Corner of North Broadway and Virginia Road, North White Plains,
around 1890,
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The Nerth (astle Historical Society

15 BEDFORD ROAD, ARMONK, NEW YORK 10504

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear members and friends of The Norih Castle Historical Society,

This is number two of “North Castle History,” the bulletin publication
of The North Castle Historical Society. These publications are designed to
provide a collected source of material pertaining to North Castle. The aim of
the authors is to be entertaining, but each article is carefully researched and
can be used for reference. Each issue represents long hours of work col-
iecting and checking the facts and many additional hours preparing it all
for publication. Many thanks to zall involved in this vital and worthwhile
project.

During 1974 the Society was most fortunate in receiving many fine
gifts and 1 would be pleased to see this trend continue. When you are
housecleaning please remember that old letters, diaries, pictures, photo-
graphs, boolks and many other items that may appear useless to you could
be desireable items to the Society. All gifts and donations, including dues,
are tax deductible. The Society does not make appraisals nor does it have
any information about those who do. What may appear worthless to you
could have value on your tax return.

As the Bicentennial and the 240th anniversary of the founding of
North Castle approaches we here in North Castle are planning a fitting
celebration. The planning committee has formulated some very exciting
ideas that I'm sure will fascinate everyone, particularly the children. In fact,
July 4, 1976 will be their day. Help is urgently needed on many commiitees
to get the job done. Won’t you be a volunteer? Cail 273-3004 or see Mrs.
Devers at the North Castle Library,

My best wishes to all of you,

Sincerely,

Lindsay H. Welling, Jr.
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HANNAH KNAPP'S DIARY

by Barbara Massi

On June 1, 1848, 15 year old Hannah Frost Knapp of North Castle,
having received a diary from her Uncle Arnell F. Dickinson, proceeded to
enter a daily record covering a period of approximately a year and a half of
her life. Although it is neatly written and shows an amazing command of the
English fanguage the journal is difficult to read, partly because it is somewhat
faded, and partly because of Hannah’s delicate script, Nonetheless, it can all
be deciphered and it reveals Hannah as a warm, emotionally mature, well ed-
ucated and respectful teenager whose sensitivity for others is at times very
touching.

At the time, Hannah’s journal was probably quite insignificant to any-
one but herself, but in comparing it to today’s intensified life style it tefls an
invaluable story of the North Castle scene of the mid-1800%, the most
obvious difference being the slower pace and simple pleasures that were
indicative of the times. Occasionally the serenity was interrupted by a dis-
turbing event ¢.g. illness, accidents or quite often a death, all of which were
sorrowed but accepted as God’s will and life went on.

Hannah's home and family
Hannah lived in Middle Patent along the Bedford-Banksville Road,
approximately ' mile north of the old Middle Patent Methodist Church, in
what is now the home of former supervisor Richard P. Limburg. She refers to
her home as “Rocklawn” for part of the front lawn is dominated by a huge
boulder which she often climbed to observe with appreciation the beauty
around her.



The Knapp Farm, now owned by the Hon. Richard P. Limburg. The wings on the

right have been added onto the house since the Knapps lived there.

Hannah’s father, Samuel, was a farmer and from all indications, fairly
well to do. The family had farm help as well as a girl who helped with the
household chores. For the first weeks of the diary her mother, Patience,
had a continual struggle with some ailment -- possibly bronchitis or
pneumonia -- that caused her considerable discomfort and kept her in and out
of a sickbed with a cold, pains and coughing seizures.

)

Samuel Knapp Patience Maria Knapp

There was only one other living offspring in the Samuel Knapp family,
Hannah's 7 year old brother, Samuel Eldon Knapp, of whom she speaks quite
frequently and fondly.



Uncle Dickinson,1 to whom she was very close, was her mother’s
brother. He lived with his mother, Hannah Frost Dickinson, across from
the John Jay homestead at Cantitoe Corners in Bedford. The Knapps and
the Dickinsons were a very closely knit family and Hannah describes many
visits to and from her Grandmother and Uncle Dickinson:

Bickinson home, about 1900, showing some Dickinson decendentts. The
house was actuaity much farger than it appears to be in fhis plcture.l
..... About eleven o’clock Uncle Dickinson and Grandwma
cawme bere, took dinner, and spent the afternoon with us...”

The Knapp family usually attended the Bedford Presbyterian Church
to hear the Rev. Mr. Inglis, but other churches and meetings were also visited
on Sundays. Hannah' mentions attending an Episcopal service down at the
“little schoolhouse™ - apparently the old Middle Patent School - and ocea-
sionaily she accompanied Grandmother and Uncle Dickinson to various
Friends meeting houses in Westchester where she met many people of the
Quaker faith. Visits to friends or relatives in the vicinity were always made on
these occasions. Indeed, to go “calling” or to have “callers” on any day of
the week seemed to be the social trend of the times for people were coniin-
ually visiting one another. Dropping by to “take tea” sometimes ran into
dinner or supper and, depending on the weather, the distance to be travelled
or the lateness of the hour, frequently meant an overnight stay. Hannah
speaks of visits to many people and places in the area including Byram Pond,
Cross River, Pound Ridge, North and South Salem, Danbury, Purchase, Rye
Flats, and the beach at Mead’s Point in Greeawich:

“George Banks and wife, their two children, Abigail Smith
(sister of Mrs. Banks) pa, ma, brother and myself went
down to Greenwich on a point of land by Mr. Noab Mead's.
We spent the day there very pleasantly as we would be
1. Arnell F, Dickinson was a well-known, prominent citizen of Bedford and Westchester
County and served in many important posts, including Bedford supervisor and a term

inthe New York State Assembly. He had inberited his farm from his father, Arnell,
and was a prosperous farmer who invested his money wel and became guite wealthy,

§.



fikely to in a pleasant place with agreeable company. We
took dinner and tea under the shade of two venerable trees.
Went in the water bathing whick I enjoyed very much but
not as much as did my brother Samuel Eldon who seemed
in perfect ecstacy of delight frolicking all the while, Miss
Abigail Smith and I walked around upon the shore picking
up all the curious stones we could find, gazed upon the
meadows of dark vich green and upon the sparkling waves
as they wasbed upon the beach dashing against vocks that
were evidently wmuch worn by the waters, Sometimes we
would see o steamboat gliding majestically by us. Tb-;'y
passed quite close to the shore. We did not take our de-
parture until the sun was casting bis last recediﬂ(? rays
z’pon the place. Reached home about eleven o 'clock. The
ay was a lovely one and all nature seemed joyous.”

Hannah leaves North Castle
Part of Hannah’s diary was written in Brooklyn where she attended the
Brookiyn Female Academy for about eight months. Her early education,
which appears to be exceptional, was acquired in a scheol in Bedford.
While in Brooklyn she boarded first with a family named Mead, then with
the Holmes family after they moved to Brooklyn from Bedford.

To reach Brooklyn in those days was quite an accomplishment by
teday’s standards:

“Pa carried Uncle Dickinson and myself down to the
steawnboat. Uncle went for the purpose of taking care
of me. Started from home about 5 in the mormng, We
parted from Pa about 8 o’clock at the steamboat land-
ing [Port Chester] and got in New York about 11
o'clock. Then took the ferryboat directly over to
Brooklyn.”

An alternate route alsc used was: horse and buggy to White Plains,
the “Harlem Railway Cars” to New York and then the trip to Brooklyn.

While at the Academy Hannah took the Collegiate course in Latin,
French, Algebra and Chemistry. She studied art and continued her piano
lessons always practicing about two hours a day. She liked all of her teachers.

“....Uncle thinks that school teaching is an bonorable

employment and that 1t should be so considered. He thinks

also that persons who teack the youth of our country

should be possessed of @ good education and good manners.,.”

Hannah talks about visiting Prospect Park, Fulton St., Mott St., Chambers
St., Canal St., and Broadway, etc.:

“...Went down to Fulton St. and bad my daguerreotype
taken by Mr. Atkins. Paid two dollars. Seems to be a very
exact one...”’



On October 20, 1848 she attended a fair at Castle Gardenszand on Nov-
ember 7th she remembered her mother’s birthday

“..Clear and cold. Ma’s birthday. She is now forty two
years old. Today is election day when our president is to
be elected and I suppose it will be General Taylor...”

On December 9th she refers to the cholera epidemic in New York City and
hopes that it will not reach Brookiyn. Her 16th birthday, Friday, December
22, 1848 was spent quite uneventfully. Her entry for that day was:

“Snowing and bailing alternately. Took a music lesson. It
was my birthday. I am now 16 years old. Hope that I may
improve my time more this year of my life.”
Hannah's schooling ends abruptly
Twinges of homesickness are revealed at times, although they are
bravely camouflaged with tender words of appreciation for what her
parents were doing for her:

“..1 feel almost sure that eve long I shall see my dear
mother in Brooklyn and I trust that I may continually
think bow much my fatber and mother have done for me
and bow kind my Uncle and Grandmother Dickinson bave
been to me and [ will try all that I can to study and tm-
prove and to remember that time flies fast...”

Sometimme in April, 1849 Hannah was “taken with the measles” which
she had quite severely. She was sick for one month and apparently developed
bronchitis or preumnonia for she was left with a cough that lasted for months.
The iliness also left her eyes “‘very weak,” which, under certain conditions,
was a comymon after-affect of measles. Her mother went to Brooklyn and
yrought her home to North Castle on May 24, 1849. Until her illness Hannah
had not missed a single entry in her journal. She made only three entries in
May and then the diary skips to Thursday, July 19, 1849 when she continued
her faithful accounting.

Back in North Castle
Hannah’s life continued much the same as it had before her stay in
Brooklyn with the exception of her health. Her illness had evidently taken a
temporary toll on her strength for she occasionally mentions beconing
“fatipued” after an outing. On Tuesday, July 31st Hannah went visiting, as
she often did, with Uncle Dickinson: :

“. . Went along by Long Pond - over the mountain stopping
a while on the mountain to take a view of the surrounding
country. We bad a beautiful view of North Salem village.
Uncle Dickinson was very interesting, pointing oul every
object worthy of notice, one of which was the Granite
boulder, a large rock resting on four limestone points. This
rock is of a different kind from any found in that part of
the country which is all limestone, but this is granite. There

2. Castle Gardens was focated at the Battery. Many years later it became an immigration
processing center and then the New York Aqguarium,



are various conjectures concerning the manner by which
it came there, but any way we look upon it, it shows the
agency of a mysterious power.”

A visit to New York City

On December 17th Hannah left North Castle once again for a month’s
visit with cousins in New York City at which time she frequented many
cultural events. The stay also afforded her the opportunity of making many
new acquaintances as well as renewing old friendships. Hannah had reached
her 17th birthday on December 22, 1849, She returned to her beloved home
and family on January 16, 1850 and the journal ends after her account of
Wednesday, February 6th. The last two pages of the diary are devoted te
several verses taken from a book in the library of the Female Academy on
December 21, 1848, no author mentioned. Space being limited only three
of the verses are quoted:

Home
“There is a magic 1 the name of home,
A charm which even the callous bosom knows,
And oh, when from its precincts far we roam,
How brightly each loved scene in memory glows!

When wandering in a scene of strife and cares,
Mid those alas! we may not deem our friends,
How fair a form each scene of childhood bears -
How warmly each dear distant object blends!

Sweet - bappy bome! Ob can I e’er forget

Thy charms - thy flowery bowers, thine azure sky —
And those dear friends who in thy bounds are met
Ahb, no! Ab, no! ‘I'll love thee till I die.””

Epilogue
(by date)

1852: Uncle Dickinson married Elizabeth A. Robertson, teacher and
daughter of Henry and Huldah Robertson, who were neighbors of the
Dickinsons. They lived at the Dickinson farm. 1862: Grandma Dickinson
died. 1867: Samuel Knapp died, and Uncle Dickinson died of a heart attack
in the parfor of his home at age 49. 1874: Samuel Eldon, Hannah F. and
Patience Maria sold the farm in North Castle to a Thomas Baker. They
moved to Bedford where it is believed they lived on the road from Katonah
to Cross River {now Route 35) near the village of Cross River, The area is
not far from the Dickinson farm at Cantitoe Corners. Uncle Dickinson’s
wife and three children still lived there. Samuel Eldon Knapp married Clara
A. Conde probably around this time. 1879: A son, Eldon Conde was bomn to
Samuel Eldon and Clara C. Knapp. 1880: The Bedford census lists S.E.D.
Knapp, farmer; wife, Clara; son, Eldon C.; Patience; Hannah; and Jane
Ferris, a servant. Also in 1880 Eldon C. died, age 10 months, 23 days.
1883: A daughter, Ethel Maria, was born to Samuel Elden and Clara



Knapp. 1884: Patience Maria Knapp died. Her will, read June 25, 1884, left
" Hannah well provided for, but it also mentions that Willlam M. Skinner, Ir.,
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court, was appointed Special Guardian of Hannah
Frost Knapp ...“who is a person of unsound mind”.... 190§: Uncle
Dickinson’s wife, Elizabeth died. 190%: Samuel Eldon Knapp died.

Hannah had left home again on August 12, 1886 and spent the next
29 vears 5 months and 23 days in the New York State Hospital {asylum) at
Binghamton where she died of lobar pneumonia on February 4, 1916 at
the age of 83, She was returned to Bedford on February 6, 1916 (exactly
66 years after the date of her last journal entry) and buried on that date by
her cousin, Arnell, son of Uncle Dickinson, in the Dickinson-Knapp plot of
the Bedford Union Cemetery. She lies next to her loved ones - in an
unmarked grave.

Hannah had come home to stay.

FAMILY TREE

17721832 37831862
17611831 1762-1847 (5
Joshua Knapp m, Charity Mead Arnell fl)rc‘fzmson m. Hannab Frost
Kuapyp Farm, North Castle Dickinson F a'r m, Bedford
i f I
1 . .
15001567 ° . 18061584 others Patience Maria Ia. 12 yg. okd
Samuel m, Patience Maria Dickinson "< . saac £rost
e : Samuel Knapp oot B
Hannab Frost 1842.190% {Unete Dickinson)
Samuel Eldon Dickinson 1820 005
. Elizabeth A, Robertson
P851. .
Clara A, Conde 3 children
IV rrvvs Elfsabeth, Arnell, Hannab
Eldon C. 18831919
Ethel Maria
m.
? Alsdorf

References: Nicholas Knap(? geneology at Westchester Co, Historical Soc.; Lapd Records
Office, Westchester Co. Clerk, White Plains; the book “Katonah™ by Frances R,
Duncombe, 1961; Bedford census file of Mrs. W,A. Kelly; Knapp photographs in possess-
ion of Mrs. W.A. kelly; Knapp diary in possession of Mr. W, &Eegaj {uncle to B. Massi).
N.Y.S. Dept. of Health, Bureau of Vital Statistics, Atbany, N.Y.



10.

THE CAVES OF NORTH CASTLE
by Mary C, Brewer

Caves and rock shelters have captured the imagination and served a
practical purpose ever since Man evoived upon this Earth. What early man
was not grateful for a safe shelter for himself, his family, his tribe, from
which he could make sorties to hunt, could feed and rest out of the weather,
or could hide from his enemies? What small boy or girl of more recent date
has not enjoyed being scared witless when peeking into the dark beyond some
rocky entrance, sure that a ferocious beast lurked within?

Westchester Counfy, by its very topography, has its share of rocky
hiding places. Two genezal ranges of hills run north and south, one clase to
the Hudson, the other along the Connecticut boundary line, with hills from
two hundred to a thousand feet in height. Hence, water-courses also run
in a general north-south direction. The rocks are mainly gneiss and
mica-schist and limestone, ancient and entirely devoid of fossils, very much
folded and disturbed. The softer limestone and sandstone washed out over
the centuries into valleys, the hard gneiss remaining highland. Through ex-
tensive glacial action, large granite boulders were undoubtedly transported
to this region from Massachusetts and New Hampshire,

The North Castle area is especizally rich in rock shelters, which were ex- -
plored at the direction of the American Museum of Natural History by Mr.
M.R. Harrington in 1900-1901. One of the most important is Finch’s Rock
House, found a litile less than 2% miles N.E. of Armonk, in what is now
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North entrance to Finck's Rock House



Windmill Farm. It was formed by the falling of a mass of rock from the
ledge, and is actually an enormous overhanging rock with a glant boulder lad-
ged just below the outer edge of the overhang, creating a secluded shelter
32 feet long, 10 feet wide, and 11 feet high in front, with entrances at both
ends. Long a resort of picnickers, its Indian character was unknown until
Harrington dug there. The black top layer contained Indian relics, including
pieces of English frade clay pipes and other fragments of European origin,
showing that by this time, the natives had come in contact with the white
man. Earlier, a period without occupancy allowed sand to sift and wash in;
further excavation however found refuse built up to a depth of 2 feet in
places, containing relics and implements found at rock bottom, indicating

that the cave had been occupied soon after the great stone had fallen from
the ledge.

This cave is so well concealed that any war party passing through the
valley of the Mianus, only a short distance away, would not have suspected
its existence. Water was available in a small stream nearby and in 2 “pond-
hole™ about 50 feet away.

Other caves

Another shelter, located in North White Plains on city watershed
property, was occupied by a 19th century hermit, James Johnson, known
as “Fimmy-Under-the-Rock.”™ This refuge is a large flat hill, about 15
feet above the floor of a ravine. Jimmy added rough walls on the three open
sides, and constructed a raised bed from a box wagon body bolted to the
rack ceiling, to separate himself at night from the many copperhead snakes
who shared his hideaway.

Bet Heliker’s cave and Little Heliker’s are two shelters found about
a mile S.W. of Armonk, near the headwaters of Bear Gutter Creek. Apparent-
ly Bet did not actually dwell in the cave that bears her name, but lived in a
hut in the woods nearby. There.ds an unconfirmed. stary that for a short time
this cave sheltered Anne Hutchinson while she was enroute from Rhode
Istand to New York. In any case, white men did live there, as one of the three
fireplaces found within is a white man’s fireplace.

Bet Heliker's cave is also known to have been occupied, at various
times between 1860 and 1889, by a character called the Leatherman who
wsed many rock shelters in his wanderings through this part of New York
State and Connecticut. The Leatherman was a. mysterious man, dark,
stocky, strong and silent, He dressed in patched garments made of boot-top
leather weighing about 60 pounds, which rustled in the winds and gave off
& creaking harnessdike sound. The Leatherman walked almost continuously
in a huge circle comprising about 100 miles in New York and 200 miles in
Connecticut. He accomplished his trek in exactly 34 days for more than
25 yeers and was so punctual that farmer’s wives could plan ahead when
to put out food for him. Even the blizzard of '88 did mot disrupt his
schedule, But the next year he was found dead of exposure, cancer and

“See “North Castle History™ Vol 1 No, 1 1
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starvation in a cave neat Ossining. There s a large and fascinating folder on
this unusuzl man at the Westchester County Historical Society, containing
many contradictions and speculations as to his age, height and mysterious
origins.

Mr. Harrington also explored several other caves in and near North
Castie for the Museum. One is at Nebo Rocks, about 1% miles N.W. of
Armonk; a very small shelter is at the north end of Byram Lake; another
cne known to be the Leatherman’s is 2% miles S.E. of Armonk on
Quaker Ridge just within Connecticut; Quartz Quarry Rock Shelter is north
of Banksville, and a small shelter exists just north of Finch’s Rock House.
One called Buzzard’s Cave lies to the East of Byram Ridge Read in North
Castle Estates and another small one is located approximately % mile from
there.

These and other rocky hiding-places continue to fascinate, partly be-
cause of their strenuous geological origin, but probably all the more because
they were actually inhabited by Indians and by odd, unusual characters,

References: “Westchester County and Its People”, Ernest Freeland Griffin, Editor,

Lewis Historical Publishing Company, Ing,, New York, 1946; Frederick Shonnard and
W.W. Spooner “History of Westchester County New York.” 1900; History of West-
chester County New York, Vol. I, 1925, Alvah P. French, Editor in Chief.

== HISTORICAL RESEARCH ==

Blowing the dust from old documents and family bibles and looking for
headstones in old cemeteries in search of a particular person or family from
the past is a fascinating experience, One must be part sleuth, have an adven-
turesome spirit, possess a considerable amount of persistence and perception
and most important have the time to spend searching for and deciphering the
old documents.

Unfortunately, many of our forefathers did not see the importance of
complete and accurate recordkeeping, and there was no law requiring the
recording of a birth or death. Therefore, the North Castle Historical Society,
in its quest to gather as much information as possible regarding North Castle’s
past, is interested in obtaining ANY information about North Castle’s people,
places and events, regardless of how insignificant it may seem. Sometimes a
seemingly worthless bit of information can open up a whole area of valuable
data,

If you have anything relating to North Castle (letters, diaries, pictures,
newspaper clippings, family bibles, the history of 2 particular house, antiques,
or even something from memory or family legends) pleass let us know about
it 50 that we can record it in our research file. If you have any doubts about
authenticity, we will mark the information accordingly.

Arcl;x; ;Sg-; ];;egseiﬁgsisford, The North Castle Historical Society



























