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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Members and Friends. 

As our annual publication goes to press, the joy I feel is tempered by the tragic 
death of our editor, Norman "Bud" Stone. At his death, he was working on this 
issue, and we know he would have wanted us to bring it to you as quickly as we could. 
His efforts and those of our other devoted uolunteers and contributors continue to 
bring the history of North Castle to life for us all. 

By now many of you have seen the "37 mile marker," a marker from the old 
Danbury Post Road, which, after much effort, was moved to our propetty this year. 
Unfortunately, at its original site, approximately two hundred feet to the east, the 
marker had beensubjected to thevicissitudes of 20th century traffic. Its moue, like the 
move of the East Middle Patent School and the Brundage Blaclwnith Shop, has 
insured that present and future generations can see what life in North Castle once 
was. These buildings and our Colonial Crafts Fair allow the children in our local 
schools to obserwe and participate in activities recreating their earlier life. Our entire 
complex, including Smith's Tauern, welcomed many other visitors this year. We hope 
that more of you will come and visit with w on Wednesdays and Saturdays, from 
r:oo to 3:3o p.m. 

I want toclose by thankingall ofyou who havemadeour activities possible. Ifyou 
have not yet volunteered, and have any spare time, we'd be delighted to hear from 
you. Without help, our history will be lost. 

Sincerely, 

Susan R. Shimer 



- IN MEMORIAM - 

NORMAN M. STONE 
JESSIE C. STONE 

In the midst of the holiest and happiest season of the year, the citizens of 
North Castle were shocked and horrified by the tragic disaster that took the 
lives of two of our tnost active community leaders. Norman "Bud" and Jessie 
Stone died when a fire engulfed their home in North White Plains in the early 
morning hours of December 21, 1987. 

Bud was born in Utica, New York November 27, 1920. He came to New 
York City and attended Fordham University and City University of New 
York. Jessie Clawson was born in Excelsior Springs, Missouri on November 
22, 1920. She moved to Rutherford, New Jersey and was educated there. 
Jessie and Bud met inNew York City when they were beginning their working 
careers, and they were married December 6, 1941. In 1948 Jessie and Bud 
"found" North Castle and the lot at 2 Roberta Place where, on holidays and 
weekends between 1948-1951, they built, with their own hands, rheir lifetime 
home. 

During these years Bud was employed by the New York Central Railroad, 
working in advertising and public relations. He became editor of The Headlight, 
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the railroad's "in house" company magazine. He retired in 1968 as vice 
president in charge of that division having been with the railroad for 27 years. 

As soon as the Stones arrived in North Castle they began to participate in 
community affairs. They joined the Republican clubs, and became Friends of 
the Library, Bud having greatly assisted in bringing the Library branch to 
North White Plains. They became active in the First Church of Christ 
Scientist in White Plains where they were leaders in the church, both serving 
terms as First Reader and Bud as a member of the Board of Trustees. At the 
time of her death Jessie was a highly respected and admired legal secretary in 
White Plains. 

Both the Stones were active in their chosen political party and each served 
as a member of the Republican Town Committee. Bud had the honor of 
serving twice as chairman of the party, first from I962 to 1968 and then from 
1986 until his death. He was elected to the Town Board in 1966 and resigned 
in 1971 to fill an unexpired term on the Westchester County Board of 
Legislators. At the close of his term he devoted himself to his own Manhattan 
based public relations firm, The Stone Group. In 1982 he returned to public 
service when appointed to membership on the North Castle Planning Board, 
serving until 1986 when he resigned to accept the post of Republican Town 
Committee Chairman. 

In every position of public trust Bud distinguished himself as being 
fairminded and innovative. To Bud, honesty and integrity were the essential 
ingredients in good politics and good government. 

However, the main purpose of this memoir is to pay tribute to Bud's active 
membership and participation in The North Castle Historical Society. He was 
present and joined the n~embership on Charter Night, February 29, 1972. He 
served two separate terms as a trustee: from 1972-79 at which time he served 
as corresponding secretary, and in 1984 he returned to the board to take over 
the editorship of this publication, a painstaking project that takes much 
expertise and attention to accuracy. Bud had edited three volumes and was 
working on this volume at the time of his death. He was also serving as third 
vice president. Over the years he served on numerous committees and carried 
out special assignments, including 1987 co-chairman of the Society's annual 
tag sale, and securing permission from the N.Y. State Department of 
Transportation to move the 37th mile marker on the Danbury Post Road 
(Route 22) to the Society's property. Bud was extremely interested in historic 
matters and our Society is deeply indebted to him for his significant 
contribution towards preserving our town's history. 

The Stones are survived by their son, Peter, daughter, Alice MacMillan, 
four grandchildren, and a host of friends who will ever remember their 
graciousness, style, and love for their community, friends and fellowman. 

Richard N. Lander 



The following article was exeerptedfrom 
a hook titled, A History of the Armonk 
United Methodist Church, written by 
Richard N. Lander and published by the 
Armonk United Methodist Church, first 
on theoccasionof its 175thAnniversary in 
1962, and revised and reprinted in 1987 in 
celebration of its 200th Anniversary. 

Mr. Lander is a trustee and president of 
the Board of Trustees of the church. 

METHODISM AT NORTH CASTLE 
By Richard N. Lander 

The War for Independence had completely devastated Westchester County, 
and the Town of North Castle was no exception to the general situation. In 
1785-86, the town embraced all of the territory presently in the Towns of 
North Castle and New Castle, with an estimated population of 2,475 
persons.' Of all the interior towns of the county, with the exception of 
neighboring Bedford, it was the largest and most populous. 

With the close of hostilities in 1781, the countryside began to return to 
normal. In 1783, a regular appointment for New York City again appears in 
the minutes of the Methodist Conference. If any of the appointed pastors 
ventured out of the city to Westchester, or to North Castle in particular, all 
traces of their coming and their work have been lost. Tradition says there was a 
class meeting at North Castle prior to the war, but the author has found no 
record to substantiate this. However, the reader must wonder, as has the 
writer, at the rapidity with which the Methodist movement grew once it 
reached North Castle, and at the events which followed so quickly upon one 
another, culminating in the founding of the church. Perhaps it can be 
explained by the hunger of the people for religious services after the hard, 
cruel times of the war. Reverend Thomas Lamont, in an address delivered at 
the Katonah Methodist Church in 1878, states: 

"No part of the country had suffered more in the late contest. Westchester 
County beinga kind of borderland hadoften been ravaged by both armies. In 
some places the churches had been burned, in others closed, and the 
ordinances of religion suspended. The people in many places, not only 
impovnished but morally andspiritually destitutegreatly needed the Gospel 
whether t h q  were ready to receive-it or not." 

Barrett and Horton in Scharffs History (of Westchester County-1886), tell 
us that the coming of the Methodist itinerants was warmly received, and 
"when they entered upon this field of labor they found it 'white to the 
harvest.' " 

The first itinerant to reach North Castle was Thomas Ware.2 He was 
actually appointed to the newly established Long Island Circuit at the 
conference of 1786. Ware, one of the greatest traveling preachers of the 
church, did not go immediately to Long Island, but supplied his appointments 
there with local preachers and extended his labors into Westchester County. 
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Although Ware does not mention North Castle by name, the historians o f  the 
church agree that he preached throughout the county. Written fifty years after 
his work, his memoirs tell in some detail o f  his labors in a new and fruitful 
territory: 

"In 1786, my fieldof labor was Long Island, in the State of New York. But I 
did not confinemyself to the Island. With the consent ofmy presiding elder a 
local brother was employed to take my appointments, and I visited New 
Rochelle, across the sound twenty-five miles above New York. A class had 
been formed in this place previously to the taking of New York by the British. 
But at this time there was not a Methodist on the east side of the Hudson 
above New York. 

"From New Rochelle, I went up to Bedford, and Peekskill. In every place 
where I went the people flocked to hear the word, and I was treated generally, 
with great kindness. At Croton, Lieut. Governor. Van Courtland and Lady 
took me to their house and charmed me with their Christian courtesy and 
hospitality. At BedfordonChristmas Day, I dwelt largely on theuniversality 
of Atonement, with which subject I felt deeply affected myself as the people 
also appeared to be. When I was through, a Calvinist minister stood up in 
thecongregation and accused me of preaching false doctrine. The sum of his 
argument was ' I f  Christ died for all, then must all be saved, but we know 
some are lost. Therefore he did not die for all.' I t  was an unfortunate time for 
him to attack the doctrine, in the manner which he did, as the feelings of the 
people were evidently enlisted in favor of it, while I was endeavoring to 
illustrate and enforce it with tears. They were therefore on my side. 

"Before the minister sat down he requested the people not to let anything he 
had said so prejudice their minds against the young man as to call in question 
his piety. Here he was interrupted by an elderly man, who arose and said ' I  
am surprised Mr. H--s that you have so little discernment. What you 
have said insteadof exciting our prejudiceagainst our young friend, who has 
preached the truth to us, has, on the contrary, filled us with disgust against 
yourself. There isnot apersonpresent but must condemn your spirit, andvery 
few, I hope, who do not despise the sentiments you have advanced. Ifthere be 
one here who approves of the rudeattack you havemadeupot~ this youth and 
stranger amongst us let himget up anddefend you.' At this sharp rebuke, Mr. 
H arose to defend himself, but the people manifested their unwillingness to 
hear him by rising up and beginning to talk. A Mr. Earner3 then, in the 
audience of the people, invited me to go with him, and make his house my 
home, and preach the same doctrine to his neighbors. I accepted of his kind 
invitation and went. 

"When we arrived at Mr. Eames house, he introduced me to his wife as a 
Methodist preacher, and said, 'You know I told you God would send the 
Methodist preachers among us when I dreamed I saw Mr. Wesley riding 
through the country with his Bible open in his hand.' After spending a short 
time with this pious and interesting family, &ring which 1 preached 
repeatedly and formed a class, I set out on my return to New Rochelle, but 



was overtaken by oneof themost dreadful snow storms lever witnessed. I was 
accordingly driven to the necessity of puttifig up at an inn where I was 
detained for a week. The landlady was tenkrly impressed the first time I 
spoke to her on thesubject of religion, but the innkeeper himself, thoughcivil, 
appeared to be out of my reach. Both of them were very fond of singing, and 
as my voice was good, thejseemedmuch delighted with somespiritual songs I 
sung for them. On the third night of this tremendous storm, while sitting 
around the cheerful fire, listening to the howling of the wind and the beating 
of thesnow and hail against the windowsas ijresolvedona forceableentry, I 
perceived my host and hostess were pensive; so Isung themone of my fauorite 
pieces with which they were much affexted. I then l<wlt down to pray, and 
they, for the first time fell upon their knees. After prayer I retired leaving them 
both in tears. He afterward during my stay made many efforts to resume his 
former gaiety, but his uivacity was gone.".' 

Here we have the first accounts of Methodism in Northern Westchester, 
and also the typical trials and tribulations of every early Methodist circuit 
rider: the weather, the hecklers and scoffers whether churchmen or local 
rowdies. Yet we see the compensations, theconversion of the old man, and the 
innkeeper and his wife and the warmhearted reception by the great, such as 
Pierre Van Courtlandt, and the humble, like Henry Eames. 

The Labors of Ware must have borne much fruit, for at the Conference of 
1787 the Second Circuit outside New York City - Long Island was first in 
1785 -styled "New Rochelle" appears in the minutes. It must be that Ware 
reported great promise in Westchester for the circuit to be so quickly formed. 
The new circuit as originally set up "had no definite limits hut embraced 
Westchester County and the regions beyond.05 Samuel Q. Talbot was the first 
conference-appointed pastor to enter North Castle and begin regular 
Methodist work. 

The class which must have been formed by Ware as a result of his preaching 
seems to have had the center of its activities, at New Castle Corners, about 
four and one half miles north of Armonk. and some two miles south of the 
center of the present village of Mount Kisco. Here, near the junction of the 
town lines of Bedford and North Castle (now New Castle), resided a group of 
sturdy f n r n ~  f.>lk, many .)f whom will play an imporranr parr in the story of the 
rhurih. r\t rht. gresenr iunction of Sarles Street 1 tormerlv Hall Street rind 
present Byram take ~ o a d  lived James Ha11,6 destined to be the leader of  the 
Methodist group. Close by in both North Castle and Bedford were Amos 
Dean, Caleb Merritt, Thomas Lyons, Caleb Sands, Samuel Sands, Othniel 
Sands, Joseph Woolsey, and William Wright. All of these families were 
powerfully awakened by the preaching of Ware and Talbot, and there can be 
no doubt that immediately after Ware's visit James Hall organized his class 
meeting, the first of so many that were to be held under his roof. 

About this time, or somewhat later, another class was organized at "Mile 
Square" (Armonk) or to the east of Armonk. This class meeting probahly 
contained the families of Peter Lyon, Gilbert Lyon, Gilbert Thorn, Thomas 
Nash and Charles Green. 

The group at Hall's was by far the largest and most influential. However, it 
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must be presumed that neither was strong enough to organize a church 
without the other. It would seem that they must have united in a common 
venture especially in view of the location of the church when constructed 
some three and one quarter miles south of Hall's and closer to Mile Square. 
Barrett and Horton in their work for Scharff's History could not ascertain 
when the church society was actually founded or the church erected. They 
record as follows: 

"The faithful and earnest itinerants visited nearly every part of the County, 
preaching and organizing classes, which, were the germs of the future 
Churches. Traditions of their labors in North Castle, Bedford and the 
northmn Towns of the County havecome down to our day, and the Churchat 
North Castle, was oneof the first resultsof these labors. Just when this Society 
was organized the writer has not been able to ascertain, but it.had become 
strong enough and energetic enough to build a Church before it was deemed 
necessary to auail itself of the Act of 1784 authorizing religious bodies to 
incorporate."' 
The author is positive that the society was organized in 1787, for some 

years ago the ancient deed for the church property was found among the 
papers of the church's Board of Trustees. This deed dated April 29, 1788, 
from Samuel Sands and Martha his wife to Peter Lyon, Esq., William Wright, 
Gilbert Lyon, Amos Dean, Thomas Lyon, Caleb Merrit and James Hall, 
(presumably trustees, through not stated) in consideration of ten pounds, 
granted a lot of approximately one half acre of ground "with the church 
thereon."a The deed closes with a trust clause for the benefit of "the 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America. "9 

It is the assumption of the author that the society was organized in 1787, 
and the church erected during the summer and fall of that year. It would also 
seem that Samuel Sands did not convey the land to thesociety until he saw the 
church building up and a reality. 

Concerning the building of the church, not a scrap or shread of record has 
come down to us. It must be presumed that the members of the society hewed 
the timbers, erected the frame and made the shingles themselves. One of the 
great gaps in our society is any realinformation concerning the erection of the 
building, so  rich in association with the great names of early Methodism. 
Some years ago the author, long interested in the subject, interviewed three of 
Armonk's oldest citizens regarding the historic structure. Those interviewed 
remembered the building in its last days and unused. 

Daniel See recalled the building as being two stories in height, with a 
pitched roof of wooden shingles. He estimated the size of the building to be 
approximately thirty feet wide by forty feet in length. The interior, Mr. See 
thought, had a high pulpit in the north end, galleries about three sides, and 
would accommodate at least three hundred. This last figure is too 
large. 

Mrs. Martha Taylor, interviewed on August 11, 1954, stated that she 
thought the old church was about the size of the main body, without chancel 
or choir, ofSe. Stephens Episcopa! Church, Armonk. (St. Stephens is 36 ft, x 
36 ft.) The gable ends of the church faced north and south. On  both east and 
west sides were three long windows, with small panes of common glass. Upon 
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the roof was a small, square belfry with four points at each end, no doubt 
added after the original construction. 

Mrs. EdwinF. Acker's recollection substantiates Mrs. Taylor's, except that 
she remembered the church being in wretched condition with peeling paint. 
These are the only known descriptions of the cradle of Methodism in 
Northern Westchester. 

The society drew its members from the entire surrounding countryside, and 
soon became one of the main churches in the New Rochelle Circuit, and, 
indeed, a permanent place for all the itinerants to stop, gather a congregation 
and preach. 

Bishop Francis Asbury, on his return from the South, visited the infant 
society. O n  June 13, 1787, he rode from New Rochelle, and records in his 
Journal as.follows: 

"We had a long and warm ride to North Castle. Here a multitude were 
gathered to~ether, to whom I sboke in an orchard on 'Him had God exalted 
with his ri$t hand to be a prince and Saqior, to give repentence unto Israel 
and remission of sins. I was quite unwell, faint, yet pursuing. 

"Rode to R--'s of the Society of Friends, who received us with great 
love. 

" A t  Hall's a multitude came to hear, whom I exhorted to 'seek the Lord 
while he might be found.' "'0 

It must be presumed the church was not yet finished, for Asbury makes no 
mention of it in the Journal. Only two days before while preaching at 
Eastchester hesays, "Came to Eastchester and preached in the shell of the new 
Church," if the new church at Eastchester had been mentioned, no doubt a 
new church at North Castle would have been also. In the late afternoon he 
rode the three and one quarter miles to James Hall's and again preached. It is 
mident he WBF plea~ed With the ~ i z e  of the congrcgaiion which he describes as 
"R mulritu.lr," bearing our all previous resear;h that the North Casrlz socirry 
drew its membership or hearers from a vast area of countryside. Since there is 
no entry in the Journal for the fourteenth, it would seem the great bishop 
tarried a bit at Hall's before going on to Peekskill where he preached on June 
1 C  
'2. 

In the first visit of Asbury to North Castle we see the importance ofJames 
Hall to the society, for it was at Hall's he ~reached, and at Hall's he lodged. 
The memory of James Hall should be most precious to the lovers of the 
church, for he emerges from the mists of the past as the father of the North 
Castle society, and the literal rock upon which it was founded. From the time 
of Ware's visit until his death, exactly forty years larer, Hall was the leader of 
the North Castle church. He was a class leader, and exhorter, his home was a 
preaching place, a meeting place of the classes and theshelter of every traveling 
Methodist preacher who came along. He was the friend and confidant of such 
men as Asbury, Garrettson, Moriarity, Phoebus and a host of others who 
have become "Heroes of Methodism." One of Asbury's entries in the famous 
Journal for May 27,1805, is as follows: "I dined withJames Hall. We rejoiced 
that after sixteen years we were bound heavenward."I2 (This passage must 
allude to some meaningful experience during their long and close association.) 

Elizabeth, the wife of James Hall, was a person with marked peculiarities. 
Mr. James S. Hall of Brooklyn, writes of her as follows: 
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