
Banksville home built by Ralph Barnard Griswold, M. D. It stood across the 
street from Finch's Store. This view shows the south side of the Victorian house 
and steps that led to the Doctor's office, which projected out on the left. The 
main entrance and steps to the living quarters were on the right and faced the 
road leading to Bedford. Collection of Doris Finch Watson. 
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Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Members and Friends, 

1991 marks the 20th Anniversary of The North,Castle Historical Society. 
During those years numerous people worked very hard to make The Society 
what it is today. To begin naming and thanking each individually would be 
impossible. However, to those ofyou who have worked and continue to work 
THANK YOU! It is truly a labor of love and fellowship. 

The North Castle History booklet you are reading, the buildings on our 
property, the weekly open hours and the numerous events at Society head- 
quarters symbolize a value flourishing in our Town-community service. 
Giving back to our community is one of  the basic tenets of The North Castle 
Historical Society. 

The Society survives because of  volunteers who give their time, expertise 
and financial support towards making our Town a betterplace. We hope you 
enjoy reading about "our past" and that you will continue to help us make 
history now and for the future. We have a place for you! 

During 1991 The Society hosted several~choolgroupspmviding them with 
glimpses into Colonial crafts. We also hosted a Community Colonial Crafts 
Day in June.   he 1798 Quaker Meeting House was moved to our property 
and restoration work continues. Our collections were inventoried and the 
data entered into our computer. We hope you were among those who enjoyed 
our Spring Tour of  North Castle historic sites and supported our Annual 
Antiques Show. We are looking forward to seeing you again at our Annual 
Christmas Party. 

We hope you will continue to be part of  The Society's on-going efforts 
toward preservation, restoration and education. Join us! Let's continue to 
work together! 

Regards, 

%sn- 
Sharon Tomback 
President 



Fifth in a series on 
Doctors of North Castle 

RALPH BARNARD GRISWOLD, M.D. 
8n~ry.rd 
&i~&oId - The Banksville Country Doctor - 

By Doris Finch Watson 

Christmas Eve of 1870 was far from the usual joyous time for families 
in and around the hamlet of Banksville; rather it was a time of prayers 
and tears, for their beloved Dr. Griswold was losing his battle to save his 
little daughter's lie. All his medical knowledge and skills, which had 
helped so many others, could not turn the tide. His little Mary Elizabeth 
slipped away that Christmas Eve at the tender age of four years and three 
months.' That was not the only tragedy in the young doctor's life. 

Ralph Barnard Griswold was born in Colebrook, Litchfield County, 
Connecticut on January 18, 1835 into an old and prominent family. 
Griswold is an ancient English surname, which is literally formed of 
Gris, meaning gray, and wold, meaning wood.2 The family history has its 
roots in England. - Ancestors - 

John Griswold, about the middle of the fourteenth century, lived in 
Kenilworth and married a daughter and heiress of Henry Hughford of 
Huddersley Hall, Solihull. Thus, the family became known as the 
Griswolds of Kenilworth and SolihuU. Solihull is on the northwest border 
of Warwickshire, England.= 

Edward Griswold, an ancestor of this family, was born in 
Warwickshire, England about 1607 and came to Connecticut as a young 
man, settlmg fist  in Windsor. In 1649 he moved to Poquonock, where he 
had a grant of land. He served as deputy to the General Court in 
Windsor, Connecticut from 1656 until the new charter was granted. 

About 1663 this ancestor of the Griswold family moved to 
Hommonosetto, a settlement which was organized in 1667 into a town 
named for his English birthplace, Kenilworth. That spelling became 
Killingsworth, and the town later became Clinton, Connecticut. The 
Colonial records show him as an influential and active member of the 
Legislature, as a leader in establishing a Latin school in New London, as 
well as serving as a deacon of the Killingworth Church. He died in 
Killingworth in 1691 at the age of eighty-four years. His wife, Margaret, 
died there on August 23, 1678, and her gravestone is the oldest in the 
burial ground in Clinton.' Their children and following generations of the 
Griswold family continued to live in Connecticut, and some members of 
the family reside there today. 

Ralph Bernard Griswold's father was Lucius Griswold, born in 
Colebrook, Connecticut on July 12, 1818 to Rosewell and Jerusha [Grant) 
Griswold. He taught school and farmed his land for many years, and in 
his later life he became a traveling representative for the Wisted 

3 



Manufacturing Company, where cutlery was a principal product. Lucius 
married in Colebrook on March 27, 1834 to Julia Elizabeth Barnard. She 
was the daughter of Asa and Elizabeth [Hart) Barnard. She was born in 
Colebrook on November 22, 1811, and was the granddaughter of a 
Revolutionary War hero.5 

- The YouthfuI Years - 
Dr. Griswold, the only child of his parents, attended schools in 

Winsted, Connecticut, and received his high school diploma there. He 
engaged in the profession of teaching in the public school system of 
Stroudsburg, Monroe County, Pennsylvania for a time, while his desire 
to join the field of medicine continued to strengthen. After several 
months, he returned to Connecticut and worked in a medical office 
under Dr. H. B. Steele, a Winsted physician. 

Upon leaving Dr. Steele's office, Dr. Griswold entered the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York City to continue the study of 
medicine. From there, he enrolled in the Eclectic Medical College of 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and was graduated from there in 1856 at the young age 
of twenty-one years. The first year of service in his profession was spent 
as the resident physician at Dr. Strong's Sanitarium, located in Saratoga, 
New Y ~ r k . ~  

- A Medical Office and a Bride - 
In April of 1857 Dr. Griswold moved to Banksville to begin the practice 

of medicine, a practice that was to last well over half a century. One year 
after establishing his medical practice in Banksville, Dr. Griswold 
married. On May 1, 1858, he was united in marriage with Miss Mary 
Jane Derby, a refined and cultured young lady from Winsted, 
Connecticut. 

Dr. Griswold's young bride, born on July 1, 1835, came to North 
America in 1847 to the city of Montreal, Canada. She arrived from 
Magherafelt, County Londonderry, Ireland, with her mother, Mary Jane 
Derby, and three brothers: Joseph, Samuel and Andrew. Their father, 
William John Derby, had died of typhus on board the ship - either at sea 
or as they were landing. Mary Jane's brother, Samuel, taught school in 
Canada for two years, then moved to the United States. He brought his 
sister with him and settled in Winsted, Litchfield County, Connecticut. 
There, Mary Jane lived with the family of Oliver Loomis and was 
devoted to them.? 

Dr. Griswold brought his bride to Banksville, and on the tenth day of 
November 1859 he took title to "The Round House" [sometimes called 
the Octagon House) from I-Iarvey Palmer and Phoebe, his wife, of the 
town of Mt. Pleasant, New Y ~ r k . ~  Their new home portrayed a happy 
scene, complete with a devoted young wife, and expanding medical 
practice, a warm welcome in the community, and the anticipated arrival 
of their first child. 

As with many families, sadness came into their lives, and on February 
24, 1860 they carried their firstborn, a son, to the hill of the Middle 
Patent Rural Cemetery where "Our Babe" was buried at the age of three 
weeks and three daysg 

A year passed, and in 1861 immeasurable joy came into the lives of Dr. 



and Mrs. Griswold with the birth of a healthy baby boy. Born on 
February 12th, he was named William Loomis Griswold, thus carrying 
forward the name of the family with whom Mrs. Griswold had lived 
when she was in Winsted and for whom she felt great affection. The 
name William came from Mrs. Griswold's father. 

- Community Service - 
Dr. Griswold's medical practice continued to expand and included 

patients from Banksvilie, East Middle Patent, Middle Patent, Bedford, 
Armonk, and the Towns of Greenwich and Stamford. Thus, his horse 
and buggy carried him many miles each day as he visited his patients, 
and as he drove along he kept a watchful eye on the conditions of the 
roads, for he served several years as Road Commissioner of the Town of 
North Castle.lWe assumed responsibility for the continuous proper 
maintenance of the roads and received high praise from many sources for 
his dedication to that post. 

Dr. Griswold's interests and concerns were numerous, and they 
reached far beyond his medical profession into the social, religious and 
civic life of the area. He was a fervent supporter of the Temperance 
cause, took an active role in establishing the Middle Patent unit of Sons of 
Temperance, and rose through the ranks of that organization to serve as 
Grand Worthy Patriarch of New York State. He was also an active 
member of the Westchester County Bible Society for many years, and 
served as a director and officer." 

Music was a great love of Dr. Griswold. He sang in his church choir, 
and due to his beautiful bass voice, he was much in demand for concerts, 
some of which he helped to organize in an effort to promote good and 
worthy causes. During the Civil War years, he sang all over Westchester 
and Fairfield Counties in an effort to inspire the Union cause. 

One such musical endeavor was named THE BURNSIDE 
VOCALISTS, a group of four men singers, namely: E. A. Lockwood, 
William Biby, W. E. Banks and Dr. Griswold. Their concerts were 
announced on printed posters which said the program consisted of, 
"Patriotic, Sentimental, Humorous, and Instructive Quartetts, puetts, Solos, 
etc ... Cheering the desponding, amusing the pleasure seeking, and tending to 
beget in all new strength to Battle manfully for our county, and her Glorious 
and Liberal Institutions" 12 

- More Responsibilities - 
In 1866 Mrs. Griswold gave birth to Mary Elizabeth, (the little girl who 

was mentioned in the first paragraph of this article) who died on 
Christmas Eve in 1870. But earlier that year of 1870 there was happiness 
for the family with the birth of their second little daughter, Julia Alice.13 

Dr. Griswold's medical practice continued to expand; his family life 
was a busy one with a wife and children, but his interest in public 
matters continued unabated. 

When the Banksville Council No. 86, Junior Order of United American 
Mechanics was formed in Banksville, New York, in 1896, Dr. Griswold 
was admitted as an honorary member because the qualifications stated, 
"men over fifty years honorary member-ship."'4 Another organization in 
which Dr. Griswold took great interest was the Acacia Lodge No. 85, 



Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, of Greenwich, Connecticut. He had 
formerly belonged to the Lodge in Mount Kisco, New York and 
transferred his membership to Greenwich. 

Religion was an integral part of Dr. Griswold's life. As a teenager he 
had joined the Methodist Church in Winsted, Connecticut, and after 
opening his medical practice in Banksville, he transferred his 
membership to The Middle Patent Methodist Episcopal Church. There 
he became extremely active in church matters, serving as steward, 
trustee and chorister [directing and singing in the choir.) Also, he was 
greatly interested in religion for the youth of the church, and he was 
instrumental in establishing the Sunday School at Middle Patent, where 
he served as one of the teachers.15 

"The Round H6use" in Banksville was bought by Dr. Griswold in 1859. Shown 
in front of it are A. Campbell Derby, M. D., from Canada, and Doris Finch Wat- 
son in 1983. Mrs. Mary Jane (Derby) Griswold was Dr. Derby's great-great aunt. 
Collection of Doris Finch Watson. 
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Ralph Barnard Griswold, M. D. 
Collection of Doris Finch Watson. 

Mnry Jane [Derby) Crir\vold, Dr. Griswold's wife. 
Collection of Doris Finch Watson. 



- A New Home and Office - 
By 1881 Dr. Griswold needed more space than "The Round House" 

could provide for both his professional and his family needs. He knew 
that Betsy Nash Fmch had died in 1880, and so he entered into 
negotiations with her sons to purchase the Ezekiel Finch homestead and 
land located across the street from the Finch Store in the center of 
Banksville. He completed the purchase on August 2, 1881.16 After the 
saltbox house on the property was torn down, Dr. Griswold built a 
magnificent square Victorian house of three floors with large office space 
on the south side to accommodate his medical practice needs." 

The Doctor sold "The Round House" in 1890 to Lizzie Crispo, a lady 
from New York City, who thought she might like to have a country place 
to enjoy in the summer.18 However, she kept it less than one year and 
sold the building and property to The Middle Patent Church in 1891. And 
thus, "The Round House" became the pars~nage.'~ 

- Reminiscences - 
Stories about Dr. Griswold were passed down through the author's 

family and provide additional insight into the life and times of this caring 
physician. During a great bout of influenza he worked night and day 
tending the sick until he could hardly function. The story goes that Mrs. 
Griswold found it very difficult to say no to anyone knocking at the door 
for help, and the Doctor was keenly aware of that fact. In an effort to get 
some much-needed sleep, he donned his hat and coat, told his wife he 
was going out, and he left via the front door. Once out of his wife's sight, 
he sneaked around to the back of the house and went up the rear 
staircase to the bedroom. Mrs. Griswold told his patients, in all honesty, 
that she had seen the doctor leave the house. When he came down the 
stairs after a few hours of sleep, she was flabbergasted. He had regained 
his strength and went right back to tending the sick.20 

Another story, which was repeated many times in the Finch family, 
concerns the night lightning struck Dr. Griswold's lovely Victorian 
home. Neighborhood women and children ran from house to house to 
alert men for the bucket brigade, and someone rang the Baptist Church 
bell for help. A brook, the eastern foundmg branch of the Mianus, runs 
behind Finch's store, and men formed a line from the brook to the 
Doctor's house, where a ladder was placed to the roof so the pails of 
water could be passed up to men on the roof. Thanks to the outstanding 
efforts of neighbors, the spreading fire was extinguished by the bucket 
brigade, and the home was saved.2' 

The author recalls an incident in 1957 which brought to light how 
thorough, but also how busy, Dr. Griswold was back some sixty-five 
years before - to be exact, on August 31, 1892. In 1957 Mrs. Enfield W. 
Plummer (Helen Finch], who was born in Banksville, telephoned from 
Maine to her family and asked that a copy of her birth certificate be 
secured from the North Castle Town Hall, as she was about to apply to 
the Social Security Board. When the copy of the certificate arrived, it read 
"Un-named Female Finch." The date and event were recorded promptly 
and properly, but the family had not decided on a name for their little 
daughter. Dr. Griswold registerd the event and simply filled in what he 



knew. Time and trips to Armonk via horse and buggy could not be 
wasted! 

- Customs of the Period - 
In the latter part of the eighteen hundreds, when it was customary to 

pay afternoon visits to the homes of friends and relatives, it was 
fashionable to leave a "calling card.  These were usually small white or 
ivory cards with the caller's name printed in stylized letters for 
gentlemen, while cards for ladies were often more ornate with borders of 
flowers, sometimes in colors. The cards were usually left on a silver tray 
placed for that purpose near the front door of the home beingvisited. The 
author's collection includes one calling card printed "Will L. Griswold 
and another card bears the name "Julia Alice Griswold. It would seem 
that Dr. and Mrs. Griswold wanted their young people to have proper 
etiquette. 

As with all country doctors, Dr. Griswold often had long waiting 
periods before his patients paid him for visits, and sometimes payments 
never came. Some paid in farm produce or wood from their wood lots or 
offered services, such as doing laundry or cleaning. One interesting item 
in the author's collection is a check payable to R. B. Griswold, endorsed 
by Dr. Griswold, from Maurice W. Bmndage, a blacksmith from 
A r m ~ n k . ~ ~  The check is drawn on The Fist National Bank of Port 
Chester, New York, dated March'l4, 1899, and it bears the number "I", 
so it appears that the account was just opened. The amount of the check 
is six dollars, and one must wonder how many visits that covered. The 
left front of the check bears the two-cent tax stamp marked "United 
States Inter. Revenue, Series of 1898." During that period in our history, 
every check had to bear such a tax stamp to help pay for the Spanish 
American War. 

- The Years Pass - 
Dr. and Mrs. Griswold were devoted parents to Will and Julia Alice. 

Dr. Griswold derived great pleasure, which he expressed to neighbors, 
when his son followed in the Doctor's footsteps and became a physician 
and surgeon. To distinguish him from his father, the young Dr. Griswold 
was known as "Dr. Will" to friends and colleagues when he began the 
practice of medicine in Greenwich, and that title remained with him 
throughout the years. 

On April 4, 1889 Dr. W i  married Martha Ellen Conkey. There were 
no children of that union, and they were divorced. He married again in 
1906 to Carolyn ~ o r r e l i ,  and they had six children, but only two lived. 
Ralph, their firstborn, was named for his grandfather, and their daughter 
was named Virginia.23 

Banksville was the setting for the wedding of Dr. and Mrs. Griswold's 
daughter, Julia Alice. On April 16, 1898 she married Wibur Watson 
Cooper, who lived in Winsted, Connecticut. Their firstborn was also 
named Ralph - another tribute to Dr. Griswold. Their only daughter 
was named Mary, undoubtedly after Mrs. Griswold. Even a great- 
grandson was named Ralph when be was born in 1930, many years after 
Dr. Griswold's death." 



Three generations of Dr. Griswold's family are shown here. (CR) Julia Alice, his 
daughter: Dr. Griswold; Lucius Griswold, the doctor's father: Dr. Will, his son; 
and Mary Jane, Dr. Griswold's wife. Picture courtesy of Doris Finch Watson. 

- More Community Involvement - 
Always interested in community improvement, on November 5, I905 

Dr. Griswold attended a meeting called to consider steps to improve the 
condition of the burial ground now known as The Middle Patent Rural 
Cemetery. He was one of several speakers interested in forming an 
Association. The following year, on November 10, 1906, he signed as one 
of the seventeen original incorporators. The incorporation was finalized 
in 1907, and the first meeting of the Board of Directors was held in 
Banksville at the home of Dr. Griswold in June 6, 1907. He served on 
various committees of that organization and as a member of The Middle 
Patent Rural Cemetery Board of Directors for the remainder of his life.25 

- Tributes - 
A quote from an old newspaper clipping bearing the scribbled date of 

April 19, 1907 (the name of the paper is missing)'features a main article 
about the good doctor, and the heading reads: "FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY.. . Friends Celebrate Completion of Half a Century 
~n 



Practice By Dr. Ralph B. Griswold." The article goes on to tell about the 
highlights of the celebration and then reflects upon a tribute paid ten 
years earlier to Dr. Griswold: 
"No better example of the reverence in which the aged doctor is held could be 
given and no higher tribute could be paid any man than that which was shown 
on April 15, 1897, when the fortieth anniversa y ofhis settlement at Banksville 
was past. The people of that section of the town tendered him a vey pleasant 
surprise in the way of resolutions signed by over one hundred prominent 
citizens attesting the high esteem in which he was held among them."Z6 

On the fiftieth anniversary, two hundred twenty guests appeared at the 
Griswold home to commemorate the event. Present were family, friends, 
colleagues, patients and old neighbors. In addition to Banksville resi- 
dents, people came from all the surrounding towns where the doctor's 
practice had reached, as well as from New York City and towns in 
Litchfield County, Connecticut. 

The celebration continued all afternoon and evening, and according to 
another newspaper, "A buffet lunch was provided .. . with the unconventional 
ways of the countryside prevailing, with none of the town method stiffness." 
The S u p e ~ s o r  of the Town of North Castle, A. Smith Hopkms, 
addressed those present with eloquent remarks and high praise for the 
dedicated country doctor. Tributes were presented by groups such as the 
Greenwich Medical Society and The Middle Patent Church. Many letters 
and cards of congratulations and thanks to Dr. and Mrs. Griswold arrived 
in the mail, and other remembrances included a multitude of flowers, 
pictures, silver gifts and books. One gift was an autograph album, which 
every guest signed, making it an important and lasting momento of the 
happy occasion.z7 

This view is of Banksville, looking north, about 1898. Dr. Griswold's house is 
on the left, Finch's Store is on the right, and the main road in between leads to 
Bedford. Collection of Doris Finch Watson. 
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