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Moving a schoolhouse was a significant project in a very eventful vear in North Castle.

Drawing of East Middle Patent School
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The North (astle Historical Society

Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members and Friends,

Anyone visiting our headguarters complex at the corner of Cox Avenue and Route
22 showuld be amazed when they learn that the North Castle Historical Society is only
15 years old. Through the unstinting efforts of many volunteers, and the generous
contributions of residents past and present, we have managed to bring history alive
for residents of our town.

In past years, Smith's Tavern and the blacksmith shop have offered our residents
the opportunity to see what life was like in North Castle before our current hustle and
bustle. With the determined efforts of a number of volunteers under the capable and
hardworking guidance of John Schnoor, 1086 saw completion of the renovation of
the East Middle Patent one room school. A fitting opening for owr newest addition
was the multigrade class, held at the school for two days late last June, with the
children and veacher Linda LaPine veplete in costume of an earlier time. We're
delighted to see the many school children who come to see our exhibits and to
participate in a Colonial Crafts Day which we offer each spring for them.

We hope that each of you will visit our exhibits this year. Don't forget we're open
on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 1-3:30 P:M. And, if you have a little spare
time, we'd like to ask if you could help on some of our brojects; different talents are
needed; so please give us your help. Give me aring and we’ll talk about how you can

help,

Sincerely,

o B e

Susan R, Sftimer



NORTH CASTLE REVISITED
By Barbara Massi

1986 is an important milestone in North Castle’s history. 250 vears ago, on
April 6th, 1736, the settlers in the area gathered to hold the first town meeting:

April v 6t 1736
*Ar A Lawful Town Meeting for to Choose town officers in Novth Castle.

Maoses Quimby  Clerk
George Dennis  Supervisor
Jonathan Ogden, Constable

Shubel Rowley
Assessors
Benjamir. Carpenter

Samuel Dean, Shubel Rowley and Joseph Green, Highway Masters. Jonathan
Ogden, Pounder. Samuel Dean and John Merritt, Fence Viewers and Prisers of
Damages.”

Co-Chair Barbara Massi addressing assembled celebrants.



With those words the Town of North Castle was formally organized. We can
only assumne that the meeting consisted of additional discussion. However,
nothing further was recorded.

Early town meetings were held only once a year, primarily to elect positions
of responsibility, and to resolve a problem or two: ... that all Rams that is
found upon the Commons from the First day of August to the first day of Now. shall
be taken up and Gelt.”” As the town grew, so the meetings grew and sometime
duting the latter part of the 19th Century it became necessary to hold them
more than once a year. Eventually they became more commeonly known as
Town Board meetings, and today they are held twice a month.

A different kind of town meeting was held in March, 1985, This gathering
consisted of citizens from townwide organizations who were invited to plan a
250th Anniversary celebration in 1986. Suggestions were put forth by a
previously formed Steering Committee: a Ball, Historic Site Tour, Concert in
the Purk, Parade, Commemorative Service, and Festival. During the next few
weeks an Executive Committee was formed to carry out each phase of the
celebration which had grown to include commemorative signs around the
town, historic site plaques (self-supported by homeowners with houses built
priot to 1800}, commemorative items, and bunting draped on buildings of
businesses and organizations throughout the town (also self-supported). The
second volume of Historical Records of North Castle, r7o1-1848 was in the
process of being planned, written and printed by a Publication Committee
which had begun working on the book in 1984, This 375 page book was
published last April.

A fund-raising letter was mailed townwide in October of 1985 and in six
months over $21,000.00 was raised. Two newsletters were sent to residents to
keep them abreast of the activities, signs were placed under the existing “*By
Grant of Indian Chiefs” signs in North White Plains and Banksville, and metal
signs were erected along roads leading into North Castle in each area of the
town identifying that area and signifying the anniversary year.

The Anniversary Ball was held Saturday, April 5th at the Canyon Club in
Armonk. This enchanting and elegant affair included a cocktail hour, hors
d’oeuvres, a prime ribs dinner, carafes of wine and a centerpiece at each table,
and dancing until 1:00 a.m. A plaque was presented to Richard N. Lander in
honor of his 40 years as Town Historian, and at midnight an anniversary cake
was cut as the 400 enthusiastic revelers sang *‘Happy Anniversary’ in a toast to
the Town of North Castle! Supervisor John A, Lombardi read a proclamation
declaring that the official celebration had begun. It was now April 6th 1986,
250 years from the date of the first town meeting held on that date in 1736. The
celebration would continue for two months!



Each week a vignette on the town’s history was published in the North Castle
News, commemotative items went on sale, the North Castle Adult Education
Committee sponsored a four part series of lectures and slides entitled “Early
Days in North Castle,’ The North Castle Historical Society continued its
year-long exhibit “*Capsule Views of North Castle History,” and the Armonk
Lions Club dedicated its annual Fol-de-Rol to the anniversary, calling it
*“Twelve Score and Ten.”

The Historic Site Tour was held on May 31st, at which time many historic
landmarks across the twenty-six square miles of North Castle were visited.
This tour by bus included a stop for refreshments at historic Smith's Tavern,
headquarters of The North Castle Historical Society. On Friday night, June
6th, the 26th U.S. Army Band stationed at Fort Hamilton, New York gave a
very captivating and memorable concert. Although plans called for the concert
to be held outdoors, the program had to be moved to the Byram Hills High
School auditorium because of rain. The enthusiasm of those who attended was
not dampened by the rainstorm outside, however, and reflected the upbeat
tone of a varfery of music from Sousa, to Southern, to *“New York, New York,”
a few of which were sung by the band’s vocalists. Three encores were necessary
Lefore the audience would allow the concert o end!

Local residents carry the colors in anniversary parade.




Grand Marshal Richard N. Lander led the anniversary parade.

The weather forecast did not look good for the Parade, Commemorative
Service, and Festival to be beld the next day, Saturday, June 7th. However,
because of the necessary commitments to bands, performers, speakers, food
concessions, etc., who could not give a rain date, the Committee had decided
early on that these events would have to be held rain or shine. Fortunately the
Committee had made contingency plans to use the H.C. Crittenden Middle
School and rent a 200-foot tent as insurance against rain. This would not help
the parade, however, and although the rain had stopped by the next mormning,
the clouds remained threatening.

The parade started promptly at 10:00 a.m. as the church bells rang and fire
horns blew. It was led by the North Castle Revolutionary Militia — town
history buffs carrying the American, State, County and North Castle® flags,
guarded by three Continental soldiers. Next came the Mount Kisco Ancient
Fife and Drum Corps who set a lively pace for those who followed: the Grand
Marshal, the 250th Anniversary Committee, Honorary Chairmen, the Town

*an anniversary gift from the Armonk Lions Club




Board and other officials, and three divisions of marchers including a
Revolutionary group, numerous North Castle organizations which included
residents of all ages, four other bands, firetrucks, a smattering of antique cars
spotted throughout the parade, 2 number of very unigque and appropriate
floats, large Belgian draft horses pulling a wagon, a clown on a high one-
wheeler, and an old fashioned big bike.

Although it started to drizzle lightly as the parade approached Main Street it
did not deter the marchers or the viewers who lined the parade route, many of
whom were there not only to enjoy the parade, but to cheer on their marching
friends or relatives. The orpganizers and town officials, who were placed in a
reviewing area after they marched, expressed amazement at the turnout of
marchers, the professionalism of the bands, and the beauty and creativity of the
floats, The pearade ended at the Crittenden School complex where the
Commemorative Service stage had been set up. As the drizzle continued,
however, it became apparent that the Commemorative Service would have to
be held in the Crittenden School auditorium, and the school's stage was
prepared to accommodate the guest speakers as the audience filed into their
seats, The service was at once scholarly, bumorous and nostalgic — a profound
exercise in the reflective mood of the occasion.

The drizzie continued, at times becoming more than a drizzle, and although
the Festival was called ** A Day in the Park,” the park was so wet it could not be
used. The variety band, hired to play at the Gazebo all day, moved from the
Gazebo to the auditorium and back again, finally setting up under the food tent
where the barbershop quartet entertained. The 18th and 19th Century crafts
were set up in the school’s cafeteria, and the two huge Air Kastle bounces were
put in the gym. Organizations’ displays that couldn’t remain outside were put
into the hallways, and the Revolutionary group, hired to encamp, display, and
perform two battles, moved from the sogey ballfields to the cafeteria where
they demonstrated military life during the Revolution while periodically
performing drills on the school’s driveway. The sheepshearer and sheep, as well
as the Armonk Airport display, settled under the school’s portico while a video
replay of the parade was shown throughout the day in the school’s foyer where
the technological displays had been set up., A magician and organ grinder
wandered through the school.

Although the turnout for the June 7th events was lower than anticipated
because of the rain, it was obvious that a good time was had by all those who
attended.



The Committee expressed its gratitude that the many events surrounding
North Castle’s 230th Anniversary were so well recetved. A detailed Program of
Dedication and Celebration, passed out on June 7th, will give the reader an
indication of the tremendous effort put forth by those many dedicated North
Castle residents who donated time, ta‘xent and money to make North Castle’s
250th Anniversary a success!

Steering Committee:

Richard N. Lander (Chairman, appointed by the Town Board), Pat Bresha, Rebecca Kittredge
and Gene Matusow (Town Board Representatives), Barbara Massi, Guy Pupale,

Executive Committee:

Richard N. Lander, Co-Chairman; Barbara Massi, Co-Chairman/Coordinator; Marguerite
Lewls, Secretary; Irene Sandford, Treasurer; Rebecea Kittredge, Gene Matusow, Liaison to Town
Board; Bruce Barnard, Historic Site Tour Chairman; Piers Curry, Fund Raising Chairman;
Walter Ehoodin, "' A Day in the Park” Co-Chalrman; Guy Papale, Concert Chairman; George
Pouder, Historic Site Plagues Chairman; George Renner, Parade Chairman; Carole Steinberg,
Ball Chairman; Norman Stone, Publicity Chairman; Doris Watson, Program Chairman.

Sub Commitice Chajrmen:

Beverages: Carole Steinberg; Bunting: Rebecca Kittredge; Commemorative Irems: Eileen
Herberr, Ann Puralik; Crafts: Susan Shimer; Entertainment: Marlene Ehoodin; Flowers for
Stage: Dorothy Alexander, Maggie Limburg; Food Concessions: Frances Bernard, Nancy
Wallach; N.C. Organizations' Displays: Barbara McGrath; Park Preparation: Dave Ammerman;
Signs (Metal): James R. Cartuso; Signs (Wooden) Dr. William Peecook, John Schroor; Special
Assistant to Chairmen: Lynda Fisher.

Publication Committee:
Richard N. Lander and Barbara 8. Masst, Co-Editors, Priscilla Cypher, Hon. James I, Hopkins,

Helen Manner, Lewis J. Massi, Thomas R. Parker, Irene Sandford, Norman M. Stone, Dorts
Finch Watson.



NORTH CASTLE — 1736-1986

Commemorative Address on the Occasion of
North Castle’s 250th Anniversary

By James D. Hopkins

I join with all of you in expressing my deep admiration and gratitude to Dick
Lander and Barbara Massi for the masterful way in which they have planned
and brought to fruition all the many parts of these exercises marking the
passage of 250 years since the founding of North Castle, The entire celebration
in an appropriate and inspiring style shows respect for, and belief in, the
traditions of our town. Dick and Barbara and all your co-workers, you have
performed magnificently.

250 years! One quarter of a millennium, one eighth of the measurement of
the calendar anno domini. A considerable span of time in the recorded history
of people. Put in a different and more personal light, it represents eight
generations, which means that all of us here today have had mote than 250
direct parents, in blood lines, in that period of time. We are apt to speculate
over such a length of history whether its course might have been shifted if
certain events had not occurred. As Pascal said, the Roman Empire might have
taken a different path if Cleopatra’s nose had been shorter. And if Major
Tallmadge had allowed Andre to return to New York without uncovering the
treachery of Arnold rather than holding him at Sands Mill, perhaps the
Revolution might not have succeeded. Very likely, there are other parts of our
history which might have changed, given a different set of events, but it is
enough today to look back and appraise the changes that have taken place.

Yet, though there have been changes between 1736 and now, some things
have remained the same. The land which attracted the early settlers and
attracted us to live here has not changed very rauch. The fields, the rolling hills,
the spines of the ridges, the sloping valleys, we still see as the settlers saw them,

Judge Hopkins
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after they had cleared the land. The forest which they cut is slowly returning on
the fringes of the old roads which still serve us, originally little more than tracks
through the woods, but now paved, and a high speed thruway lately built
thrusts like an arrow through the countryside. But the land itself looks largely
as it was 250 years ago.

And the people who came here in the beginning of the eighteenth century are
essentially similar in character to us. The liberty they sought is the liberty we
cherish, their independence of spirit is our independence. One writer spoke of
the settlers here in a letter which he sent in 1741 as “disputatious™, a word
which 1 take to mean that they did not agree with him. Many of the settlers were
Quakers who were the dissenters of the day. They had been banned in the
colonies to the east of here and came to North Castle where liberty of
conscience was accepted, The population of the town in 1736 was a mixture of
people of varying shades of belief, and strangers were not turned away. Today it
seems that we are still “"disputatious”, if I read correctly recent events occurring
in the Town Board and in the recent election. That is an attribute which L hope
will not be lost in the future, for we need many points of view to reach the most
satisfactory answer to our problems.

Nor do the records of the past show any great change in the questions arising.
The minutes of the first settlers in 1736 reported no more than the election of
town officials — an important piece of business, of course. In the second
meeting in 1737 the people voted on two issues — one, to ordain that rams
found running at large on the common would be gelded, and the other to
license Jobhn Hatlock to build a mill on Wampus Brook. These actions tell us
much about the inhabitants. They had adopted the English custom of a
common —— a place open to everyone in the community — a plece of early
zoning legislation, and they were at the same time exercising a kind of
environmental control over the use of town waterways.

Cornpare the actions of the first meetings with the meetings of the town in
the fifty year intervals following, In 1786 the town meeting was devoted largely
to the appointment of roadmasters for the purpose of maintaining and building
roads, a purpose which we still find imperative. In 1836 the town meeting for
the first time elected the Justices of Peace, an office filled previously by state
appointment. In April of 1386 the minutes of the Town Board recognize the
long tenure of Louis Long as Justice of Peace and the passage of a resolution
thanking William Creemer for his outstanding service as Town Clerk,

In April, 1936 the minutes of the Town Board had grown to five ledger pages
long and dealt with such matters as repairing the concrete pavement of Cox
Avenue, the distribution of welfare payments, the defense of an action brought
by the City of New York relative to town assessments on reservoir land, and a
revision in the boundary line between the rown and the City of White Plains.
And in the meeting of the Town Board in April of this year the problems of
waste disposal through a regional scheme, the consideration of several zoning
applications, and the approval of the sale of town owned property, were all
topics of decision.
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From a review of the minutes of the meetings just described, it seems to me
that the affairs of the meetings were generally the same, given the perspective of
the complexity of later life. The proper use of the land, the needs and welfare of
the people for better communication and transportation, the election of
qualified persons to represent them — these subjects are woven as common
threads in the fabric of the life of our people throughout the centuries.

The great changes since 1736 are therefore not in the land or in the people,
but in the cultural complexion in the world about us. The most significant
change is of speed in transportation and communication. Let me give two
examples which {llustrate the point. Richard Lederer in his book on place
narnes says that North Castle is derived from the Indian fort which stood on the
hill southwest of where we are now. It is occupied today by the international
headquarters of IBM, the preeminent manufacturer of computers in the world.
In 1889, a little less than 100 years ago, the resolution of the Town Board
thanking William Creemer for his labors in copying the early minutes speaks
prophetically of the time when electricity - the giant force then stirring
—would record the minutes by the whisper of the Town Clerk instead of
tedious handwriting. Second, a little further to the south of IBM lies the North
American headquarters of Tandberg, a maker of fine tape recorders, The
products of these two companies symbolize the change in life since 1736, And,
of course, even further south of us, lies the Westchester Airport, part of which
is in our town,

Though the new way of life makes some things easier, and North Castle
slowly joins the growth of the huge metropolitan region surtounding the City
of New York, I venture the hope that the characteristics of our land and people
will not change, that we shalt continue to foster the preservation and spread of
those qualities which we hold to be the essentials of the good and peaceful life.
That is, to follow the pursuit of liberty and happiness, the understanding of
what independence of mind and freedom of debate means in that pursuit, and
to maintain always a sense of responsibility for the generations to come. We
must never forget that we are the beneficiaries of the strength and courage of
the people who survived the savage raids of the Revolution and the vigorous
assaults waged against their ideals from time to time.

Our aspirations model their ideals, No doubt, we would ook different to
them, and our speech might be strange, yet they would recognize that our ideals
do not differ from theirs. We are still a diverse people, who welcome the
stranger into our midst to share our ideals. Each fifty years of existence has
brought problems, and we should expect problems will arise in the future, and
they will be confronted, I am sure, under the example of the past and the
strength of the ideals by which we have prospered, with calmness and courage.

2036 — here we come! I am confident that the tradirions of today and the
past will be as strong then as they are now. :

June 7, 1986
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THE LYON FAMILY OF NORTH CASTLE

a memoir of a family who veally did pledge their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor in the cause of American independence.

By Richard N. Lander
THE LYON FAMILY

I

Two distinct branches of the Lyon family settled in colonial North Castle.

Both of these families descended from 2 common ancestor, Thomas Lyon of
. Byram Bridge, known as Thomas Lyon of Rye, born in England about 1621,
He died at Bytam Neck, Greenwich, CT, in 1690,

His great grandson, Roger Lyon, was born December 14, 1715, The son of
John and Hannah {Banks} Lyon, he moved from King Street in Rye, NY, 1o
North Castle about 1749/50. He purchased extensive property along the
Danbury Post Road (Route 22) and Chestnut Ridge down to and crossing
Byram Lake to the top of Byram Mountain.

Here he led the life of 2 yeoman farmer, though probably in much more style
than most of his neighbors, as he kept slaves and seemed o have lived like a
country gentleman, The site of his homestead still may be seen near the
junction of Route 22 and Chestnut Ridge Road, where extensive foundations
and stone walls mark the spot to this day.

Known far and wide as Captain Roger Lyon from reputed service in the
colonial army during the French & Indian War, he was definitely the leading
citizen of the neighborhood. He held several town offices, including Overseer
of the Roads, Assessor, and Overseer of the Poor.

He married in Rye, Mary Wilson, daughter of Samuel and Mary {Ogden)
Wilson, of King Street, Rye. They had seven sons: Roger, Justus, Samuel,
Gilbert, John, Daniel and Joseph; and two daughters: Glorianna, wife of
Andrew Sniffin, and Sarah, wife of William Whright.

When the momentous events of the American Revolution came, despite
their position as landed gentry, Captain Roger and all seven sons joined the
patriot cause. While there are references to Captain Roger serving as a captain
in the Middle Battalion, later the Second Regiment of the Westchester Milisia,
his age and approaching blindness must have greatly curtailed his active service,

Roger, the oldest son, served as a private in the Second Regiment of the
Westchester County Militia, Justus, the second son and John the third son, held
the same rank in the satne regiment. The fourth son, Samuel, began in the ranks
of the same regiment but his abilities soon earned him the rank of major in the
Third Regiment. He became one of the outstanding patriot leaders of North
Castle and was captured by the enemy at feast twice during the war years. Aftet
one of these captures he escaped from prison in New York City, working his
way back to North Castle by way of Long Tsland.
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