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Ms. Ahson Simon, Io Clerk
I on of North Castle
15 Bedford Road
Armonk NY 10504

Re: Comments on Draft Scoping Document for the Vue

Dear Ms. Simon and Members of the Town Board:

The Watershed inspector General appreciates this opportunity to comment on the draft
scoping document br the proposed Vuc project in North Castle.

We thank you in advance f)r sour onsiderat or o these co uments

Respcctfulh Submitted,

Philip Bein
Watershed inspector General
Assistant Attorne General
Fnvironmental Protection Bureau
Office of the Attorney General
The (apitol
Albany. Nex York 1224

8j 776-24

Charles Silver. Ph.D.
W.+-... L I .. -. .,J 1---

dL1 SnCu 1fl5pcLuI .Jnrai I1hIlL

Environmental Protection Bureau
Office of the Attorney General
lhc Capitol
Albany, Ne York 12224
(D18) 7i6-239



SEQRA Scoping Comments for the Draft EIS
The Vue

1700 Old Orchard Street
Town of North Castle

Westchester County, New York

Comments of the Office of Watershed Inspector General

January 25, 2017

The Ofticc of the Watershed Inspector General (“WIG” or “WIG Office”)’
respectfully submits these comments on the scoping document for the draft
environmental impact statement (“DEIS”), with respect to the proposed Vue multi-family
housing project. The Vue Project is located in the Tovn of North Castle in Westchester
Counts. NY (“The Vue Project” or “Project”k in these comments we request that the
DEIS anaix ze purchase of the Site br Neu York Ch at fair market alue as an alternati\ c
to the project.

ePro’ect

The proposed Vue Project is on 12 acres of a 22-acre forested parcel. l’he Project
uould disturb 6.7 acres of land, create almost three and a half acres of imperious

surface, and is located within 750 feet of the Kensico Resenoir in the New York Ch
Watershed. If The Vue Project is approed. the remaining 10 acres uill become

permanently preserved open space. (The Jennie Clarkson Campus, hich is a public
school in Westchester County for grades 7-12, occupies 14 acres of land adjacent to the
proposed Vue site,) The Vue Project includes to 4-5 story buildings with 200
residential units and 420 underground parking spaces. Twenty of the residential units
\sill he Affirmath ely Furthering Fair Housing.

The Kensico Reservoir

Fhe Kensico Reserxoir typicalh supplies drinking wnter to 8 million people each
day. It contains water conveyed from the City’s six Catskill and Delawnre system
reser oirs located West of the Hudson River, as flell as water from its own watershed,

The pesluon ofW-IG as esrablisaed by F\ecufl\e Order \o 86 on August i9. 1998. and

continued n accordance ith E\ecutie Order o. 5 on Januar 1. 200 See 9 NYCRR f 5 86. 6 5

Pursuant to these E\ecutlve Orders, the IG’s purpose is “to enhance current efforb to protect the Ness

York Cit drinking ssater supply t’rom activities that have the potential to adversely affect the Ness York

City Watershed reservoirs and tributaries,” See j4 § 5,86 The WIG is a Joint appointee of the Governor

and Attorney General within the employ of the Attorney General



which consists of 6i60 acres of land. The Kensico Reservoir \\ atershed is highly
developed, and includes portions of the Towns of Harrison. Mount Pleasant. North
Castle. Nevv Castle. and GreenwcL Connecticut. Water is usually detained in the
Ken sico Reserv oir for 15 to 25 day bfbre enternu the \\ C distribution sv sterr

Ensuring viater quality ir the Kensico Reservoir is of the utmost concern beca se
it is a terminal reservoir the last st p befre the water is distributed to consumers
Kensico Reservoir vvater is unfiltered and receives limited treatment (e.g.. chlorination
and orthophosphate) before it reaches the taps of New Yorkers. The Project Site lies vveli
within the sixtv-dav travel time” of the ater vvhich is supplied to consumers. Sixty da s
is generally vievved as the life span for many disease-causing microbes in fresh vvater
such as Giardia lamblia and Oj.ptmporidiuir fhis limits opportunities or pollutants to
settle out. become assimilated by plants and animals o” othervsise beome attenuated.
I his contrasts sharply with water from the Catksill and Delaware system, vvhich provides
many such pollution mitigation opportunities as it flows within a chain of reservoirs and
other waterbodie over long distances and time before reaching the Kcnsco Reservoir

Development adjacent to the Kensico Reservoir is expected to increase discharges
of polluted stormvater According to FP4 land development “can result in both short-
and long-term adverse impacts to vvater quality in lakes, rivers and streams xvithin the
affected watershed by increasing the load ofxarious pollutants in receiving water bodies
including sediments, netals, organic Lompounds. pathogens. and nutrteits ‘2 Turbidit2
facilitates the transportation of pollutants including metals. organic compounds, and
pathogens. It can also shelter pathogens that pose risks to public health from exposure to
attack by chlorine, a disinfectant routinely used in the Kensico Reser oir to protect public
health. These include Giardia lamb/ia, cnptocporidium. and E. coil 01 57:1-17. all which
can cause serious illness or death. especially among very young. old and people with
compromised immune systems. in addition. the organic particles that contribute to
turbidity can also combine vvith chlorine to create disinfection by-products vhich may
increase the risk of cancer or early term miscarriage for people drinking the vvater.a

One very important method for protecting the watershed of an unfiltered water
supply sy stem is the ownership and preserx ation of land in its natural undeveloped state.
The land acts as a sponge. absorbing and filtering stormwater pollutants before they reach
.1_-.fl -. .. ‘,. IT,, ,-i,,r’,-L-J-1.-. 1 () .-.4t. 1 1 t.,iui i-’esel von. Lfl HURLS ufliX .) 0 ui aie ianu v iHufi ui i\,eilslLo ati siieu,

This percentage is much less than that of vyatersheds in other cities that operate unfiltered

EPA. Draft Proposed Rule for Effluent Limitations Guidelines and New Sourcc Performance Standards
for the Construction and Development Categor. Docket No. 01644. at 49-50. Fehruar\ 12. 2002.

in August 1999. the largest outbreak of vaterborne E uli 01 5’:H illness in I nited States hister\
occurred at the V ashinatori C’unw Fai in New ork, when a privaie drinking water uppk well hecam
contaminated with that pathogen. tnfectrng 781 people. and resulting in the hospitalization of7l people an
two deaths.

See National Resear ‘ Wate M n e nt foi Potable Water Suppi . sces [ N
Yoik Cm Strategy’ P ‘ 0
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Catski ard )c a rare st a ead ‘i h s sc b r 1 I t 7
iltri. 10 ‘\ idance )ctcrm natior rhic i allow he C t per tc it, drinking ma e

v ith ut fitratior P found that s g uficant mpro er e t t the City s abil’ty o
prercnt rranage, and control turbiditr in the Catskill S stem [which supplies almost ha
of the water in Kensico Reservoir) is required in order to maintain filtration av idance for
the I ngtenu “

Pollution of the Kensico Reserm oi could threaten the Citm s ability to maintain
iltiatioi avuldancL which would require it to build a fi’tratioii plant tor its distribution
system The plant would entail capital expenditures of over $10 billion and annual
peration and maintenance costs exceeding $1 )0 million f nder the federal Safe
Drinking ‘ ater et 42 LS C § 300fet gq (SDWA”), EPA promuigatud the SurfarL
Water I reatment Rule, which requires that a public drinking water system supplied bm
u face waters satisfy water qualitm standards either Em installing a filtration system or br

meeting criteria including a ‘watershed control program’ to protect t mc qual’ty of the
rater in the absence of filtratio , Sec 40 C F R S 14 70 14L71

i nder the SD\m \, Kensico water must eorripiy w tn water qualitm stanuands nor
urbidity and pathogens I PA limits raw water turbidity at the intake t the distributior

sr stem n the Reservoir I urbiditm at this location in excess of 5 nephelometric turbidity
units $ not allowed. Sec 40 CF R § 141 71 (a)(2) In addition. because of the health risks
associated with pathogens in a drinking water supplr EPA requires that each unfiltered
watei system meet strict requirements “ensurin that the system is not a source of a
waterborne disease )utbreak” 40 CF R § 141 71

The WIG’s Recommendations

Crim en the size of the proposed area of der elopment, its extremeh sens t m e
ocation cE se to the Kensico Reservoir and the relatrr ely small percentage of

undeeloped land in the Kensico Watershed the WIG opposes the Vue Projec as
proposed ana belier es that ir its place New York C itm shourd purchase the 22 acru
forested land at fair market ‘alue so that it will continue to function as a m ital pollutior
buffer ccordingly. the DEIS should fully rem iew the City s purchase of the site at El
marke alue as an alternati e to the Project

We are concerned that the ‘rue Project could cause adrerse impacts to t mc

Kensico R sLrm oi first the Proj c would reate almost 3 acres of imperm 10 $ sur be

and phys call disturb an additional acres f mdjaccnt orcstcd am hat currently
hsorbs mud ilt r rmwte no lu an s prem t mg hem iro dis h gi g mt t at
eservoi



Second, the Project itse f would likely generate addi io ml stormwater poll itants

d nrg t co mt ion and opert n h I r t ould ca se o t ii cliii a
eio ion and sedimentatior (qg iltati n from xca\atlon) and discharges turbidity in

runoffi increased storm’ ater flcx from additional imperi iou surfaces: and runoff

containing other pollutants eg.. oil. grease. and automotive fluids from parking areas.

fib icr. shrub and tree fertilizers from iandscaped arcas pesticides from lawns: and

pathogens carried in st rmi atcr nto the Re crvoir from ne vlv ‘rc ited imperx bus

surfaces)

If you have any questions about the WiGs scoping comments. please do not

hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Thank von for your consideration of these comments.

Philip 8cm
Watershed inspcctoi Gnera1
Assistant ttomei General
bnvi ronmental Protection Bureau
Office of the ttornev General
The Capitol
\lbany New \o k 12224
(l8) 77624l3

Charles Silver, Ph.D
WIG untist
Em ironmental Protection Bureau
Office of the Attorney General
The Capitol
Albany, New York i 2224
(518) 7762395
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