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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, 

The booklet you hold is unique. Edited by Barbara Massi, it is a product of 
volunteers dedicated to reminding us of our heritage. More than the past, however, 
it is a reminder of our responsibilities now. 

Too often those of us excited by history have a tendency to look backward. I am 
happy that the North Castle Historical Society looks forward as well. Truly we 
have one foot in the past, one in the present and an eye toward the future. 

An Oral History Committee led by Susan Shimer is busily interviewing and 
taping; a Quaker Meeting House Committee led by Doris Finch Watson is 
planning to bring a zoo year old Friends Meeting House to our complex; apart-time 
consultant, Ellen Pierce, is offering us professional museum management concepts. 
These are only a few of the possible opportunities for community service to which 
you might respond. Call me. Let's step into the 1990's hand-in-hand. 

Cordially, 

Sharon Tomback 
President 



$g ST. PATRICK CHURCH OF ARMONK 

1924-1982 
By Sebastian N. Silvestro 

Catholic services were not available in the Village of Armonk until 1924. A 
small group of women, headed by Mrs. Stanley (Eugenia) Sniffen, sought the 
services of a priest so that Mass could be celebrated in Armonk. At their 
request Franciscan Fathers from Greenwich, Conn. came two or three times 
to offer Masses. But there was nothing definite in the arrangement, so Mrs. 
Sniffen sought the assistance of Father Martin F. Cavanaugh of St. John and 
St. Mary Cht~rchin Chappaqua. Father Cavanaugh was the first pastor of that 
parish and celebrated the first Mass there Nov. 12, 1922. St. John and St. 
Mary Church was dedicated by Cardinal Hayes June 3, 1923. 

Father Cavanaugh responded to the request of Mrs. S ~ f f e n  and agreed to 
come to Armonk. Since a suitable structure was not available early in 1923, 
Mass was celebrated and baptisms administered at the Reardon home, at the 
southeast corner of Banksville and Bedford Roads. Later in 1923 and early in 
1924 Mass was celebrated in a barn located at the northeast corner of Bedford 
and Sterling Roads. 

Durine 1923 fund-raisine drives were conducted bv the Catholic men and ~- - -- ~ 

women of Armonk. o n  ~any25,1924, two acres of laid were purchased from 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Schmaling. The property fronted on the Armonk- 
Bedford state road, adjacent to a stream flowing from Wampus Pond. 

A church was built on this parcel by volunteers from Armonk and 
Chappaqua, under the supervision of Harry Schnoor. Though the building 
was far from complete, the first Mass was celebrated there on Sunday, May 
24, 1924. The church, named in honor of St. Patrick, was considered a 
mission of St. John and St. Mary and remained in that category until it was 
declared a parish in June, 1966. 

Father Cavanaugh also established missions in Millwood (1924) and 
Purchase (1927). In 1927 he was assigned by Cardinal Hayes to found the 
Parish of St. Anne in the Bronx. 

Father Cavanaugh thus became the first pastor of St. Patrick Mission 
Church. He served from 1924 to 1927. Father John F. Stanley, its second 
pastor, served from 1927 to 1932. Rev. Joseph E. Brady, the third pastor, 
assumed the duties of the parish of St. John and St. Mary from 1932 to 1955. 
He requested that the women of St. Patrick form a guild to assist in its care 
and needs. 

Father Brady became ill in mid-1953 and Father William O'Neill was 
assigned as his assistant. Father O'Neill suggested the men of St. Patrick also 
organize and become more active in the church's functions. He was 
instrumental in seeing that St. Patrick's Day be celebrated in a special way. 
Subsequently a dance was held in March, 1954. 

Father Brady died July 16, 1955. Father John J. O'Donahue became 
administrator of St. John and St. Mary. The Rev. Louis A. Stryker was 
assigned to St. John and St. Mary becoming its fourth pastor on Sept. 9,1955, 
remaining in that post until mid-1963. During his pastorate many extensive 
repairs were made to the mission church [of St. Patrick]. 

In the spring of 1957 Father Stryker obtained permission to build a 
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parochial school in Chappaqua. A fund-raising drive was instituted in 
Chappaqua and Armonk. Father Stryker realized that adult members of St. 
Patrick and their children would be directly affected. He suggested that a 
group of volunteers join with the parishioners of St. John and St. Mary in the 
appeal for funds. Eight men responded and listened to Father's Stryker's 
discussion of the need for the drive. Cash and pledges totalling $160,000 
were realized. A ground-breaking ceremony was held on June 28, 1958, and 
the school officially opened in September, 1959. Francis Cardinal Spellman 
dedicated and blessed the school of St. John and St. Mary. Father Stryker was 
elevated to the rank of monsignor after the school's dedication. 

During his tenure as pastor, reports were made to diocesan headquarters 
making it clear that St. Patrick was well on its way to becoming its own parish. 
In 1964 an abandoned chicken farm, 13.3 acres fronting on Cox Avenue, was 
purchased to be the future site of St. Patrick Church. 

Sunday masses increased from one.to four in a rather short time. Msgr. 
Stryker and Father O'Donahue found they could not do justice to both the 
Armonk and Chappaqua areas. The Crosier Fathers, living in White Plains 
and teaching at Archbishop Stepinac High School, responded. Rev. Adrian 
Piotrowski, Rev. Francis Sheets, Rev. Edward Gust, Rev. Alfred Bishop, Rev. 
James Poisson, Rev. Cornelius De Vinster and Rev. Ramp were the priests 
who served. 

The Rt. Rev. Thomas A. Kelly became the fifth pastor on Aug. 24, 1963, 
and remained until the spring of 1966. He approached diocesan headquarters 
with an architect's rendering of a possible enlargement of the building which 
could accommodate the increasing number of parishioners. His request to 
enlarge the facility was rejected. Subsequently, Bishop Edward V. Dargin, 
D.D., V.G., visited Armonk and made the recommendation that the mission 
church be declared a parish. Cardinal Spellman did so declare this in the 
spring of 1966. 

Rev. John J. Wallace, an associate pastor at the Church of the Epiphany, 
New York City, was appointed founding pastor in June, 1966. The first mass 
in the autonomous parish of St. Patrick Church was celebrated by Father 
Wallace in June, 1966. Father Wallace appointed Francis E. O'Neill and 
Sebastian N. Silvestro to the first trustees. 

First baptism was that of Laura Cabot, daughter of Thomas and Mary 
Cabot, July 6, 1966, administered by Father Wallace. First funeral mass was 
that of Mary Coupe, on that same day, also celebrated by Father Wallace. 
First wedding was that of Theodore Earl Jones, Jr. and Helen Ann Young. The 
ceremony was performed by the Most Rev. Quentin Olwen, C.P., Bishop of 
Marbel, Philippines, on Aug. 20,1966. The same day also saw the wedding of 
Francis Stephen Wallace to Patricia D. Link, performed by Rev. Darian Dee, 
O.F. Cap. The official installation of Father Wallace as pastor was held on 
Sept. 24, 1966. The ceremony was conducted by Msgr. Francis X. Shea as 
delegate of Cardinal Spellman. Msgr. Shea was pastor of Blessed Sacrament 
Church, New Rochelle. The new parish lines were established by the Most 
Rev. John]. Maguire, Coadjutor and Vicar General of the archdiocese, onJuly 
30, 1566. The first parish-wide census began on Oct. 30, 1966. 

Parish organization began during the summer and fall of 1966. Religious 
formation of the parish youth was a prime concern of Father Wallace. He 



organized the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine (CCD) for this purpose. 
Elementary classes met in the Legion Hall, the North Castle Library and the 
small parish church. Other christian churches offered use of their facilities. 
High school srudents met in various private homes. As teachers, there were 
seminarians from Dunwoodie, Sisters of the Helpers of the Holy Souls, 
followed by the Sisters of the Divine Compassion. Certified lay teachers were 
organized from the community. 

Besides the Women's Guild and the Men's Club, the ushers and mass 
lectors came into being. A group of women formed the Altar Society. 
Spiritual activities developed with daily Mass and Holy Hours, especially in 
May and October in honor of the Blessed Mother. A prayer group also was 
formed. 

The first First Holy Communion was administered to Gary Bolbrook and 
Christopher \iueller March 26, 1967, by Father Waliaic. The, Sacmment of 
Coniirmation w a l  helJ an June I ,  1968 ior the f~rst rime and adm~nistcred by 
Bishop Dargin. 

An interest in contemporary hymns developed among members of the 
parish. Folk guitarists from Hawthorne helped them to learn to play and sing 
the hymns. O n  Pentecost 1969, the parish group played for the first time at 
Mass. They continued to play at one Mass each Sunday every second week. 

Father Wallace opened the building fund campaign with solemn benediction 
and an encouraging talk on Monday, Oct. 28,1968. The campaign was for the 
purpose of raising funds for the construction of a parish center and priests' 
residence. First phase of the drive ended Dec. 5, 1968, at which time 
$186,220 in cash and pledges had been realized. 

Robert Van Sommern, of VanSommern & Weigold, architects, drew plans 
and specifications for the projects. Estimated cost was $380,000. 

The cornerstone of che new church was laid in June, 1969. 
Early in 1970 Father Wallace paid tribute to the Women's Guild: 

Our W o r n ' s  Guild has had a glowing history of dedicatedservice to the 
church. Their contribution of endeavor, of worthwhile activities and of 
profirable projects has continued not only t flourish bui also to iwease. 
With deep gratitude, I express to our Women's Guild, in the name of the 
entire parish, sincere appreciation for their successful efforts of the past,' 
and I coneey t them eveq good wish for all future work. 

Principal concelebrant of the Mass was Cardinal Cooke, D.D. 
Concelebrants were: Rev. John J. Wallace, pastor, Rev. Msgr. Charles B. 

Brennan. Rev. Msgr. Bernard A. Quinn, Rev. Msar. Robert 1. Skellv, Rev. - 
Msgr. Joseph F. T&C~. 

- 

Masters of Ceremony: Rev. Msgr. Eugene V. Clark, Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. 
Connolly, Rev. Adrian Piotrowski, O.S.C. 

The Homilist was: Rev. Msgt. Joseph P. O'Brien, vicar general of the 
Archdiocese. 

The Lectors were: Thomas E. Boss, Cono J. Ioppolo, John D. Murphy. 
Offertory Procession: Sister Therese Connor, R.D.C., SisterJoanne Marie, 

R.D.C., Francis E. O'Neill, Sebastian N. Silvestro. 
Civic greeting was given by: Hon. John A. Lombardi, supervisor, Town of 

North Castle. 
North Castle authorities designated the day as "Cardinal Cooke Day." The 



Cardinal, for his part, designated that day as "Msgr. John J. Wallace Day" by 
announcing that Pope Paul VI had conferred the title of domestic prelate 
upon Father Wallace, thenceforth to be addressed as monsignor. 

Sale price of the original site of St. Patrick was $115,000. St. John and St. 
Mary Church donated $36,000. This money defrayed some of the cost of the 
new undertaking. 

Charles Odorizzi, not a parishioner but a close friend of Msgr. Wallace, 
donated utilities for both the rectory and parish center kitchens, a public 
address system for the church and a TV system for the rectory. 

Charity and concern of parishioners of St. Patrick Church for others was 
encouraged by Msgr. Wallace. Gifts were made year after year to Rosary Hill, 
Holy Name Centre For Homeless Men on the Bowery, The Little Sisters of the 
Poor, The Maryknollers, The Xavier Society of the Blind, The White Fathers, 
and others. The parish also responded to the needy of the community and 
contributed to Mother Theresa projects in the South Bronx and Appalachia. 

Msgr. Wallace also underwrote the St. Patrick's football team, "The 
Panthers," open to every youngster in the community, a truly ecumenical 
endeavor. 

A generous donation was made to Msgr. Wallace by another friend and 
used largely in the purchase of a new organ. 

In recognition of Msgr. Wallace's services to the entire Armonk community, 
the town fathers of North Castle issued a proclamation declaring June 6, 
1976, his 40th anniversary of ordination, as Msgr. John J. Wallace Day, 
stating: "Monsignor Wallace has earned the esteem and respect of our citizens 
for his unselfish devotion and service as a spiritual leader . . . whose 
ecumenical spirit is an inspiration to the entire community." 

Rev. Thomas J. Tolentino was assigned to the parish in December, 1974, as 
associate pastor. 

The tenth anniversary of the dedication of St. Patrick was held Sunday, 
June 15, 1980. This observance was celebrated by Cardinal Cooke, who was 
principal concelebrant of the Mass. Concelebrants were Most Rev. James P. 
Mahoney, D.D., Msgr. Wallace, Rev. James S. Finlay, S.J., president of 
Fordham University, Rev. Msgr. Charles B. Brennan, Rev. Msgr. Bernard A. 
Quinn and Rev. Msgr. Robert J. Skelly. Masters of ceremony were Rev. 
Charles G. McDonagh and Father Tolentino. Homilist was Msgr. Wallace. 

As of June 15,1980, St. Patrick's debt was $115,000. Through a legacy of 
$100,000 from the late Joseph P. Routh, an outstanding layman and 
philanthropist and member of the parish, plus $15,000 of St. Patrick's own 
resources, a check in the full amount of the debt was sent to the archdiocese. 

At Christmas, 1981, a war-time shipmate made a gift to his Navy chaplain 
of those years, Msgr. Wallace, of a carillon that would summon the people to 
service, announce the Angelus and play special hymns for liturgical seasons. 

At the same time, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Manny donated a porcelain 
sculpture of The Last Supper. This sculpture was produced by Italian 
craftsmen and had been exhibited at the Brussels Fair where it was awarded 
first prize. It is on permanent exhibition in the narthex of the church. The 
narthex as well is the home of the names of those parishioners who made 
sacrificial donations. 



ST. PATRICK CHURCH, 1924 



ST. PATRICK CHURCH, 1933 














































