
HISTORY 

[The North Castle Historical Society, Welling Collection, 1976 Photograph] 

ISRAEL TOWNSEND HOUSE 

THE NORTH CASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Volume 28 -- 2001 



President's Message 

Dear Friends, 

This past year The Society has focused on delivering quality historical 
and educational programs to the community - two goals of our mission. 

Membership has continued to grow. Colonial Crafts' Days have 
sustained an upsurge in student attendance. Docents have experienced a 
rise in the number of unscheduled visitors as well as scheduled 
teacheristudent field trips. These increases tell us that our community 
supports the preservation of the history of the Town of North Castle. 

Maintenance of our buildings is an ongoiiig factor. This year we have 
made minor carpentry and masonry repairs, as well as painted and done 
some general cleanup. However, much work remains to be done. Also, 
we moved the gift shop into a larger remodeled space this year so that we 
could expand the inventory and improve access to the shop. 

History is our passion. As part of our efforts toward preserving our 
Town's history we continue to provide quality programs. Some of our 
inany events during 2001 have included: St. Patrick's Day Breakfast, 
Annual Meeting, Progressive Dinner, Silent Auction, Burial Ground 
Tour, Colonial Dinner, Docents' Tea, slide presentation of "The Lost 
Village of Kensico and the Building of Kensico Dam", Baskets' Exhibit, 
Spring and Fall Colonial Crafts' Days, and the Annual Holiday 
December Celebration. 

The many friendships we are making are valuable. We appreciate your 
continued support of the work of The Society - whether by donation, 
attendance or volunteerism! 

incerely, 
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ISRAEL TOWNSEND 

by Sharon Tomback 

Philosophers tell us life is ever changing. 
They tell us nothing remains the same. 

Town of North Castle residents can attest to this philosophy. In many 
parts of our community, we are seeing another wave of new construction 
as well as adaptive rebuilding of old structures. One example is the site 
of the old Townsend house at 495 Main Street, Ar~nonk. A portion of 
the house dates back to the late 1700s. 

The house has been subjected to major remodeling and restructuring for 
conimercial uses. It has not heen a residence for many years. American 
Revolutioi~arv Historv in Nortli castle' contains a photograph of the 
house as it appeared in 1976.~ The description of the photograph relates 
that the house had a number of owners and tenants and at one time 
housed a restaurant. The latest changes occurred in 1999. 

A Descendant's Memories of the House 

"Our old homestead in the village of Armonk still stands on Main 
street3 My greaf great grandparents, Israel Townsend and Phebe 
Weeks, came from Oyster Bay, Long Island and settled in Armonk 
about 1776,"he house now has sixteen rooms, with an extremely 
large kitchen, two very large open fireplaces and a Dutch oven.' 
Since great, great grandfather Israel Townsend6 had ten children 

I Edited by Harry E. Sandford and Michael J. Kern, The North Castle 
Bicentennial Committee in collaboration with The North Castle Historical 
Society, 1976. 
* Refer to the front cover of this publication. 
' The house presently serves as an office complex with additional, new 
construction for retail shops. The North Castle page in the 1881 Whitlock's 
Atlas shows the house as a residence of S. 0. Townsend. 
4 North Castle Town Records indicate that in 1783 israel Townsend was 
appointed by the Town of North Castle as Overseer of the Roads from the 
middle of the bridge by James Weeks' house down to the State line. 
' Sometimes referred to as a beehive oven due to the bee hive shape. 

in addition to Israel Townsend, Jr. (bom 1791), two other sons are mentioned 
in Townsend family records in Society files: Dr. Jacob Townsend and John 
Townsend. 
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and numerous relatives who claimed it as 'home', I can well 
imagine the cooking and baking ..." wrote Miss Lillian Kinch in 
1962 in a letter to Mr. R. Eugene 

Miss Kinch remembered two grandfather clocks at the Armonk house. 
The Townsend family clock stood in the first floor hall at the foot of the 
stairs. The second grandfather clock had belonged to the Sands family. 
There was a large glass door in the lower part showing its very large 
pendulum. As the pendulum swung, a ship appeared to swing back and 
forth in time with the pendulum. Miss Ki~lch said this unusual feature of 
tlie clock was very entertaining for the children of the family. 

Sanctuary from Yellow Fever Epidemic 

At the time of the yellow fever epidemic in New York City all of the 
City cousins, nursemaids and children apparently moved to the Armonk 
house for sanctuary. Beds and cots were placed in the hails to 
accommodate the additional guests. As rumor has it, one young cousin, 
~ u ~ h r o s ~ n e , ~  delighted in crawling from the third floor window onto the 
roof to shake tlie lightning rod beside the chimney sig~laling those on the 
ground as to her whereabouts! 

Red Bird Stage Coach - Passengers and Mail 

Those living at the Old Homestead made many trips to New York City 
traveling by the Red Bird Stage Coach line, which also carried the mail. 
Miss Kinch related "I have several old letters sent that way. Letters were 
folded to leave the last page blank for address, after which they were 
folded back and sealed with bright red sealing wax." 

Memories of the Family 

Grandmother Elizabeth Sands Townsend Kinch told of a bachelor uncle, 
a sailor, who owned a ship and made three trips around the world. On 
each trip he was gone for about three years before sudde~ily reappearing 

Lillian Kinch was born in 1870, a daughter of Israel Howard Kinch and his 
wife Cornelia Van Kirk. A copy of her 1962 letter is in the Collections of The 
North Castle Historical Society. 

Euphrosyne, also spelled Europyne in other records, married John Merrin. 
One of their children, Townsend Merrin, is buried in the Townsend Family 
Cemetery in Armonk. 
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at the family homestead? She said the family spinning wheels were 
made from lumber from the family's land. Also, family tradition relates 
that the lumber in St. Stephen's Church building was made from trees 
grown on the Townsend lands." Miss Kinch's grandmother spoke of an 
Indian squaw, their laundress, who came from the Indian encampment 
not far away. I I 

A Proper Young Lady of the 1830s 

According to family tradition, as a young lady Elizabeth Townsendh2 
attended balls held at the Elephant Hotel at Somers, New York, 
accompanied by a young male cousin. They rode there and back by 
horseback. She took her party dress in her saddlebag, changing from her 
riding habit when she reached Somers. 

"Grandmother ~ i n c h ' % n j o ~ e d  her social life. Her uncle, Dr. 
Jacob Townsend, lived in a mansion in New York City, called one 
of the show places of New York City by the newspapers of that 
time. Today the Empire State Building occupies that very spot!" 

"Grandmother spent much time at her uncle's home, attending 
social affairs. 1 have one of her dance programs for an Assembly 
Ball which states that 'gentlemen will take their places for 
cotillion at the sound of the bugle.' The names on the Committee 
read like an old Social Register. These Assemblies are still held, 
but the names are not so exclusive - some of the parvenus have 
gotten in!"15 

This family tradition has not been verified. 
l o  Miss Kinch reported that the chandelier and pulpit lamp were donated by 
Dorinda Townsend Hyatt (Mrs. Stephen Hyatt) and Mellissa Townsend Howes 
(Mrs. Reuben W. Howes), daughters of John Townsend. See North Castle 
History, Volume 19, page 14 and A Hislory ofst. Stephen> Episcopal Church 
by Lyman T. Seely, undated, page 12. 
" Town Historian and Society Trustee Doris Finch Watson verified there was an 
Indian encampment on the edge of Wampus Lake. 
l 2  Elizabeth Sands Townsend was bom in 1816, a daughter of Israel Townsend 
(born 1791) and his wife Phebe Sands. 
l 3  Elizabeth Sands Townsend married Andrew Jackson Kinch in March, 1840. 
l 4  This remembrance from Miss Kinch has not been verified. 

From Miss Kinch's handwritten notes dated November 4, 1962, in the 
Collections of The North Castle Historical Society. 
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Education of Miss Townsend 

Records indicate that Elizabeth Townsend attended boarding school at 
Sing sing,I6 a very fashionable school called Delevan ~a11.I~ She would 
stay at school during the week and come to the Armonk house on the 
weekends. She rode her horse back and forth to school with a 
manservant as an escort. (He very discreetly rode a little way back of 
her!) 

In an April, 1826 edition of the Westchester He~ald newspaperi8 the 
following notice appeared: 

FOP, YOUKG LAnIES. 
WlIlE 31lSS DELEYANS will ooen a 
Q Bonrdirr,~ and Day Scbool for P o r r ~ , ~  
Laaier in  this vil1a:e. to coinmetre? oo the 

15111 DAY OF RlAY NEXT. 

l 6  Sing Sing was spelled Singsing during that time. 
According to records of the Ossining Historical Society, The Miss Delevans 

School for Young Girls was a boarding and day school located at Broad and 
State Streets, Delavan's Landing, Sing Sing. It was not at the same location as 
the later Ossining School for Girls, which closed in 1932 after forty-four years 

where erery nsel'nl a~ld ornarnentnl i~rancb' 

of business. 
I 8  Published at Mount Pleasant, Westchester County, New York by Caleb 
Roscoe at the Post Office, Vol. IX, No. 429. Information courtesy of the 
Ossining Historical Society, 196 Croton Avenue, Ossining, New York 10562. 
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ot' female: etl!icatlon wili be tattgltt tinder 
[heir, i~nmediat.e. supe~~i~iteudaoce, rpillr tbe 
aid oCapproved teachers.. . 

Parents atid Guardiai~r are refipectfi~Uy 
rcl'evred for any furlber 'i~,rormation .wl~iclt 
mag be ceqitired, to.\Lh@ lbllow~og geulle- 
toen:- 

Hni~. T~LLIAP? NELSON. Cort. 
Geo. Pa. Van (;o&.%arn~, 1 laodt. 

uersi 

. . -. ... -.--. 
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The Family Genealogy 

Lillian Van Kirk Kinch was born in Pleasantville, New York on 
November 6, 1870. She passed away at the Miriam Osborn Memorial 
Home in Rye on March 11, 1968 in her 98"' year. Miss Kinch was 
unmarried. She had three sisters and two brothers (Mrs. Josephine K. 
Langdon, Mrs. Richard A. Ward and Miss Cornelia M. Kinch, Harold 
Kinch and Percival H. Kinch). 

Miss Lillian Kinch was the daughter of Israel Howard Kinch and his 
wife Cornelia Van Kirk. Her father was tlie First Commissioner of 
Jurors for Westchester County, sewing from 1892 until 1897. '~ Miss 
Lillian Kinch was the granddaughter of Andrew J a c k o n  Kinch and his 
wife Elizabeth Sands Townsend. Both Andrew Jackson and Elizabeth 
Sands Townsend Kinch are buried in the St. Stephen's Episcopal Church 
Cemetery in Armonk. Elizabeth Sands Townsend Ki~ich was a daughter 
of Israel Townsend (born 1791) and liis wife Phebe Sands. 

According to a Sands family gellealogy in the Collections of The Society 
and credited to "EddylMcLeaniLander", Phebe Sands was born 
December 23, 1793 and died September 8, 1864 in North Castle. She 
was a daughter of Joseph Sands, born November 26, I760 and his wife 
Elizabeth Thorn, who was a daughter of Gilbert Thorn and his wife 
Charity Weeks. 

I S ~ ~ E L  TOWNSEND (born 1791) 
Photograph from the Collections of The North Castle Historical Society 

"The Office of Commissioner of Jurors for Westchester County confirmed that 
Israel Howard Kinch was the First Commissioner. His portrait is on display at 
the Westchester County Courthouse, White Plains, New York. 
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Israel Townsend (born 1791) was a founding member of St. Stephen's 
Episcopal He was commissioned the second Postmaster of 
Arrnonk on July 20, 1853, following Job Sallds who was the first 
Postmaster of Armonk with offices at Sands ~ i l l s ? '  lsrael Townsend 
served as a Town Justice of the Peace in 1823, 1827 and from 1829 until 
December 31, 1834 when he resigned. At various times he served as a 
Road Commissioner, Overseer of the Poor, and Elections Inspector. In 
1844 he was elected Supervisor of the Town of North Castle. 

The 1850 Federal Census for North Castle lists the lsrael Townsend 
household along with two others: 

A white household listed next to that of Andrew J Kinch 
Merchant and five listings from the household of Samuel 
Townsend: lsrael Townsend, age 59, Phebe Townsend, age 56, 
Job L. Townsend, age 31, lsrael Townsend, age 25, Stephen 
Thorn, age 71, Phebe Baker, age 56, Michael Casy, age 22, john 
Norton, age 21, A. Birdsall, age 27, and Margaret Smith, age 60 
(a Black) 

A black household listed between Daniel Tripp and William 
Leonard households: Harm Townsend, age 35, Lucy Townsend, 
age 35, Susan Townsend, age 7 and tlannah Towilsend, age I .  

A white household listed between Henry Davis and Sarah Hunt 
households: Samuel Townsend, age 28, Elizabetll Townsend, 
age 25, Caroline, age 2, Michael Smith, age 20 (b. Ireland), and 
Ann Hunt, age 18. 

Miss Lillian Kinch's great grandfather lsrael Townsend (born 1791) was 
a son of Israel Townsend, Sr., who died in 1832, and his wife Phebe 
Weeks, who died in 1836?' The 1790 Federal Census for North Castle 
shows one Townsend family, the lsrael Townsend family. The 
household listing appears between Christopher Kile and George Cock. 
The Census shows four (4) White, Free males over the age of 16 years; 
four (4) White, Free males under the age of 16 years and three (3) White, 

20 Refer to North Castle History, Volume 19, page 6. 
2'  Refer to North Castle History, Volume 7, page 16. 
l2 North Castle Town Records indicate that as early as 1783 Israel Townsend 
served as an Overseer of Roads. Thereafter, he served as an Assessor. 
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Free females living in the household. Family tradition relates that Israel 
and Phebe Weeks Townsend married in Huntington, Long Island and 
moved to Armonk froin Oyster Bay, Long Island about 1 776.23 

Townsend Family Buriai Ground 

Although the family graveyard 
is presently enclosed by walls 
made from field stones, 
according to Society files, prior 
to 1930 Harry J. Ijunter, then 
Superintendent of Highways, 
took away the stone walls on 
two sides of the cemetery. Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Rabinowitz 
are the current owners of the 
land where the cemetely is 
~ocated.~" 

. . 
' ~ ~ t o h o a j a i o o ~ X : Y ; 1 8 B l , ~ l t l p e t . ~ s , l i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , n , O ~ ;  

According to Society Trustee, Mrs. Barbara S. Massi, who has 
inventoried the gravesites at the Townsend Family Cemetery working 
from a list compiled by former Town Historian Richard N.  Lander, the 
following family members are buried on the property: 

Josephine w, daughter of Reuben W. and Mellissa A,, died 
September 11, 1838, age nine months and three days. 

Oliver Perry w, son of Reuben W. and Mellissa A. (Townsend), 
died February 5, 184 I ,  age one year, seven months and three days. 

Townsend W t t ,  son of John and Europyne, died July 6, 1832, age 
seven years, nine months and twenty-nine days. 

23 North Castle Town Records show a James Townsend as early as 1738, a 
Joseph Townsend by 1747 and a Job Townsend by 1754. However, no 
Townsend is listed on the 1763 Freeholders List for the Town of North Castle 
nor is there a Townsend listed on the 1779 Tax List for the Town. 
24 The previous owners were Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton Hadley. 
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Arnbrose S. w, son of Abijah and Thurza, died September 24, 
1848, age twenty years, six months and 20 days. 

Emily Sands, daughter of Abijah and Thurza, died October 28, 1840 

Julianna T. Sands, daughter of Abijah arid Tliurza, died August 11, 
1840, age seventeen years and fifteeii days. 

Sarah An11 Sa,lds, daughter of Abijah and Thurza, died December 5, 
1837, age two years, five months and twenty-five days. 

Josephine Virginia Townsend, daughter of John and Eliza (Horton), 
died January 3, I832 in New York City, age two years, three months, 
nine days. 

lsrael Townsend, born 1742, died November 6, 1832, age ninety 
years and one month. 

lsrael Townsend, Jr., bor~i 1791, died October 16, 1855, age sixty- 
four years, six months and seven days. 

Pliebe Sands Townsend, wife of lsrael Townsend, Jr., borii 1794, died 
September 8, 1864, age seventy years, eight months and sixteen days. 

Pliebe Weeks Townsend, wife of Israel Townsend, born 1752, died 
February 2, 1836, age eighty-three years, three months and twenty- 
two days. 

Genealogy information from research of the late Richard N. Lander: 
John Townsend married Eliza Horton. Issue: Leander, Dorinda, 
Mellissa, Caroline, John and Josephine. 

1930 Land Deed for the Family Burial Ground, 
Town of North Castie, New york2' 

"This Indenture, made the 28"' day of February in the year 
nineteen hundred and thirty, between Phoebe Cenavia Townsend 
residing at Harrison, New York, party of the first part and Andrew 

25 Copy of Deed courtesy of North Castle Town Historian and Society Trustee 
Doris Finch Watson. 
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Townsend Ward residing at Ossining, New York, party of the second 
part: 

Witnesseth, that the said party of the first part, for and in 
consideration of one ($1.00) Dollar, lawful money of the United States, 
paid by the party of the second part, does hereby remise, release, and 
forever quit claim unto the said party of the second part, his heirs and 
assigns forever, ALL that certain tract, piece or parcel of land known as 
burial ground situate, lying and being in Armonk in Town of North 
Castle, County of Westchester and State of New York, bounded and 
described as follows: 

On the north running east by land of Samuel 0. Townsend one 
chain twelve links; thence running south by lands of Job L. Townsend 
and Sarah E. Townsend sixty-six links; thence westerly by lands of Job 
L. Townsend one chain and twelve links; thence north to the place 
beginning, together with right-of-way to the above described parcel, as 
reserved in deed from Job L. Townsend and wife to Elizabeth S. 
Hamilton recorded in the office of the Register of Westchester County in 
liber 668 page 4 of deeds ..." 

1867 Land Deed for the Family Farm and Spring 
Excluding the Family Burial Ground, 

Town of North Castle, New yorkZ6 

Agreement made the Eighteenth day of September in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty seven Between Job L. Townsend 
and Sarah E., his wife, parties of the first part and Elizabeth S. 
Hamilton, party of the second part, in manner following: The said 
parties of the first part, in consideration of the sum of Seven Thousand 
Dollars, to be fully paid, as hereinafter mentioned, liereby agree to sell 
unto the said party of the second part, All that Farm, Piece or Parcel of 
Land now occupied by them in the village of Armonk, County of 
Westchester, State of New York beginning at a point Two Chains, 83 
Links North of the Southeast corner of land of said Job L. Townsend and 
Sarah E., his wife, along the highway leading from village of Armonk to 
Sands Mills ... witli all the rights, title, deed and interest in a certain 
spring conveyed to Israel Townsend by Samuel 0 .  Townsend by a 
certain instrument dated October 1, 185 1 and recorded in Liber 187 page 



241 reserving therefrom the Burial Ground with right of way to it now 
occupied by the Townsend Family . .. ." 

Editors' Note: Oral Itistaries, f fnmi traditions and personal diaries 
serve as valuable guides for the study of history. While all the 
remembered details might not be complete& factual, the information 
contained in these sources is interesting and worthy of further study. 
The North Castle Historical Sociefy is indebted to the late R. Eugene 
Curry for obtaining this oral history and other remembrances from 
Miss Lillian Van Kirk Kinch. She was a descendant of the Townsend, 
Sands and Thorn families of North Castle The Westchester Historian 
printed a condensed version of some of her written memories in the 
I968 Fall Issue. 

While no one of tlte'Townsend family name remains in North Castle 
and while the house and property have changed during the past two 
hundred years, the sense of communi@ evidenced by the family's 
social, political and religious contributions is noteworthy. 

UNVEILING THE INDIAN GRINDING STONE 

jL-R] R. Eugene Curry, Richard N. Lander, Allison 
Albee, Morris S. Mudge and James R. Caruso [Photo 
by James Nevins, The Reporter Dispatch, May 23, 19601 
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INDlAN STONE FOR GRINDING 

Reprinted from The Reaorter Dispatch Newspaper 
May 16 and 23,1960 

Monday, May 16.1960 

"An ancient lndian corn grinding stone weighing about 700 pounds, set 
upon a stone pedestal in front of the North Castle Town Hall, Armonk, 
will be unveiled Saturday morning, in ceremonies sponsored by the 
Westchester Historical Society. 

James R. Caruso, supervisor of North Castle, will accept the historic 
monument on behalf of the town. Richard N. Lander, North Castle 
historian and a vice president of the society, will tell the story of the 
Indian stone. 

The stone has been given to North Castle by Mr. and Mrs. Clark 
Boughton of Greenwich on whose former property the stone has stood 
for many years. The gift was made upon the suggestion of R. Eugene 
Curry of Mead Rd., Armonk, who, with Lander, is an authority on the 
history of the prehistoric India11 relic. 

Discovered in 1920 

About 1920 the stone was discovered by the late John Stevenson, 
superintendent of the Sterling estate which was acquired by Yale 
University and today is known as Yale Farms. He moved the stone to a 
spot near Route 22 where it again lay forgotten. 

I n  the days before the white man came to North Castle a legendary 
lndian corn field lay in Green Valley adjacent to today's Creeiner Rd., 
south of Ar~nonk. It was in this area that Stevenson found the stone. 

When Yale University took over the former Sterling lands Stevenson, in 
about 1936, dragged the 700-pound stone on a stone boat to the 
farmhouse occupied as an office by Yale Farms. Here it was an object of 
great interest and the birds used it as a bath when its stnooth grinding 
bowl was filled with rainwater. 












































