private residences.

Through this communication, I would like to address the owners of homes in North Castle with historical or other special character and encourage them to consider having their home landmarked. You have chosen to live in a very special place; by landmarking your property you will allow the special character of your home to continue after you cannot remain there. You will be safeguarding the Town’s historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage.  And, our community will, through official recognition, initiated by you, demonstrate our civic pride in the beauty and noble accomplishments of the past. If you want to give consideration to landmarking your property, please be in touch with me by e mail, sshimer@optonline.net.  The landmarking process is simple and I will be happy to discuss it and its consequences with you.  

