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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

To residents and members of The North Castle Historical Society, 

We in North Castle are most fortunate to be living in an area so rich in 
American History. The very existe~ce of North Castle was a factor in the 
shaping of the American Colonies, and, during the Revolutionary War the 
Battle of White Plains, Washington's Headquarters, the detainment of Major 
Andre, and many other important events during this period, contributed 
significantly to the cause of freedom. There have been many interesting 
people, places and events on the North Castle scene over the years and it is 
one aim of the North Castle Historical Society to research and publish some 
of this distinciive and fascinating past so that the knowledge collected can 
be made available t o  the residents and members of the Society. 

The Board of Trustees of the North Castle Historical Society, in dis- 
cussing ways of informing residents of this heritage, decided the best 
method would be a bulletin such as you are now reading, not only because it 
is an effective means of disseminating iiiformation, but also because of its 
permanent historical value to future generations. 

The bulletin will eventually be published twice a year, but depending 
on several factors may be published only once a year for the first year or so. 
The Society is very young and shouldn't bite off more than it can chew too 
soon. 

This FIRST EDITION is being sent to all North Castle residents gratis. 
Future editions should be available in some of the local stores for a nominal 
fee but members of the Society will automatically receive theirs as part of  
their membership in the Society. You can be assured of a complete set by 
joining the Society now. There is information elsewhere in this bulletin on 
where and bow to join. I would like to point out however, that joining the 
Society does not obligate you to be active except as you desire, but the 
Society does have an urgent need for your financial support. 

I feel sure you will enjoy this first edition of 'Worth Castle History" 
as we tried t,o make i t  meaningful and interesting to all ages, as well as 
historically accurate. We will continue this endeavor in future editions. 
Your comments and suggestions are most welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsay 13. Welling, Jr. 
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TOWN HALL REACHES QUARTER CENTURY 

by Jane Fehrs 
Although there was no fanfare and no cake with candles, April 1, 1974 

marked the twenty-fifth birthday of North Castle's Town Hall. Few of to- 
day's residents realize that North Castle was the first town in the State of 
New York t o  build a town hall with capital reserve funds frugally saved over 
the,years, and that, prior to 1949, when the present "modern colonial" 
building was completed, North Castle's "make-do" public offices were 
located in private homes, taverns, stores, workshops, and' a former horse 
stable. 

There are no records of where the Town Board met in the earliest days 
of North Castle history. The town officers probably held infrequent meetings 
in their homes throughout the township (which until 1791 included the 
present town of New Castle). 

From 1798 until approximately 1856, North Castle town meetings 
were held in Smith's Tavern (which was, until recently, the Datlowe property 
on Route 22 and is now owned by Hillside Church) the home of Captain 
John Smith, Innkeeper, and later, of his son, Samuel Purdy Smith. This 
building, in addition to providing spacious quarters for official town 
functions, had the extra attraction of a tap room which dispensed spirits. 
This might have had some bearing on the fact that town meetings of that era 
occasionally lasted for three days. 

The Datlowc house, which now belongs to The Hillside Church, 
was once Smith's Tavern and a North Castle Town Hall 

Later, town meetings were held in private homes in various parts of 
town. During the Civil War years the town officers met in the carpenter's 
shop of the Rev. Isaac Dyckmali Vermiiye, rector of St. Stephen's Church. 



After 1875, for over thirty years, North Castle Town Meetings were 
held at a shop owned by the widow of Thomas R. Smith, shoemaker. (This 
building, later remodeled into a home, is located at the corner of'Annadale 
St. and Main St.)The shop became officially known as "Town Hall" and sub- 
sequently as the "Towil House". It was North Castle's principle meeting 
place until it was vacated by the town in 1909, although, during the Gay 
Nineties, the town officials held additional meetings in offices located in 
local stores and homes. 

In 1910, ihe Town Board rented a hall from Council No. 65 of the 
Junior Order of  United American Mechanics, a secret fraternal order. This 
hall, located in  what is now a rear workshop to the Stromak Gallery on 
Maple Ave., was originally a horse stable that had been added to the rear of 
a private residence. It was converted for Town Hall use in 1910 (see sketch), 
and served North Castle as such for almost forty years. 

Fuel shortage nothing new 
During the fuel oil shortage of the early 1940's, a period of bitter 

cold winters, additional heating was needed for the Maple Ave. Town Hall. 

North Castle's last rented 
Town Halt, 1948 

Inside diagram 



A small pot-bellied stove was instalied at the entrance to tile offices of tlie 
Tax Collector and Town Clerk, with a fan blowing the heat into each cubicle. 
Another larger antique pot-bellied stove, a railroad station type supplied by 
I. Frederick Acker, was set up in the rear of the meeting room. Joe Miller, 
<hen as now the Towti clerk; was  leased when the Town Supervisor pre- 
ferred him to sit at  the Supervisor's end of the conference tabie at Town 
Meetings, as this meant Joe would occupy the "hot seat" next to the small 
stove on cold nights. Incidentally, the Town Secretary, who was seated in 
No-Man's-Land between the two stoves, was assigned to both the Town 
Clerk and the Tax Collector, and also answered police telephone calls! 

Police aid cupid 
The North Castle Police moved to their present location in a wing of 

the "new" Town Hall building when it was completed in 1949. They 
formerly had been situated i!i a small shed on Main Street, the property 
belonging to a tavern; Backed up against the south side of the building that 
now houses Ann Stephen's store, the police station was located on the pre- 
sent parking lot of GG's North. 

A rough log structure, this station was a regular stop for eloping 
couples who considered North Castle a veritable Gretna Green in an era of 
quick legal weddings. The local police became most proficient at giving 
nuptial directions, calming nervous affianced lovers, and arousing Justices of 
the Peace in the wee small hours. (It is not recorded whether they ever 
caught the bride's bouauet!) 

Town's first Police station 

Town pays cash 
At the time of the completion of the present Town Hall in 1949, 

North Castle, under the leadership of Town Supervisol, James D. Hopkins, 

5. 



held the unique position of being the first town in the state of New York to 
build a town hall with capital reserve funds saved over the years. The town 
paid $87,000--$7,500 for nine acres, $70,000 for the building, $10,000 for 
furnishings --in "cold hard cash;" 

For many years previously, the officials of North Castle had been dis- 
satisfied with their rented quarters. Finally in 1944, New York State amend- 
ed the General Municipal Law, t o  permit towns to set aside monies each 
year for this type of municipal construction, instead of having t o  issue bonds 
or wait for lump sum windfalls as in the past. 

North Castle immediately started allocating $10,000 yearly to its 
Town Hall Capital Reserve Fund. All monies from the sale .of town proper- 
ties were also added to it. Finally, the necessary amount was realized and in 
1949 the construction firm of Monda and Munoz of Brooklyn completed 
the red brick building designed by architect Lawrence M. Loeb of White 
Plains, and Henry H. Moger, Jr. of Armonk. 

When commended for North Castle's financial achievement, Supenisor 
Hopkins stated, "The pay-as-you-go policy has taken root here to such an ex- 
tent that the town debt has been cut from $500,000 to $54,000 and the last 
bond will be burned at the new Town Hall in 1952." 

. . .  

Town Hall, Spring 1974. 

The "new" Town Hall is now the "old" Town Hall, and there are 
those who believe that it too should be replaced. But regardless of what 
changes may come, North Castle will rarely achieve a day of greater pride 
tlian twenty-five years ago when it moved its administrative and police 
facilities from two rented sheds to a modern new building-with CASH 
in hand! 

(Information on  the history of North Castle Town meeting places prior t o  
1910 was obtained from "North Castle's Town Meetings and Meeting Places" 
by Richard N. Lander, in the July 1949 issue of The Westchester County 
Historical Society Bulletin. The author is also indebted to the prodigious 
memory of Joe Miller, North Castle Town Clerk, and his extensive files on 
North Castle history). 



TO MIDDLE PATENT SCHOOL ..... with Love 

by Doris Finch Watson 
Have you ever driven past Middle Patent School, the little building at 

the corner of Round Hill Road and Banksville-Bedford Road (sometimes 
called Greenwich Road) and wondered about it's past? It's closed and 
boarded up now, but for many families in this area it holds wonderful 
memories. I'd like to share some of them with you. 

The early school 
Back in 1812 this was an area of scattered farms, many with young 

children in the household, and plans were made to build a schoolhouse to 
serve these families. In 1813 the first Middle Patent School opened its doors. 
That first building stood close to the road, near the present exit drive, and 
was a little one room wooden school built on land which had been part of 
the Hobby farm. 

My great-grandfather, Marvin Nash Finch, was one of the early students 
in that first school. The boys lielped with the wood, piled high in the fall to 
keep the stove going all winter when students wake' to school in ice and 
deep snow. Recess time and the noon lunch hour meant lunch out of a 
basket, then walks in the woods behind the school where several trails were 
marked out, or fishing in the Mianus Brook at the corner. 

"The Big Rock" 
Another noontime joy was sliding down "The Big Rock," and many 

a pair of pants suffered from those trips. Take a minute some day and stop 
for a look at "The Big Rock" - it was playground equipment provided by 
Nature, for the holes in the back made hand and f o d  spaces to  reach the top, 
and then the slide down! 

in addition to schoolwork during the week, the building was used on 
Sundays when the itinerant pastors of the Methodist Church came to preach 
in the schoolhouse prior to the budding of the first Middle Patent Church in 
1826. (The present church was built in 1847.) 

The "readin', writin' and 'rithmatic" that great-grandfather Marvin 
Finch learned in Middle Patent School helped with all the planning and 
figuring when he opened Finch's Store in 1860. His son, my Grandfather, 
William S. Finch, and then his son, Walter S. Finch, my dad, all attended 
that first Middle Patent School. 

Some o f  the early family names on the school records include: 
Mead, Banks, Finch, Hobby, Platt, Reynolds, Smith, Lyon, Miller and 
Palmer. When the teacher was hired by the Board, arrangements were made 
for her to  live with one of the families the area. 

By the mid-eighteen hundreds there were seven school districts in the 
Town of North Castle, and Middle Patent School was District Two. (East 



Middle Patent was District One, Coman Hill was District Three and $0 on, 
with Districts Six and Seven in Kensico and North White Plains area.) 

That first little one-room Middle Patent School served for over one 
hundred years, all during the Civil War, the Spanish American War, and right 
up through 191 5 when plans were made for the present building. 

The second Middle Patent School 
By 19 15 the school population had increased, and the old school had 

seen over a hundred years of wear and tear. Plans were completed for a new 
two-room school. When built, it had two entrances: the boys' entrance on 
the left and the girls' on the right. A big stove near tile front of the large 
room supplied the heat. Fresh water came from the outdoor pump ... along 

Middle Patent School 

with wet feet! In the nineteen-thirties when the coal furnace was put in the 
cellar and indoor plumbing was provided, the taxpayers thought their taxes 
would "go out of sight." By 1935 a small kitchen with sink, stove and refri- 
gerator was installed in the cellar, and some of the older girls enjoyed cooking 
classes. Later some of the mothers used the little kitchen to serve hot soup 
and food at lunch hour. 

When I went to Middle Patent School we were allowed the freedom 
of the woods a t  lunch hour, and we walked and ran on the same trails as my 
great-grandfather Finch - out to Lookout Rock (above Round Hill Road) 
and back to the hut, which was made of branches and old logs leaning 
against the overhanging rock (where Gina Lane and Troy Lane are today). 



Some of us rode bicycles to school, and on cold or rainy days my dad 
would pack ten or twelve of us into his Ford for the trip t o  school or back. 
In earlier days there was no transportation to high school, but by the time 
I went, there was transportation to Mount Kisco High School. 

Closed on election days 
The children always looked forward t o  Election Day, for the voting 

took place in the school, meaning a day off. When I went to Middle Patent 
there were eight grades, just as in earlier times. Grades one through three 
were in the little room at the front, grades four through eight were in the 
big room. The teacher would call each class (sometimes only two, and 
usually not more than five students per class) up around his desk t o  hear the 
lesson, and the remaining classes worked at  theirseats. 

School was called by the ring of an old handbell. When the school was 
closed, the bell was taken over t o  the new Coman Hill School, and it is 
still used there by the Principal, and kept in her office. That bell called us 
in from recess, from lunch, and it signaled the close of school each day. I've 
wondered about the old wall clock which the teacher used t o  wind by hand. 
If anyone knows about it, I'd like to know. Or if anyone has pictures of 
Middle Patent School, we would love t o  share them! 

When it came time to take Regents Examinations, we had to be driven 
up t o  Bedford Hills Higb School, where we found strange faces, an unknown 
building and teachers we'd never seen before. It always seemed good to get 
back to Middle Patent again! 

Larger population 
As more children carhe into the district, a new room was added to the 

Left side of the school -then another at the rear. As the years passed the grade 

9. 














