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Dear Friends,

I must say that it is an honor to be President of The North
Castle Historical Society.

To be presiding at the turn of the century is especially
meaningful! This unique event offers me the opportunity to be a
voice that reminds us not only how much we look forward to the
future, but how priceless is our past. In order to have a solid future,
we must have firm foundations. So, more than ever, our history and
our historical places should be acknowledged and treasured!

Read this booklet; read all of our booklets (available at all of
our town and school libraries and also for sale at Smith’s Tavern).
Read, come visit, be proud. Our community needs its citizens to be
informed about our history and to have fun finding out about it at the
same time.

Become active in the affairs of our community. The North
Castle Historical Society has numerous opportunities for your
participation. Please contact us -- let's be informed volunteers
together!

SincerelM
iam Krantz

CHARTERED BY THE REGENTS OF THE UNEVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
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SCENES FROM OUR PAST
The Wagonwheel Restaurant

by Doris Finch Watson

It often happens that finding an old photograph or a scrap of ancient
paper will bring back a flood of memories. For long-time residents it can
awaken old interesis and reminiscences of the “the way we were” — and
for new residents it can reveal part of our past. That is what history is all
about.

Recently, an old photograph of an Armonk spot called “The
Wagonwhee! Restaurant” (see front cover) opened a well-spring of
recoflections for several townspeople. Their reminiscences® paint a
colorful picture of a bvgone era, one reflecting a lifestyle of more than a
half century ago.

The Wagonwheel Remembered

The Wagonwheel Restaurant was a well-known gathering place,
crowned by a fancy sign depicting a wagon wheel. It stood atop a hill no
longer in existence. That particular hill was called the “little hill” while
the hill where Smith’s Tavern and the Hillside Church stand was called
the “big hill.” The so-called little hill was located west of the
intersection of North Greenwich Road and Route 22, and was cut away
and the road leveled when New York State changed Route 22 in the late
1960s. All the buildings on the little hill were destroyed to make way for
the highway of today. {Originally Route 22 passed by the Armonk
Methodist Church and St. Stephen’s Church and it is presently called
Bedford Road. Niles Avenue used to connect directly to Route 22.)

The Owner

The Wagonwheel's owner was George P. Schmaling, well known in and
around North Castle for his many interests. He is remembered as a
business owner back in the 1930s and 1940s who was an excellent chef,
one who served “out of this world breakfasts™ according to one long-ago
customer. Another former customer recalls having a {full turkey dinner
for $1.35 and a roast beef dinner for $1.50. The restaurant had a counter
as well as booths, and the curtams at the windows supplied a homey
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atmosphere. In addition to the restaurant, Mr. Schmaling operated gas
tanks, which were focated to the left front of the Wagonwheel, His son,
“Phil” pumped gas. Before starting this station, Mr. Schmaling owned a
gas station across from the weil-known old Log Cabin.’

The Lifestyle

George Schmaling was called “Buck™ by everyone. Among his varied
interests, he played drumms and was the leader of the Armonk Fife and
Drum Corps, which was organized after the founding of the Armonk
Independent Fire Co., Inc. in 1930, The Corps played for the Fire
Company at various fire parades and Memorial Day parades. A long,
hilarious poem entitled “Buck’s Yankee Doodle Band™ was written by
his friend, “Al” Young, and it is printed at the end of this booklet for
~ your enjovment.

Ancther facet of George Schmaling’s active life found him serving as
Chairman of the Armonk Republican Club, In 1960 he and New York
Governor Nelson A, Rockefeller were photographed together addressing
Armonk Republicans at a gathering in the famous Log Cabin Restaurant.

! Please see the 1979 and 1982 issues of North Castle History.
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There is an interesting tale concerning another of Buck's varied hobbies,
which was target shooting. The story goes that several local men,
including Ralph MacDonald, Maynard Allen, Walter Bell, Sr. and Buck,
practiced their pistol shooting out of a back window of the Wagonwheel
Restaurant. They stacked sandbags out back and shot at a target which
was on a clothesline-type arrangement that allowed them to pull the
target back after each round was completed so each man’s score could be
tallied. Reportedly, they used a muffle box to keep the sound down.
Later, their target practice moved to the range located on Walter
Wohlfeil's farm on Byram Lake Road. The restaurant became more
peaceful.

One early resident recalled that busses with disabled veterans from a
Soldiers’ Home would stop at the Wagonwheel on the way to visit the
Danbury Fair. Buck Schmaling operated his business for many years,
finally selling it to a person named George Frank, who continued the
Wagonwheel tradition of good food served in a friendly atmosphere.

The Tax Collector

Buck Schmaling made time in his busy life to serve on the North Castle
Planning Board from 1939 to 1941. But perhaps Buck 1s best
remembered by some as the Receiver of Taxes for the Town of North
Castle, a post he filled for fifteen years, from 1946 to 1961, The tax bills
he issued had a personality all their own, including his original poems,
his humor and his friendly greetings with holiday decorations
surrounding the bill — perhaps in an effort to ease the pain of paying tax
bills. Fortunately, some of the unique items Buck produced have been
preserved. They tell a lot about him, and are a lasting tribute.

GEORGE P, SCHMALING . AECEIPT

Roteiver of Taxes
TOWR OF HORTH CASTLE

\ ARMORE, NEW YORK \ No, 17

General Town and District Greelings fox the Year 1347

A FPEASONAL 'ﬂsl! nOl YO‘JI ltcl:!\'bl or Tlm

m:c zs| A MERRY XMAS . XX} xx

M T. & Nrs, Roy Parrington + JAN. “ A HAPPY NEH YEAR X% | xx
1 .
Armonk, B, Y. ’ i
< :

e ! PERALTY xx

PRID IN FULL utC
DEC. 25, IM6 : %%ﬂ(

Donated to the collections of The North Castle Historical Society by Mr and Murs.
John Schnoor. Mrs. Schnoor (Eleanor) is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Farrington.



But to people who frequented his restaurant, Buck is remembered for his
camaraderie, his excellent food and his coffee ... coffee which John
Schnoor says, “was always made with Martinson’s blend and real cream
and sold for ten cents when some places sold coffee for five cents ... but
it was worth it!”

It is interesting to note that at one point the Wagonwheel Restaurant was
offered for sale with a piece of land 100 x 100 (not inciuding the gas
station) in the following listing quoted from an old real estate sheet:

“As a restavrant $8,000
As a house $7,500

“Completely equipped restaurant, can casily be renovated
to an attractive house. Gas pump and station separate.
Could bring income. Owner will take back mortgage.”

A Time for Change

At the latter part of the 1960s, New York State made payments to those
who owned property on the little hill, and they were ordered to leave.
The buildings were demolished and the little hill was leveled. The new
Route 22 came through Armonk.

The “little hili” is gone. The Wagonwheel Restaurant and the Gas
Station are no more ... but the many memories and the old photograph
are with us — a bit of treasured history of “the way we were.”

|

* Special Thanks to the following who graciously shared their memories:
John and Eleanor Schnoor, Walter Ray Bell, Jr., Marguerite Lewis, Joseph
Genkerell, Bumpy Taylor, Pat Farquhar, Ralph and Ruth Kahn.

* * * * * #

Corrections to the 1998 Issue of North Castle History

Regrettably mistakes do occur. Please correct the name to Julian Howay
(not Haway) in “The Banksville Community House™ article. In “The
Windmill Club Tums Fifty” article please correct the date of
incorporation from {848 to 1948.



Theodore Bfundage
1839 - 1907

Clara Brundage
1843 — 1908
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A NORTH CASTLE FARMER’S 1886 DIARY

The following article is reprinted with permission. It first appeared in
the Westchester County Historical Society Bulletin, Volume 25, 1949.
The diary entries illustrate the farming life prevalent in North Castle
fourteen years before the turn of the fast century. Not only does Mr.
Brundage detail the weather, he itemizes the price of staples such as
flour, as well as the money received for fruits and vegetables grown on
his farm. His wife and daughter sewed shirts, which Mr. Brundage sold
in Port Chester and Bedford Station,

“THEODORE BRUNDAGE, 1839-1907,
NORTH CASTLE FARMER

by Richard N. Lander

The 1886 diary of this good citizen faithfully portrays the life of that day.
At the crossing of the Banksville Road with the Peck’s Land Road' he
owned 57 acres - the present Walter S, Gifford estate. This property was
close to the proposed right of way for the N.Y., Housatonic and Northern
R.R. (Westchester Historical Bulletin, April-July 1946) and within a mile
of the Connecticut State line. Mr. Brundage was a loval member and
conscientious official of the Middle Patent Methodist Church
{Westchester Historrcal . Bulletin, January 1948) and voted the
Prohibition ticket. His wife (Clara Armenia Palmer’) and his daughter
(Clara who had married William J. Brundage. they lived with her
parents) finished shirts cut out in nearby shops. At Brundage Corners,
near Armonk, was his brother Maurice the weil-known blacksmith®. The

' This is not a reference to the present-day Pecksland Road in Greenwich, but
rather a reference to the Peck family’s fand in North Castle.
* Armenia was the daughter of Alvin and Catherive Palmer, The 1850 Federal
Census for Nogth Castle shows Alvin, age 32. Catharine. age 24. and Armenia.
age 7. listed between the Joseph Eisanhart and the Mary Johnson households.
The Alvin Palmers are shown on the 1831 Sidrey and Neff map living between
S. Foster and J. Foster on the Mt Kisco Road just before the Cox Avenue
intersection. Alvin Paliner died in 1891, age 78 years. Catherine. his wife, died
in 19G2. 77 vears old. Both are buried in the Middle Patent Rural Cemetery:
Theodore, Armenia, William }. and Clara Brundage are also buried in the same
cemetery.
* See North Castle History booklet. 1981, Volume 8.
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family Bible records and the diary are published by the courtesy of a
nephew of Theodore Brundage ~ Mr. T. William Brundage of Armonk.

January

Fri. 1", Clear and pleasant. I went up on Chesmut Ridge afler Lauro
and Delieh who spent the day here. I called on the Derby's. Will made
13 calls. Surprise party here at night.

Sat. 2 Clear. Went to Armonk to the mill. Paid Maurice® $1.25 for
work on wagon.

Sat. 16" Clear. At night I went to Derby’s Pond® to see the skaters,
about 30 was there.

Tues. 26", Clear. [ went to Bedford Station with shirts, received $2 for
it.

Fri. 29" Rain. Yesterday I paid the taxes $17.38. Armenia and [ went
to Armonk to Mrs, Palmer's store. Will received $12.25 bounty money
on woodchucks. 25 cents per head.

February

Mon. 1" Clear, Iwent to Port Chester with shirts. Af night Trusiee and
Sunday School meeting at the church.

Tues. 2" Clear. In the afiernoon Will and I went to the Quarterly
Conference held at Bedford,

Fri. 5% Clear. 10 below zero,

Sat. 6" Clear. [ went to Greenwich. The harbor was froze out as far as
Captain Islond.

Mon. 15" Clear. At night I went to Trustee and Stewart meeting at C.
E. Brundage s to take some caction on the pastor living in Middle Patent.
Wed. 24" Clear. Will and Clara went to Singing School.

Moarch

“ Maurice Brundage's Blacksmith Shop was on the old Danbury and New Yorik
Post Road. e also operated a Carriage Shop.

" The only Derby family listed in the 1850 Federal Census for North Castle is
Abraham. age 30. a shoemaker. Elizabeth. age 34, George. age 3. Mary E.. age
3. Emily A. age 10 months: and Jesse Smith. age 13. living with the family. The
household is listed between Sarah Bussing. a widow. 86 vears of age and
William Worden. a shoemaker. age 39 his wife. Angeline. age 38: and children.
Sarah. age 17. Eunice. age 7. and William, age 4.
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Tues. 9. Cloudy. Will and I went to the Auction at Samuel B. Ferris -
clock sold for 5100,

Wed. 17", Clear. We went to the gift tre¢® at Dr. Ralph B. Griswold's
house (Banksville).

Fri. 26" Clear. I ook the oxen to the shop.

Sat. 27" Rain and snow. 1bought a ton of hay of J. Green $20.

April

Thurs. 1", Clear most of the time. I went to Bedford Station, bought one
bag of Timothy seed. paid $6.60 for it. Will grafted for David Brundage
and others. received §1.40 for it.

Eri. 2 The roads dry. I went to Armonk with 2 barrels potatoes.
received $4.

Sun. 4" Snowed some. Will went to church. Rev. Evart H. W. Barden
preached farewell sermon,

Mon. 5" Snow and rain. I went to Armonk, bought a barrel of flour.
price $6.75.

Thurs. 8" Cloudy. Will went to Greenwich, bought a plow, price §4.25.
Began to plow for onions.

Sat. 10" Clear. Sowed the onion seed,

Sun. 11" Clowdyv. Will and I went to church. New pastor, Rev. Edward
H. Dutcher was there. Clarva went to Chestrut Ridge Meeting ot night.
Tues. 20" Clear. Avmeria and I went to Round Hill. bought 4 rolls of
paper for the wall.

Sat. 24" Two thunder storms. Armenia papered the hall.

Fri. 30", Clear. Began to plow for corn. Will and I helped Hunter get
his ox out of the mire, we got home about 9 p.m.

‘

May

Fri. 7" At night rain. Finished planting potatoes. I went to Bedford
Station. bought 22 % yards of carpet, price $16.88.

Mon. 10" Rain some. Will went to Port Chester and hired the Wishard
place (neiérhboringfarm)for the vear.

Thurs. 13" Rain. We planted corn until the rain drove us off

Sat. 15" Some rain. Will and I went to Quarterly Conference — church
has been newly carpeted and the wall in the choir room painted,

% A custom, as explained by North Castle Town Historian Doris Finch Watson,
of attaching cards. notes and money 1o a tree or large limb from a tree and then
presenting the gift tree to a couple in celebration of a wedding anniversary.
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Sun. 16" Clear. We all went to church morning and evening. The
Presiding Elder preached. Chestrat ridge church set apart from this
church. In the afternoon Will and I went to the fineral of Elnathan
Finch wha lived in this house years ago and built the Seting (sic) room,
Sat. 29" Clear. We went to Milton Point fishing, (had) good luck.

June

Sat. 12" Clear. Will and I worked at father’s at fences. (Harrison
Brundage®, the present John Shedd residence).

Wed. 30" Will went to Mt. Kisco and bought me grain cradle. price
§3.23: one mowing and one bush scythe, 2 hand rakes.

July

Eri. 2 Clear. Will and Clara went to Greenwich, received $11.50 for
3 barrels of apples.

Wed. 7". Clear. We cradled rve at Win. H. Brundage. received $4.
Thurs. 8" Clear. We cut rve for Coles D. Brundage. received 5.2.50.
Mon, 19", Cloudy some. We cut wheat for Father and raked our rye.

August

Mon. 2. Shower at night. I went to Bedford Station. bought barrel of
Hour price $3.75 -and a wash bowl & pitcher price §1.

Fri. 13" Clear. Will and Clara went to Greenwich and Port Chester.,
received 83.50 for 2 barrels of pears.

Wed. 18", Clear. We all went to the Salt Water Pick nick.

7 Elnathan Finch. like the author of the diary, was also married to a Palmer.
Margaret H. Palmer, Margaret died May 2. 1884, at the age of 83 years.
Elnathan was 86 years of age when he died in 1886. Elnathan was appointed
Overseer of the Roads. District #4 for five one-year terms: 1824, 1828, 1835,
1836 and 1846, North Castle Town Records, Volume 2. page 61 describes Road
District #4 “Round Hill Road from Banksville-Bedford Road to the State line
and Mead Road to the State line, Banksville Road from Round Hill Road to
Mianus River {Giffords Lake). Other Overseers for District #4 from 1824 until
1846 were David R. Hobby. Ezekiel Brundage, Gideon Palmer, Joseph Feeks.
Slias Sutheriand. Horace Green. Jonathan Hunt Green. and Edgar L. Brundage

* The Harrison Brundage houschold is listed next to the S. P. Sm}th household
on the 1850 Federal Census for North Castle,
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September

Sun. 3" Cloudy. In the afiernoon we went to the Grove Meeting on
Chestrut Ridge,

Tues. 7" Clear. Began to dig potatoes.

Sun. 12" Thunder shower. We all went to church. temperance lecture,
Tues. 14" Clear. W, H. Mead called with a book. Grant's life (the
General Personal Memoirs). price $3.50.

Wed. 13" Clear. Bought a horse of H. H. Johnson, price $163.

Mon. 27" Cloudv. County Fair began. Singing School.

Ocrober

Wed. 6" Clear. Picked apples.

Mon. 11" Clear. Will went to Port Chester with 6 barrels of potatoes.
$12.

Wed. 20" Clear. Will went to Greenwich with 4 barrels hand picked
Greening apples. $1.25 per barrel. Benjamin Husted s barn burned.
Tues. 26" Cloudv. We bought 3 calves of B. Searles. price $24.50.

November

Tues. 2" Clear. Will took § barrels of onions to Armonk, $11.25. We
went o the Polls, voted Prohibition. (Griffin, Prohibition candidate for
Congress. 14" District. had 734 votes: James Wood, Republican. 9,744
and Wm. G. Stahlnecker, Democrat, 10,001.)

Wed. 3% Clear. The painters are painting the church.

Sat. 6" Cloudy and some rain.  Finished husking corn. Bought 2 pigs
84,

Mon. 29" Some cloudy. We killed pigs. Paid school tax $4.05.

December

Fri. 3% Clear. Cut wood.

Sat. 4. Cloudy. Skating on Derby’s Pond.

kri. 10" Clear. Sold 50 Ibs. of chickens to W. S. Smith $5.50

Sun. 19" Clear. All of us went to church at night, the man’ that painis
fecripiure lexts) on rocks was there.

# See North Castle History bookiet. 1978. Volume 5.
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Wed. 22™. Clear part of time. I went to Chestnut Ridge after 7 barrels
of apples with the oxen.

Thurs. 23" Cloudy and some rain. At night we went to church to the
Christmas tree, I received a book.

Sat. 25" Clear. Christmas Day. Will went after his father and family
{Chestrut Ridge) and brought them down fo dinner.

Fri. 31 Rain and hail. Will and I thrashed rye.

FAMILY RECORD
Marriages

David Brundage and Elizabeth Lockwood, December 12, 1793,
Harrison Brundage and Mary E. Purdy; February 6, 1839,
Theodore Brundage and Clara A. Palmer; November 7, 1864,
Eugene Tompkins and Evelina Brundage: December 6, 1865,
Edwin C. Brundage and Julia M. Knapp; October 16, 1872,
Thomas P, Brundage and Mary E. Banks; September 18, 1873.
Maurice W. Brundage and Lizzie Clark; February 10, 1875.
Harrison Brundage and Josephine Briggs; September 8, 1875,
William J. Brundage and Clara A. Brundage; October 2, 1883,

Births

David Brundage, March 23, 1768.
Elizabeth Lockwood, September 26, 1772,
Allen Brundage, August 29, 1794
Sarah Brundage; July 14, 1796.
William Brundage: November 22, 1302.
Eliza Brundage; June 24, 1805.

Annis Brundage; September 22, 1807,
Hetta Brundage. November 22, 1809
Harrison Brundage; February 16, 1811,
Mary E. Purdy; August 29, 1815,
Theodore Brundage; December 3, 1839,
Clara A. Palmer; November 22, 1843,
Evelina Brundage, July 10, 1841
Harrison Brundage; September 3, 1843
Edwin C. Brundage; March 18, 1847,
Thomas P. Brundage., January 9, 1849,
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Maurice W, Brundage: June 3, 1852.
Clara A. Brundage: October 26, 1867,
William J. Brundage; August 16, 1859,

Deaths

David Brundage; April 20, 1829,
William Brundage: April 18, 1853,
Elizabeth Brundage; March 10, 1857,
Helen Brundage: Janaury 15, 1869,
Eliza Cox: May 15, 1874,

Sarah Hopkins; September 23. 1874,
Mary E. Brundage. October 22, 1875,
Annis Cox; September 9, 1889,

Hetta Banks: November 23, 1889,
Harrison Brundage: February 12, 1891,
Maurice W, Brundage; October 30, 1905,
Theodore Brundage; October 6, 1907.
Armenia Brundage; November 7, 1908,
Alvin Palmer: December 3, 1891,
Catherine Palmer; August 4, 1902,
Thomas P. Brundage; October 12, 1917,
Harrison Brundage; July 26, 1918.
Eveline Tompkms; January 6, 1920
Edwin Brundage: Janvary 27, 1921,
Julia M. Brundage. April 5, 1923,
Josephine Brundage, April 23, 1924,
Clara A. Brundage; May 28, 1927
Eddie Brundage; March 28, 1934,

Asnna Alley Brundage; January 16, 19377

[J
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COUNTY LORE SET LANDER COURSE
Excerpted from the Reporter Dispatch Newspaper
Wednesday, September 17, 1958 Edition

by Madelaine Wiison

“Tell a child, 'Y remember when...” often enough and you may make an
amateur historian out of him. That's what happened to Richard Norman
Lander, thirty, a Westchester native who comes from a long line of
Westchester people.

*... Restoration of old abandoned Westchester cemeteries is a favorite
project of Dick Lander. Together with James R. Caruso, supervisor of
the Town of North Castle, and Alvah See, North Castle commissioner of
highways, he is part of the three-man *Cemetery Committee™ which
searches out and cleans up old deserted burying grounds in their town'.

“They have fixed up six, still have two yet untouched. One already
restored “nice and tidy” is the Roger Lyon® burial ground at Coman Hill.
In it there are only about 12 identifiable graves. Another 35 have
fieldstone markers from which time has erased all identification. Logcal
tradition has it that these are graves of American soldiers who died in a
field hospital after the Battle of White Plains. Lander heard this story
from the late Judge George E. Mead, ninety-three who had heard the
story in his boyhood.

*... The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery”... is south of Route 22, marked
by the tall shaft erected by the Iate Charles G. Banks, attorney .and one-
time president of the village of New Rochelle, who designated in his gift
of six acres of land to the cemetery that a final resting place should not
be denied any person, regardless of creed, class or financial condition.

“A portion of this monument, a bronze marker reads in part, is dedicated
to the unknown and unmarked graves in this cemetery in the dust of
eternal sleep.”

' Today, New York State Law requires Towns fo maintain abandoned

cemeteries.
® See North Castle History, Volume 13. 1986 for further details.
* Samuel Banks® farmland where he was buried in 1743 is now The Middle
Patent Rural Cemetery.
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