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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

To meliibers of The North Castle Historical Society. 

Thank you for your membership! This issue of North Cnstle History is 
our 251h annual publication. It is our gift to you for your 1998 
membership. 

As I reflect on the previous 24 issues, I am proudly reminded of the 
educated and dedicated volunteers who have contributed their ideas, 
witten articles and joined in the production of these issues. We are most 
fortunate to havc so maliy tale~ited and giving friends who are \villing to 
share their knowledge of the history of our Town. To make these issues 
even more useful, we are engaged in a massive word-by-word indexing 
project. These indexes will be available for purchase at our Museum 
Shop when you visit Sunday afternoons. 

Another projcct (and hope!) is that every resident of North Castle should 
visit the educational complex: nest, get to know the work we are doing 
and, then, join with us in our purpose to bequeath a love of history to our 
neighbors and our children. 

We look forlvard to sl~owing our co~nplex to many new visitors during 
1999! Won't you help by bringing at least one new guest this year'? 

Give sorneone the gift of a membership in The Society. Encotirage 
someone to lealn niore about the history of our Town! And, doii't forget 
to renew your 1999 membership! 

Sincerely, 

President 
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JAMES GUION OF NORTH CASTLE, 1777-1861 
(Brother of Mary "Polly" Guion Brown) 

By George Pouder 

Thirty-one years ago my wife Aurelia and I bougllt our ancient house 
on the Bedford-Banksville Road in Middle Pateilt and subsequei~tly 
leanled froin Gene Curry' that it had been James and Tabitha Lyon 
Guion's' home from 1804 until James's death in 186 1. 

Coincidentally, Guions had owned our New Rochelle property: 
Clareilce Guion, M.D. had been Aurelia's cl~ildhood physician; and I 
had been acquainted with Molly Guion Smythe, tile celebrated 
portrait painter. The Guions descended from Louis Guion, Ecoyer, a 
Huguenot; \\rho escaped religious persecutioll in La Rochelle, France 
in 1687 "leaving the pots boiling on the stove". James was his great, 
great grandson. 

Jaines and Tabitha Guion purcl~ased their (our) home in 1804 from 
Sa~nuel and Charity Lyon Banks" for whom, according to their 
descendants, the house had been built as a wedding present in 1778." 

James Guion served the town in many responsible capacities: 
Assessor, Coivnlissioner of Highways, Conunissioner of Schools, 
Justice of the Peace and New York state asselnbiyrnan bet\veen 1819 
and 1821. He held court for a number of years in his house.' 

' R. Eugene Curry. See .\'ortl? Castle Ifistow. 1994.Volume 2 1 
' James Guion. age 73. and lus wife '"Tabbithy", age 65. appear in the Noiih 
Castle 1850 Census. 
"atnuel Banks inarricd Charity Lyon 9 April 1778. He was a son of Jolrn 
and Deborah Newnlan Banks. He sewed as an Ensign in tlle Westchester 
County Militia during !he Revolution. Charity was the daughter of Israel 
and Abigail Husted Lyon. The Lyon farm was north of the Banks's home on 
the road to Bedord and is presently tl~e home of Regis Gignous. 
1 See Stvirh-AmiI<s Progeny by Everett Reynolds Close. 1975. privately 
yrinted. 

James Guion. Gilbert Purdy and James Hopkins were appointed the first 
Comrnissioners of Common Scl~ools at a Special Town Meeting on April 22. 
1813. 
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Tabitha and Jarnes's sister Mary were oftell spinning, weaving and 
quilting at our fireplace. I11 1804 James was at dcatll's door for two 
months with "the pleurisy". Mary came to help Tabitha, keeping all- 
night vigils at Janes's bedside and helping with Tabitha and James's 
two-year-old daughter, Sarah. 

Tile doctor (they made house calls then) was a handsome young 
bachelor, 1ie14~ to town. Mary, ever alert to a potential beau, 
demonstrated her domestic skills by mending his tom glove and 
frayed sleeve while he tended his patient. The patient recovered, but 
the flirtation expired, In the end Dr. Minor married another Bedford 
belle.' 

James and Tahitlia and four of their daughters taken in the bloom of 
their lives are buried in St. Matthew's Cemetery in Bedford7. Nearby 
are his sister Mary, her husband Sa~nuel Brown and their daughter 
Hetty. Jariies's brother Alvah, an Episcopal priest, rests near the 
church where he had often preached. James's parents, Jonathan and 
Phoebe Lyon Guion, are also buried in St. Matthew's Cemetery. 

James sold St. Matthew's forty acres in 1803 for the church building 
and cemetery (at a price of $1,100). James was also one of the 
founders of The Middle Patent Cliurch at the time of its formation in 
1826." 

Mary's Diary 

During the 1960's I heard that the New York Historical Society had 
the 1800-1852 diary of Mary Guion Brown. I lioped that it would 
disclose more about this illustrious family, and particularly their 
connection with our home. As I had hoped, Mary's brother James 
and our house figure often in the diary. Before her marriage Mary 
lived in her father's "mansion housew9 on East Middle Patent Road ,- 

near Hickory Kingdom Road. Her father's property backed onto 
brother Janies's (and would later be joined with James's) and she 

' The bride was Betsy Lounsbury. 
7 Betweell 1802 and 1824 James and Tabitha had 8 daughters and 3 sons. 

See hiorrh Cnsrle Ifistorv. 1990. Volume 17. 
'Jonathan Guion purchased the property for 350 lbs. froni Israel Lockwood 
in 1772 "in rl~e 14" ,wnr of /?is Alajesp 's rainge". 
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described her frequent walks through the fields and woods along the 
brook to visit her brother. 

1 pen~sed Mary's original diary, spattered with ink spots and candle 
\\,ax drippings, in the New York Historical Socicty's Reading Room. 
Hoping to study it at Leisure, 1 bought a microfilm of the entire 387- 
page doculnent and donated it in 1997 to The North Castle Historical 
Society. Barbara Massi, who is a Tn~stee of our Society and 
researches old diaries'", soon discovered that Louise Seaman Bechtel 
and Eloise LnquerH transcribed the diary in the 1940's. Miss Luquer 
was given the diary by Margaret Jackson, who had found it covered 
with the dust of seventy years in the attic of the Brown house" in East 
Middle Patent. Katherine Barrett Kelly, Bcdford Town Historian, 
now retired, made the transcript available in typed form'3. Dr. Martha 
Toinbave Blauvelt, Professor of History at St. John's University in 
Minnesota is currently using the transcript as a source for her studies. 
The diary will be an invaluable aid to research in many fields. 

Mary's diary records information about early customs_ mores, 
courting, transportation, medicine, e~itertainment, occupations, and 
landmarks. It even i~icludes an account of Mary's childre11 being 
knocked u~ico~iscious by lightning (they recovered!). It reveals 
women's roles, attitudes and restrictions in the men's world of the 
early Republic and makes fascinating reading. 

It depicts more of sicktiess, accidents, and deaths than these people 
deserved. Arnoiig the tragic and sad events tllat Mary described were 
the deaths from "consumption" of four of James and Tabitha's 
daughters: three in their twenties and one at age thirty-o~ie. Two 
deaths occirrred in our house at Christmastilne in 1829. The pathos of 
those events literally leaps out of the page for the reader. 

I 0  See Arorrh Cfl ,~ t /e  Ilisrolv. 1975. Voltrroe 2. 
" Daughter of the Rev. Lea Luquer. Rector of St. Matthew's Church. 
Bedford. 1866 to 1919. 
" The Brolvn 1101ne was on Mianus River Road at the present intersectio~~ 
wit11 East Middle Patent Road. The l~ouse stands today wit11 extensive 
additions and altemtions made Uuough the years. 
l 3  Barbara Massi. and Aurelia and George Pouder have found some 
differences between the transcript and the ~nicrofilrn print of tile diary. 
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People sometimes ask us if we have any ghosts in our house. If we 
do, they must be content to have us here and, indeed, we feel we 
know them quite well! Copies of tintypes of Janies and Tabitha hang 
in our library. 

Our gratitude to the Bedford Historical Society and to The North 
Castle Historical Society for funding the printing of a copy of the 
diary from the microfilm. Our admiration to Barbara Massi for her 
unstinting dedication to comparing the typed manuscript with the 
copy from the microfilni. Aurelia and I are happy to have played a 
small part in this c~ideavor and know that in tlie process we have 
gained more than we have given. Hopefully, Barbara's book of 
excerpts from Mary's diary will be available during 1999,' almost 200 
years after the North Castle teenager started writing it. 

WHEN A DOLLAR WAS A DOLLAR 

EDWARD J. CONNOR 
ARMONK GARAGE 

SUPPLIES : OOODILAR TIRES : (IASOLINE hvT"o%$ZsD 

GREASINO i I I O R A O E  : WLLDiNC 
,*Lm * ~ C R V ~ C ~  

CILIUOrl arDIgUnIN. .. oWrRAI oIzIXIYLIUL rnuonn r u u o r  nn;l 

c"t""eL" .ART. 
M O W  CAW. 808 

Rz.*me*ATo"s 

I. a-6051 cyz. 1ie;n m e g e t  n13952 
4 a-$610 Guides 
1 A-6521 Gr.zket 
2 A-GSLi8 
1 h-8255 " 
Z h-6505 Y=lvea 
1 A-3507 a s k e t s  
1 4i-8600 ?an D116es 

Ubor i::e1uees rEfeCe Sects ererice ,' 
four four 'lelvea & sdjusr valves & rer:.ir 
nreii t o r .  
Less 1571 an P a r t s  

" 
A 1937 invoice for car repair fro111 collections donated Lo 
Tlie Historical Society by Orrin Husted. The handwriiten 

notation reads "Paid. E.J. Connor. Thank You." 



ARMONK'S PUTTY FACTORY 
The Everlastic Products Corporation 

By George Waterbury 

"We do not nmke all the goodpt l t~i  hut 011 the pzrtg~ we make r r  good "' 
The Armonk putty story begins in 1932 when Henry Kinkel built his 
putty factory in Ar~nonk at 28 Wl~ippoon~ill Road and moved all the 
equipment from his Port Chester factory to this new site. The Everlastic 
Products Corporation continued operating in Arrnonk until the late 
1940's. 

Henry Kinkel was brought ~ i p  on his father's 300-acre fann in Bedford, 
New York. His father, who arrived there in 1872; discovered feldspar 
and quartz on his property which he developed into a quarry and mine, 
known as the Bedford Mining Con~pany. His business thrived in the 
village froin 1900 until 1936 when the mine was leased to a New Jersey 
company. The pure white feldspar he discovered was sold to a variety of 
customers, such as Lenor China and Corning Glass and J. T .  Robertson 
Soap Company for use in their "Boll Ami" cleaner. hl I990 thc Kinkel 
family placed a monument in Bedford to Inark the spot where Bedford 
Mining Company was situated. 

Why did Henry Kinkel decide to move his putty factory to Armonk'? 
The answer is a mystery since the nearest railroad location was in 
Vall~alla, malting it more difficult to bring in such supplies as whiting, 
fifty gallon d n ~ m s  of linseed oil and various other supplies for mising 
putty as well as packaging the product. Some days, the factory would 
produce in cscess of sir tons of putty, reqniring great qquantities of 
supplies and packasing. 

Mrs. I<inkel' operatcd the shop where cans were assembled. Sheets, 
approximately four fket square, were obtained from a lithograph factory 
in Brooklynl from which one- and five-pound taus were produced. The 
sheets were imprinted with the name of the business, "Everlastic 
Products Corporation", as well as private labels for different chain 
hardware stores who \\*anted their own names on the taus (for esample, 

I Slogan of tile Evcrlastic Products Corporation. 
' Hcnp Kinkel inarried Beatrice Kollar in 1921. They had tn80 daugliters. 
PIlyllis and Beatrice. 
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Masback. Inc and Goldberg rn Tanytolm) Thc larger slze cans. such as 
12 %. 65. 100. 275. 550 and 1.000 pounds \wre purchased already 
asscnibled 

All of the putty sold by Everlastic was produced and packaged at the 
Wliippoonuill facton.. The putty machine would produce 1.000 pounds 
at a time in approximately one-half hour. The 65- and 100-pound cans 
cot~ld be filled directly at the vat. but the larger sizes would be placed 011 
the loading platform and snialler c a ~ s  would be filled and dunlped into 
the larger colitailiers and then placed on the delivery truck. The smaller 
size cans uiider 12 % poullds were filled by hand from a large tub which 
was drawn frolii the vat. Labels were affixed to the cans, which were 
then sealed and packed in boxes for delivery. 

There were three types of putty sold by Everlastic: commercial, white 
lead and steel sash. Putty made for wood sash was made with whiting 
and linseed oil. The steel sash putty was made with whiting and a very 
special techliical formula of mixed oils, which at that time was the best 
011 the market. Commercial putty was packaged in larger size drums and 
sold to hardware stores and lumber mills ma~it~facturing doors and 
windo\vs. 

The delivery area e~~coinpassed the State of Connecticut up to Hartford, 
Westchester County, New York, all of the five boroughs of New York 
City and all of the State of New Jersey. Once a week a trip was made to 
Philadelphia where a large complex of apartments was being built. They 
would use six to tell tons of putty a week. Once a month a trip was made 
to the Washington, D.C. Naval Yard to fulfill orders for a large 
government contract. Everlastic had two trucks for delivery purposes: a 
1935 Ford and a 1941 Dodge. 

Just before Cl~ristmas in 1943 a fire broke out on the second floor of the 
building above the factory In spite of the extensive damage. the factory 
continued to operate - especially since govenunent contract deadlines 
had to he met.:' 

Upon Mr. Kinkel's death in 1944, Mrs. Kinkel sold the business to 
Harold Weiner of White Plains who operated the fact017 until his death a 
few years later. 

' World War I1 ~vas bcing fought at Illis time 
I 1  



Thereafter: Mrs. Kinkel had the building reniodeled into two individual 
apartments. In tlie later 1940's the building and land were sold to a Mr. 
Boesel who no longer owns the property. 

Two daughters were born to Henry and Beatrice Kinkel, Phyllis Phillips 
who lives in White Plains, New York and Beatrice Redfield who lives in 
Princeton, New Jersey. Mrs. Kinkel passed away in 1970. 

Everlastic Prodrrcts Corporation employed Harold Wood as Manager and 
Wally Briggs, Hailk Johnson, Eleanor Kittridge, Pam Liamo, Mrs. 
O'Brien, Miss Reason, Mr. Segal, Abe Waterbury, George Waterbury 
and Ed Wedge in various jobs. Annonk's putty factory has faded, but 
the memory endrrres. 

Au!l?or's Note 

,4,jier prn~I~intii?g,fi.orir high .scl~col in 1940, 1 ivorked,for rhe Kiiike1s.for nlrrrosr 
hl8o vears ns n k l i ~ ~ e i y  drii~er ~irifil I ivenr into the .Wni'n/ .iir Corps ii? e d v  
9 ll'orkii?g,fiir tl7e11i wns o grent experience. It ii,os hnrd u~orl< i~,itl? ilerv 
long n'qvs .Soniefirrles I relur17edfroin deliveries ns lnte or lO:OOp.~ir., hot Alrr 
Kinkel 11'os n111,qv.s tilere lo rrreel lire fo .see [hot eveyt/?i~?g 11.0~. o b i ?  2' %bsn,s 
iniVted to rl?e Kii?kel /?orire ,for .specin/ occasions nr7d h01icln.v.s (I especinll,~ 
reirreitrber Tl?m?k.spi\dr~~!i ni?r/ receiiaed other pre~2rer?linl treantrenr. Tl?qv 
trenred me like o so,?, it,hich, being IR,venrs old I nppreciored so riiiicl?. I hmae 
nei'er ,fPlt this enrpiover-er?ipIoi.i.ee relntionship again. I n8i,sh to th0171i Pl?vl/is 
Kinlie1 Pl?illips,for her help isit/? specinl detnils om1 clntes in rhe preporation of 
th;.s nrficle. 

[George WatcrBury is the son of Abram and Blanche Ferris Waterbu?. His 
brothen and sisters are Abram, Jr. (deceased), Nellie, George, William, Milton. 
Elmer and twins Edith and Eva (deceased). George is married to Claudine Coll and 
they live in Thornwood. He is descended from the Ferris, Sniffen and Sarles 
families on his mother's side and the Hustcd, Hunter and Brundage families on his 
father's side. George's grandfather, Albert H. Waterbury, farmed a l a ~ e  holding 
of 188 acres on the ivest side of Whippoorwill Road near the intersection with 
present-day Half Mile Road in Armonk The North Castle Historical Society is 
proud to own a beautiful model of tlie farm as it appeared ),ears ago. Albert's sister, 
Belle Waterbury, created the model when she was 80 years of age. In 1916 Albert 
sold the farm and moved to Danbury, Connecticut, where he died in 1937. Shortly 
after he moved, the farmhouse burned to the ground and the outbuildings fell into 
decay. Albert's father, Abraham Waterbury, farmed on present-day Route 120 just 
south of the intersection with Route 22. The property later became part of 
Cornelius Agnew's Wenga Farm holdings and is presently owned by IBM 
Corporation. Until recently the farmhouse was used by the Byram Hills School 
District for offices.] 
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THE EARLY ANlERICAN DISPLAY HERB GARDEN 
AT SMITH'S TAVERN 

By Caroly~l Salon and Consta~ice Quarrie 

"Thnt ',s pnrsley!" "1s.n 't that chives? " "We use 1of.s o f  thnt in our 
solon's nnd smrces. " "Ugh!" "Wi?nt's that smell? It nlmos~ .rrnells like 
.firrnit~frepoli.sh. " "L,ernon Rnlrn ". is the tour guide's response. 

During the spring and fall garden tours: Master Gardeners Mary 
DiBernardo, Carolyn Salon, and Vivian Utko as well as other volunteers, 
meander from plant to plant. The visitor is handed a leaf or two for 
slnelli~lg or tasting. The tour guide smiles happily when eyes light up as 
an herb is recognized. 

Constance Quarrie (top) and Caroiyn Salon (bottom) discuss herbs with 
children touring at Smith's Tavern [~hotoglaghs rouxlesy of Constance Quorrie] 
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An early Anierican herb garden was not merely onianiental: it was 
necessary. Herbs were used in a variety of ways, such as flavoring aiid 
preserving foods and teas; helping to cure various illnesses, repel insects, 
dye cloth, perfi~~ne the bath, clothing and honsehold linens, freshen the 
air in the house, condition the hair, and stimulate appetite and digestion. 
They were made into teas, tonics, poultices, and ointments. Single herbs 
that could be used alone were called sin~ples. 

When Chinese tea was too costly or unavailable, native 
BW Balm Aniericali herbs were used to brcu) herbal teas. Beebalin 

was brewed as an everyday tea. Catnip was brewed as a 
tea for cold, fevers and headaches. Chamo~nile tea 
calmed the stomach and conditioned the hair. Comfrcy 
was brewed to treat intestinal upsets, litng ailments and 
hemorrhage: costn~a~y for colds and stomacl~aclies: 
l~orehound for c o ~ ~ g h s  and colds; hyssop for rheumatism; 

Lavender lenion ball11 for headache, fever and asthma. 

Lavender, parsley and rosemary rvere used to tanie bad 
breath. Pennyroyal was used to discourage fleas and 
mosq~~itoes. Lavender and sweet woodr~~ff \Irere used to 
freshen the air and clothing as well as linens. Lavender 
and southemwood were used to repel moths. Rue was 
strewn on the floor to repel fleas and flies; sot~thernwood 
to repel ants. Tansy leaves were quilted in a cap and 
won1 for headaches. Tansy flowers yielded a yellow to 
orange dye for fabrics. Lemon balm oil uras used both 
as furniture polish and, strangely enough, as a p e r f h e .  

Many herbal remedies worked because their oils could be absorbed 
through the skin or ingested from the teas. The oils contained 
antibacterial properties. Poitlticcs and plasters applied to the feet worked 
especially well. 

History of the Display Herb Garden at Smith's Tavern 

In 1982, the Green Acres Garden Club of Arlnonk, New York voted to 
sponsor an early American display herb garden at Smith's Tavern in 
memory of Pauline ("Pi") Murrah Benz. At the Dedication of the Herb 
Garden, the Garden Club presented The Society with a framed 



photograph and moving tribute written by Margery M. Cuny honoring 
Pi. The plaque hangs inside Smith's Tavern 

Helen Whitinan. a landscape architect specializing in early American 
herb gardens: provided the Garden Club with a plan. She chose the area 
below the terrace behind Smith's Tavern since it affords easy access 
from the house. Although t l ~ e  area is much slnaller than a working 
garden for an eighteenth century fanlily, it shows a representative sample 
of some of the more connnon herbs, which would have been grown. 

In May, 1983, the plot was dug and edged in fieldstones gathered from 
the property by Guy Papale. Plants were purchased by the, Garden Club 
a i d  planted by Maggie Liinburg and Carolyn Salon. Lois Cbabris 
provided a rich mulch for the plants. Decorative tubs for the terrace were 
donated by the Garden Club and were later replaced by Boris Utko. In 
ensuing years, two nearby trees died and were taken down aild the stairs 
in the center of the garden were removed, making sonze rearrangement 
necessary so that the light requirement of each plaut would be met. 

Many voli~nteers, including Barbara Cuny, Mary DiBcmardo, Pat 
Johnson, Cotmie Quarrie, Carolyn Salon, and Viviau Utko have helped 
maintain the garden. 

The Green Acres Garden Club 

North Castle residents and visitors benefit from the beautification 
accomplishmei1~s of the Green Acres Garden Club. 

Club members sponsor plantings of street trees and display plantings all 
over Town as well as at the Armonk library, both inside and outside. 
They host a deliglitful semi-annual Flower Show at the library as well as 
an annual Plant Sale at H.C. Crittenden School. The Club funded the 
design for the Wanlpus Brook Park inaster pla~i, 

The Green Acres Garden Club creates and donates Christmas wreaths 
each year \vliich beautifully decorate the North Castle Library as well as 
the four Colonial buildings at The Society's educational complex. 












































