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KEN MAINS, Our First President 
by Doris Finch Watson 

Back in the Spring of 1971 it was Ken Mains who was the spark that 
ignited the interest to form The North Castle Historical Society. Several 
people with a love of history had talked about it for years, but somehow 
an organizational meeting was never called until Ken put the pressure 
on. In return (and over his protest) we elected him the first president of 
the newly formed organization called The North Castle Historical 
Society. He served that post for two years and continued to work on 
behalf of The Society for many years. We owe Ken a great debt of 
gratitude, and we miss him and remember him fondly. 

Kenneth R. Mains (1935 - 1994) 

Ken was born in Mount Vernon, New York in 1935 where, as a youth he 
participated in the Boy Scouts of America, achieving their coveted 
highest honor of Eagle Scout. His family moved to Armonk around 1957 
where they established Mains and Mains Electrical Company. 

After graduating from Westchester Community College he was 
employed by AT&T. From 1958 to 1960 he sewed with the United 
States Army. In 1960 he married Sadie Marie Vinson and settled in 
Armonk where they raised theirtwo daughters, Linda and Diana. During 
this period he worked for AT&T at night and at the family's business 
during the day. 

Ken was a very proud Grandpa of Diana's children, Carolyn and Jimmy. 
Linda's son, Arnold, was born after Ken's death. 

In 1976 for America's Bicentennial celebration in North Castle, Ken built 
by hand from native wood an authentic wigwam for the Indian Village at 
Wampus Town Park. He was part of the North Castle Revolutionary 
Militia that marched in the 1976 parade and the Town's Anniversary 
parade in 1986. 

Our strongest memories of Ken are of his quiet, modest, soft-spoken 
demeanor. He always preferred to be a 'behind the scenes' historian. 
His research shows attention to detail and unique organizational ability. 
During the 1980s the Westchester Historian published his research on 
the car manufacturers of Westchester County and this work has recently 
been edited and republished by Karolyn Wrightson in her local history 
column for Gannett Suburban Newspapers. 



Ken and his wife, Sadie Marie, gave The North Castle Historical Society 
a copy of their 1980's project which indexes ail known copies of The 
North Castle Sun and The Norfh Castle Monitor. Months of hours were 
needed to produce this most important addition to our knowledge of our 
town. 

We are all indebted to Ken and Sadie Marie Mains for this work, for 
their demonstrated love of community and for their friendship. We 
continue to mourn Ken's passing from among us. 

The North Castle Sun and The North Castle Monitor 
An Indexing Project by Ken and Sadie Marie Mains 

Following is Ken's explanation of the project: 

"About The Papers 

"The North Castle Sun was started by Alvah P. French in 
October of 1913 (See October 26, 1923, i:l). The llrsf issue fhaf is sfill 
in existence is Vol. 12, dated January 23, 1914. Originally carrying eight 
pages measuring 7x11 inches, sizing was changed on November 5, 
1915 to 11x14 inches (with periodic size reductions) and reduced fo four 
pages. 

'Xlvah P. French's name appears for the last time on the July 9, 
1926 issue. Beginning October 7, 1927, William J. Dietrich became 
editor. During Dietrich's era the paper became heavily Armonk oriented. 

"hbsf extantissues between 1914 and fhe first few publications 
of 1928, were bound and preserved by the North Casfle Public Library. 

"Near the end of this phase of the project missing copies of this 
paper, during the 1928 to 1930 period, were uncovered by Lois Holmes 
of The North Castle Historical Society. Her cooperation permitfed their 
inclusion here. Subsequent to that reopening of the project it was 
learned fhaf Hank Johnson had been able to rescue some additional 
papers. These papers have since been donated to The (North Castle) 
Historical Society andare coveredin this work. Once we thought we had 
finishedthe project, we took fhe first drat7 to Dick Lander. He reopened 
the project by producing more missing issues from his closet. They were 
also covered. 



"Because we had not remembered The Historical Society's 
unboundcollection, The North Castle Monitor was used to cover August 
29, 1929 (vol. I, no. 9) to May 19, 1932. Begun under Robert M. Hart, 
this paper changed editor on February 11, 1932, when Robert M. 
Mackenzie took over. The last copy of the paper is dated May 19, 1932. 
The Monitor was a much chattier paper resulting in a much greater 
volume ofnotes. nie Town was more evenly covered from North White 
Plains to Banksville. Eventually, two reporters wrote under their own 
"by lines'? Charlie Kaiser's rich sense of humor and gentle moral 
castigation had been unidenMed in fhe old Sun; James 0. Hopkins was 
a young college kid with a writing ability far surpassing his years. Kaiser 
invented "Armonk K. Nuft" between collecting eggs and raising White 
Leghorns. Young Jimmy Hopkins would try to infuse some intellect into 
ihe locals through book and theatre reports and keep Charlie Kaiser on 
his factual toes. A study of these two will someday provide us with an 
interesting story. The Monitor can be found bound at the North Castle 
Public Library. 

"About This Work 

"The work contained .here is a byproduct of a search for 
information on the Quinby telephone line. Since the line went out of 
existence prior to the start of a North Castle newspaper there was only 
a 1000:l chance that it might be mentioned in a flashback article. On 
fhat tiny chance, it was decided to read all local newspapers available. 
Affer a few papers were covered I realized that there were things here 
that ofhers might be interested in, ifthey knew where to find them without 
doing what I was doing. 

7 began taking notes on fhings of interest to me. This depended 
solely on my frame of mind at any particular sitting. There was no 
preorganization of standards or methodology. Things like church 
activities were nearly constant in small towns like this and listing of every 
happening would be too time consuming and voluminous. The same 
applies to people visiting other people and birthday parties. The papers 
carried scattered reports pertaining to happenings in Valhalla. Most of 
these were not included in this work because I considered North Castle 
my focus. 

"I tried to get all deaths, marriages, and information that 
identified married women to their maiden names. 



"The project started off as a moderate one and grew larger 
logarithmically. My wife, Sadie Marie, volunteered her magic fingers and 
layout ideas to make the notes presentable. Any mistakes she did not 
catch were mine originally with the exception of what the newspapers 
did to some people's names. 

"This is not an inclusive work because it was not an intended 
work. 

"By (he) 1932 (edition) , my original project was suffering from 
the loss of time diverted to this so that is the last year of this segment. 
Anyone is welcome to carry on from here but please let us know so that 
duplication of effort does not occur." 

Men Mains and Granddaughter Carolyn, April 29,1993 
(Photo courtesy Mrs. Sadie Marie Mains) 
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Mr. and Mrs. Curry's Peaceable Kingdom 

The map was drawn in 1942 by Dolph & Stewart. 
(Map M-30 from The North Castle Historical Societfs Map ~oliection.) 



A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE R. EUGENE CURRY 
A Founding Member of.The North Castle Historical Society 

1900 - 1994 

Last February, our community lost R. Eugene Curry. His contributions 
to The North Castle Historical Society, Armonk Lions Club, St, Stephen's 
Church, North Castle Town Board, North Castle Road Naming 
Committee, the Mianus Gorge Preserve, Middle Patent Church, the 
Middle Patent Rural Cemetery Association and the Banksville 
Community House will remain for generations affer us. 

As a tribute to Mr. Curry, and for an insight into his extraordinary 
character, your editors offer excerpts from Mr. Curry's 1991 
Thanksgiving address to a gathering at St Mary's Church at the 
intersection of Hickory Kingdom, East Middle Patent and St. Mary's 
Church Roads in East Middle Patent. 

A Peaceable Kingdom 
by R. Eugene Curry 

"In 1930, affer we had gotten settled in our farm home on Mead Road, 
Margery began to drive about the countryside. One day, she came home 
quite excited saying that she had found another world, and so it was, a 
Peaceable Kingdom ... 

Farming and Mining 

"This had been farm land, rolling fields and woodland. Oxen had been 
used, especially in building stone walls. Jim Todd told of seeing iixteen 
pairs of wooden ox yokes hanging in an old Hobby barn. Nearby, 
George Mead was plowing with oxen into the 1950's. Andrew Muirhead 
told of raising vegetables to be sold in Stamford, and we know that 
apples, potatoes and other crops were shipped by steamer to New York 
out of the lower landing in Cos Cob Harbor at the end of the Mianus. 
Shad fish were caught far up the Mianus River. 

'There were several mica and feldspar mines, one of them open to the 
publicin the Mianus Gorge Preserve. In 1939, after World War I1 began, 
several were reopened to obtain molybdenum, for hardening steel. Just 
overthe hill from this Church, off Kingdom Ridge Road, there was a pit 
where trees were cut up and burned to make charcoal." 



Among the Families 

"The roads were dirt until in the 1930's Allie See obtained waste from the 
feldspar mine owned by John Kinkle in Bedford. Later oiling made the 
roads of today. Before that, many springs and thawing made automobile 
passage almost impossible. Robert Ingersoll, Sr. kept a team harnessed 
to rescue cars near his home on Hickory Kingdom Road. His sons, 
Robert (and wife Bert) and Steve (and wife Amanda) had their homes 
there also. We lost Steve this year, but we all remember his outdoor 
sawmill with huge logs sawn by the roadside. 

"...Jim Todd tells of finding a quotation from one of the Hobbys: 'I have 
a thousand apple trees dancing on my hillside!' 

"The Pons home at the joining of East Middle Patent and Mianus River 
Roads, now the Piers MacDonald home, was a stopping place for the 
stage coming up through Stanwich. Here, also, cut leather was 
distributed for piece work on shoes, done by lamplight in the winter 
months. Some of the ladies stitched shoes to raise money for the horse 
sheds at the Middle Patent Methodist Episcopal Church nearby. Grain 
was being ground as late as WWI in the mill which still stands with its 
dam and is now a residence at Miller's Mill Road. 

"Among the old families, we have mentioned the Hobbys. Another was 
Abel Miller. He had a brick and mason building business in Brooklyn and 
commuted in the 1880's to New York, driving horse and buggy to the 
Greenwich railroad station. His children, born and reared here, include 
Emma (mother of Doris Finch Watson), Nellie (wife of Robert Ingersoll, 
Sr.), and son Frank who lived in the William G. Foulke, Jr. home of 
today. Frank Miller was the father of our beloved Richard Miller, known 
to many here for his loving care of the St. Matthew's burial grounds. 
Richard left us two years ago ... 

"In 1916, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Cohen purchased the Gouverneur Morris 
place on Miller's Mill Road, now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 
Cummings, Ill. Daughter Anne (Cohen) married William B. Heller and 
they have maintained their home here, and also their daughter Susan, 
three generations. We lost this good neighbor, William Helier, beloved 
by all, this month. He sewed in public office under (New York City) 
Mayor Lindsay and was active in many voluntary organizations. In the 
house next to the Cummings home was the Stephen Bonsal home, from 
1900. He was a famed correspondent, covering the Spanish American 
War and WWI, and sat at the side of President Wilson at the Versailles 
Peace Conference, 1919. Son Dudley Bonsal was off to Dartmouth and 



Haward Law School in the 1920's, then built his own home of today on 
St. Mary's Church Road ... Mr. Silvey, of the New York Telephone 
Company, lived in the Harold T. White home of today. Mrs. Silvey and 
Margery founded the Middle Patent Garden Club in 1933 ... 

"Walter and Hope Weil purchased the Percy Elliott pig farm in 1931. 
They converted the old barn with its great timbers into a very nice 
home ... Daughter Hope married Benjamin F. Levene, Jr. and they had 
their own home on Hope Farm ... 

"William and Elizabeth Siesel and daughter Janice also came in the 
early 1930's and soon Henry F.Winterling came along to marry her and 
they had their own home adjoining. William Bradford and Dorothy 
Hubbell came in 1932..Sadly, the first casualty of WWll in North Castle 
was Captain William Bradford Hubbell, Intelligence, Army Air Corps on 
the Alaska front in 1943. Dot ... lives here to this day. Jim and Alice Todd 
came in 1936; others of that time were John and Henrietta Lockwood, 
John Sterling and Polly Rockefeller ... Donald McElroy built a small 
bachelor cottage ... 

"Among those arriving in the 1940's were the Godino family, Scott and 
Grace Reiniger. Ted and Lucia Faithful and daughters, Ralph and 
Winifred Bugli and sons, Robert and Margaret Parke and many others. 
Aage Jensen and his friend built the home next to this church (building). 
Later, Clifton Daniels and his wife Margaret Truman Daniels rented the 
white house opposite this church ..." 

(Ed: St. Mary's Church was built in 1853.) 

East Middle Patent School 

"The one-room school on East Middle Patent Road involved the entire 
community. Richard Miller told of Elvin Chase, a teacher in the early 
years of the century. He carried a heavy cane which he used on the 
children, wore a derby hat, had a gold chain across an ample bosom, 
and lined the children up and piped them into the schoolhouse. His 
successor, from 1916 to 1961, was Geraldine McCoy Lanfair. She came 
as an 18 year old to live with Clarissa Hobby, the sole trustee in the 
colonial home now that of Ron and Betsy Atkins, Hobby Hill Farm. Soon 
the mail carrier, Lawrence Lanfair, wooed and wed Geraldine, and they 
built their own home nearby. Mrs. Lanfair had all eight grades in one 
room. She started and stoked the stove in the room for many years. 
Later a furnace and oil burner were installed, and indoor toilets in the 
basement. ... out of her modest salary, (she) gave a silver dollar to each 



student for perfect attendance for a year. Kenneth Levene treasured 
seven of these silver dollars .... (Geraldine) and Larry lie in the St. 
Matthew's Church burial grounds." 

(Ed: See Nodh Castle History, Volume 10, pages 28-31 and Volume 13, pages 2526 for 
a full discussion of the East Middle Patent One-Room Schoolhouse now relocated to The 
Historical Society's educaflonal complex.) 

Mianus River Gorge Preserve 

"On December 12,1953, an important event took place, the founding of 
Mianus River Gorge Preservation Committee, now the Mianus Gorge 
Preserve. This has been a vital pioneer project in a national movement. 
Thousands come to walk quietly along the trails, restoring their souls. 
For the past six years, Anne Hubbell French has reached out beyond her 
duties as Executive Director to help found the Mianus River Watershed 
Council, in two states and five towns ...." (End of excerpts from Mr. 
Curv's speech.) 

Mr. Curry, a graduate of the Haward School of Business 
Administration, made a career as a real-estate developer in 
Westchester County before World War II. During the war he 
sewed with the United States Navy as a lieutenant commander 
and deputy chief of the naval base at Kwajalein in the Marshall 
Islands. 

He is survived by his wife, Margery Metheny Curry; two 
daughters, Margaret C. Gregg of Bethesda, Maryland and New 
York City, and Janet C. Harrison of Williamsport, Pennsylvania; 
two sons, Dr. Renwick E. of Atlanta, Georgia, and John P. of 
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and 14 grandchildren and 10 great- 
grandchildren. 

When Mr. Cuny celebrated his 90th birthday, your editor greeted 
him with a hug and kiss. Always charming and cheerful, with his 
ever-present fresh, seasonal flower sprig pinned to his lapel, he 
responded :Oh, my! You make me feel like a young man of 89 
again!" 

His life touched all of us who were blessed to know him. He lives 
in our memories. We miss him very much. 



Mr. R. Eugene Curry and Mrs. Margery Curry 

(1988 Photo Courtesy of Doris Finch Watson) 



St. Mary's Church Building 

St. Mary's is one of the earliest Episcopal church buildings 
in the area. 

Owing significantly to Rev. Alfred Partridge, rector of St. 
Matthew's in Bedford, St. Mary's was incorporated on 
December 29, 1851. It was not until two years later that a 
church building was erected. J. Thomas Sharf wrote in 
1886 in his History of Wesfchesfer County that "... 
exclusive of timber, blinds and furniture" the sum of 
$1,623.13 was expended. 

Today St. Mary's Church building and property are 
maintained by St. Stephen's Episcopal Church in Armonk. 

Pen and Ink Drawing, 1983, by Hal Schaller 

(Item 85-51-2 from the collections of The North Castle Historical Society) 








































