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President’s Message
Dear Friends,

Recognizing the intrinsic value of historic sites and cherishing them
through preservation is a vital part of our community.

In the spring of 2002 The Society embarked on an ambitious plan to
articulate the case for preservation of our buildings. With strong
community support the Paint — Protect — Preserve capital fund drive has
now reached half of the anticipated $100,000 goal.

However, in addition to the preservation of our buildings, we define
preservation to mean increasing memberships; shopping at the gift shop;
sharing Colonial Dinner at Smith’s Tavern; attending a discussion about
“Usonia” with author Roland Reisley; visiting the Tavern’s exhibits
“Simply Soup” and “Teddy Bears”; participating in the Annual Armonk
Antiques Show; walking through the Colonial herb and flower garden;
hosting drop-in guests and scheduled tours; volunteering time, donating
photographs and memories, sponsoring Colonial Crafts’ Days for
hundreds of local 4" grade students; publishing an annual North Castle
History booklet like the one you are about to read ... and so much more.

By working together we can continue to preserve our historic sites and
activities so that those who come after us may cherish them as well. We
are a group of exceptionally dedicated volunteers who make things
happen. If you are not actively volunteering, please join with us. Come
share your vision... your energy... your commitment.

A 9D
Judy Eafly J

President
CHARTERED BY THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

incerely,
N




Continuing a Series ...
GREAT ESTATES OF THE PAST

SELLS’ NORTH CASTLE FARM
(TODAY’S WINDMILIL FARM)

by Doris Finch Watson
North Castle Town Historian

Sometimes things happen in a strange manner. A small, well-wom
book, its old cover missing, appeared unexpectedly, nestled among some
borrowed research materials.' As it was indifferently pushed aside, a
cursory glance spotted one word: ARMONK. At second glance it read
“Privately Published, Armonk, Westchester County, New York,
MDCCCCIX.” And then in tiny print, it read “Copyright 1909 by Elijah
W. Sells.” Questions abounded: Who? When? Where? What?

The Search Began

All of the answers did not come easily, but a fascinating account of
the Armonk of long ago evolved. The search intensified when a map of
1908’ provided the WHEN and WHERE, disclosing that along Bedford
Road stood a huge area of land marked SELLS.

Next, an old newspaper contained a list of local large estates
including, “North Castle Farm — E. W. Sells, owner.” This led to
searches in the Westchester County Land Records, which disclosed that
Hiram Finch owned the land in the mid-1800s. Mr. Rinch died on
February 18, 1897,* naming two well-known Armonk gentlemen as his
executors: James Hopkins and John Tripp.” In 1898 the Executors sold
part of the Finch holdings to Norman Lander® and in 1899 another part to
William Eugene Rich.’

' Material was loaned by States D. Tompkins for a future article on the
Tompkins Estate called Redbrooke.
? Atlas of the Rural Country District North of New York City published by E.
Belcher Hyde, Brooklyn, New York, 1908.
* Alvah P. French, Editor, The North Castle Sun, November 20, 1914.
* Burial Records of The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery, Banksville, New York.
® Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1505, page 184. See
l\lorth Castle History, Volume 9, 1982, page 25 footnotes.

Ibid.
7 Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1512, page 439.
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[Photograph Courtesy of Doris Finch Watson}
See North Castle History, Volume 24, 1997

HIRAM FINCEH (d. 1897)

The fiseal poar sl coieesgiornl
Wil etk Basinaaw vee

[Permission to reprint from Professor Daniel L. Jensen, The Ohio
State University, Fisher College of Business, Columbus, Ohio]

ELIJAH WATT SELLS (d. 1924)
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The Sells Come to Armonk

In December 1903 Elijah Watt Sells began acquisition of Armonk
fand. From the above-mentioned Norman Lander} William Eugene
Rich’ and from Enoch Sniffen and Caroline Sniffin'® he purchased what
became his NORTH CASTLE FARM. He continued to buy additional
pieces of land over the years, such as those in 1906 from William
Beddolph'' (Biddulph) and Jennie B. Moody,"” until his large North
Castle Farm of well over 260 acres held a prominent place in the
Township. _

The Man and His Background

Who was this Elijah Watt Sells, the owner and master of his North
Castle Farm? His name is perhaps best known and remembered or
recognized by some from the partnership of Haskins & Sells, Certified
Public Accountants, a company that became known throughout the
world.

Elijah Sells was born in Muscatine, lowa on March 1, 1858."% He
attended Baker University in Kansas briefly, and in 1874 he became an
agsistant station agent for the Leavenworth, Lawrence & Galveston
Railroad. For nearly two decades he held accounting and auditing
positions with railroads in various parts of the country. In 1884 he
married Mabel Graves of Dubuque, lowa. They became the parents of
two daughters, Dorothy and Marjorie."

A Career Change

By 1893, after nineteen years with various railroads, Mr. Sells held
a substantial reputation as an excellent accountant. His hard work, talent
and diligence placed him among the top in his profession. Together with
Charles Waldo Haskins, he was selected by the Joint Commission (The

¥ Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1670, page 215.
? Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1670, page 224.
' Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1670, page 225.
" Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1736, page 138.
"> Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 1752, page 446.
13 “Elijah Sells Dies; Pioneer Accountant”, The New York Times, March 20,
1924. His father, also named Elijah Sells, was Secretary of the State of lowa
and auditor of the Treasury Department under President Abraham Lincoln.
' Refer 1o section “The Family and Farm Life” herein,
7




Dockery Commission) of the Fifty-Third Congress, 1893, “to effect a
revision of the accounting system of U.S. Govt. with a view to
simplifying and expediting public business (the most extensive and
important undertaking of the kind in the history of the country).”"’

A New Business

At the conclusion of the government work in 1895, the two men
founded the firm of Haskins & Sells, Certified Public Accountants. The
company held offices in nearly all the principal cities in the United States
and in Havana, London, Paris and Shanghai. Haskins & Sells was a
predecessor to today’s international firm of Deloitte & Touche LLP."

The Land and The Farm

Turning attention back to “the little book™, which started the quest,
its flyleaf disclosed the following: “Private Limited Edition of two
hundred of which this is number 81.” The author is Martha McCulloch-
Williams, author of several other works."”  Ms. McCulloch-Williams
visited the Farm many times as a guest and family friend, and her
FOREWORD creates a visual and heartfelt portrayal:

The farm is a very wonderful place, full of flowers and fruit,
and all delights; but you can’t say in cold print fo a callous
public that its finest flower is kindiiness, its finest fruit, rare
good deeds.

“The little book™, published nearly a century ago, proves to be Ms,
McCulloch-Williams’s tribute to A LAND-LOVER AND HIS LAND,
her title for the book. Her account, starting with a small forlorn
farmhouse, transports the reader back in time to the building of a great
estate in the Armonk of yesteryear.

' Albert Nelson Marquis, Editor, Who’s Who in America 1912-1913, page
1874, A. N. Marquis & Co., Chicago, [llinois.
18 «Elijah Sells Dies; Pioneer Accountant”, The New York Times, March 20,
1924,
1" Among other works, Ms. McCulloch-Williams authored “Next to the
Ground”, “Field Farings”, “The Pianner Mares” and “An Added Starter”.
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[Reprinted from A Land-Lover and His Land, 1909]

“PEGS NOT IN CLOVER, BUT IN PIG PARADISE
UNSHADOWED BY KNOWLEDGE THAT
THE END OF PIG IS BACON”

[Reprinted from A Land-Lover and His Land, 1909)

“THE TENNIS COURT
SACRED TO LOW-BALLS, HIGH-BALLS, AND OTHER BALLS
SCORE, LOVE-ALL”
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The shell of the old Finch house was saved and greatly enlarged 1o
include lengthy open porches, indoor plumbing, new water system and a
huge new furnace, which burned wood cut from the owner’s wood lots —
all designed to assure comfort. New outbuildings were constructed for a
variety of farm animals including a yoke of oxen. Tennis courts were
positioned amidst flower and vegetable gardens, and riding trails and
fields for beloved horses seemed endless. There was a carpenter’s shop;
another shop held forge and blacksmith’s tools; other new buildings
included a smokehouse and a well house. Elijah Sells was the designer,
master and lover of it all.

The Family and Farm Life

As the Armonk farm was transformed, Elijah Sells found he spent
more and more time there, riding his horses, planning improvements,
working on various buildings, overseeing each phase of development.
For a time, his horses (for riding, for driving) were sufficient. Then
came the automobile, and it was easier and quicker to reach Armonk
from his New York City office and residence. His NORTH CASTLE
FARM became “home” to him and his family. He kept his City
apartment, but it was “only an abiding place.”'®

Each member of the Sells family comes alive in the words of Ms.
McCulloch-Williams:

There is but one thing better than the farm proper - namely,
the indwelling soul and spirit of it. There is no over-doing --
everything indeed hits the Irishman’s “middle extreme, " the
fine line berwixt too much and not enough. This spirit runs
Sfrom least to greatest, from the big boss, Mr. Elijah W. Sells
himself, through Dorothy, she-who-must-be-obeyed, pet
Marjorie, who ought 1o be “fed on the roses, and laid in the
lilies of life,” Patricia Salome, the dachshund, who beheads
litile chickens instead of John the Baptist, to Mrs. Mabel Sells —
the elect lady by whose good leave I, too, catch chickens.”

' Martha McCulloch-Williams, A Land-Lover and his Land, page 22, privately
?uhifshed Armenk, New York, 1909,
? 1bid, page 10
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{Reprinted from A Land-Eover and His Land, 1909

“FROM THE NEW YORK AND BEDFORD ROAD
A FAMILY PROCESSION
DOROTHY SELLS IN FRONT — AUTO DISTANCED?”

{Reprinted from A Land-Lover and His Land. 1909

“THE FARMHOUSE
A STUDY IN EVOLUTION
ALSO A STUDY IN THE VIRTUES OF OMISSION”
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Elijah Sells’ wife, Mabel, had been wheelchair bound for years, but
the change to farm life provided the quiet, interests and fresh things she
longed for. Her heaith improved. She walked about the farm and even
tended her garden, working the rich earth with her own hands. She doted
on her baby chicks and pigs and became a happy, active housewife.

More Respousibilities

For ten years Eljah Sells and Charles Waldo Haskins worked
together. They built Haskins & Sells into a worldwide successful
auditing firm. Sadly, Mr. Haskins became ill with pneumonia and in
1903, shortly before his fifticth birthday, he died.™ The death of Mr.
Haskins brought major changes. Mr. Sells, at age forty-five, took control
and successfully managed the business for the next two decades.

From Deloitte & Touche LLP — Executive Profile on Eiijah Watt
Sells comes a revealing glimpse of his personality:

Sells was deeply involved in all aspects of Hasking & Sells,
including its firm-sponsored sporting endeavors, about which he
wrote a monograph. He hosted a baseball game between
employees and a team of non-employees every year at his
Westchester estate. [North Castle Farm]

By 1906, after years of winning, the Haskins & Sells team had
grown so overconfident that Sells decided to dring them down a
peg or two. He hired players from the New York Giants and
dressed them in farm clothes to humble the firm’s team.”’

The “Master” of North Castle Farm

His farm was his joy, and he spent endless hours planning and
building with his own hands, riding his horses and even cutting logs in
his own woods. He was very supportive of the Boy Scouts and invited
groups to come and fish and swim in his small lakes.”” In addition, his
busy life included authoring several books and articles, including
“Corporate Management Compared with Government Control.”

 paniel L. Jenson, Challenge and Achievement in_Accounting During the
Twentieth Century, page 105, published by The Accounting Hall of Fame, The
Ohio State University, Fisher College of Business, Columbus, Ohio, 2002.
! Website www.deloitie.com, Deloitte & Touche LLP “Executive Profile, Elijah
Watt Sells”, December, 2002.
 «Boy Scout Camp at Selis”, The North Castle Sun, July 12, 1918.
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[Reprinted from A Land-Lover and His Land, 1909}

“HORSE AND AWAY

{Reprinted from A Land-Lover and His Land, 1909)

“MORNING INSPECTION — UNDRESS PARADE”
13



As one of the pioneers of the accounting profession, Elijah Selis
served as President of the American Association of Public Accountants
in 1906 and 1907. Among his many accomplishments he was one of
those instrumental in founding New York University School of
Comimerce, Accounts and Finance ?

In 1909 Baker University honored him with an honorary Master of
Arts degree, and in 1916 he received an honorary Doctor of Commercial
Science degree from New York University.

The Final Days

In the fall of 1923 Elijah Watt Sells, active head of Haskins & Sells,
became the victim of a stroke, A few months later, on March 19, 1924,
he died at 66 vears of age in his New York City apartment. He was
buried beside his wife, Mabel, in The Putnam Cemetery in Greenwich,
Connecticut, just a few miles from the site of what had been-his North
Castle Farm.”

Mr. Sells belonged to a fong list of many societies, associations and
clubs, including one of local interest listed as “The Country Club of
Westchester.” His two daughters, Dorothy Sells McMorris and Marjorie
Sells Carter, whose husband, Col. Arthur H. Carter, was affiliated with
the firm of Haskins & Sells, survived him.**

Honored

Elijah Watt Sells and his North Castle Farm are no more, but
memories and recognition live on. In 1952 he was posthumously
inducted into The Accounting Hall of Fame located at The Fisher
College of Business at The Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio.

B «Elijah Sells Dies; Pioneer Accountant”, The New York Times, March 20,
1924.
# Information courtesy of the staff of The Putnam Cemetery, Greenwich,
Connecticut. Wife Mabel died February 23, 1922; daughter Marjorie died in
1973 and daughter Dorothy died in 1978, Son-in-law Arthur Carter died in
1965,
2 Albert Nelson Marquis, Editor, Who’s Who in America 1918-1919, pages
2431 and 2432.
% Daniel L. Jenson, Challenge and Achievement in Accounting During the
Twentieth Century, page 140, published by The Accounting Hall of Fame, The
Ohio State University, Fisher College of Business, Columbus, Ohio, 2002,
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Today

The landscape of the old Sells’ NORTH CASTLE FARM has
undergone changes. That land, once filled with apple trees, farm
animals, crops and riding trails, now holds hundreds of homes in a
development called WINDMILL FARM.

The trail leading from NORTH CASTLE FARM to the
WINDMILL FARM of today is an interesting one. On September 5,
1919 Elijah W. Sells and Mabel E. Sells, his wife, sold their farm of over
260 acres to Arrow Holding Corporation, Frederick Brown, President,
with offices at 217 Broadway in the Borough of Manhattan.”’ Two years
later, on October 18, 1921, Arrow Holding Corporation sold to
Vanderbilt Avenue Realty Corporation, 117 West 54" Street, in the
Borough of Manhattan, City of New York, with Charles V. Paterno,
President.”®

Another Deed for the same property is dated December 24, 1931
from Vanderbilt Realty Corporation to KARLOPAT Realty
Corporation® (note the spelling) in consideration of $1.00, and contains
the following reference to the cemetery:™®

EXCEPTING AND RESERVING the certain burial ground on the
southerly side of the lane running easterly through said farm, through the
highway leading from Bedford to White Plains, as said burial ground is
now fenced in, and excepting and veserving to Martha J. Marsh and
Mary E. Benedict of the State of New York, their heirs and assigns
Jorever, the right to pass over said land to said burial ground, and also
the existing right, if any, of others to pass over said lane to said burial
ground;and the right of way in common with others of Otto R. Hartmann
his heirs and assigns forever, over the land included in the right of way
to the burial ground hereinbefore referred to and a right of way over the
continuation of said right of way through the lane as now fenced, to the
easterly line of premises hereby conveyed. SUBJECT to right of way as
contained in Liber 55] of Deeds, at page 295.”

*" Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 2212, Page 353.
% Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 2334, Page 261,
? Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 3205, Page 278,
*® The cemetery is located at the present-day intersection of Evergreen Row and
North Lane in Windmill Farmi, Armonk, New York.
3! Westchester County, New York Land Records, Liber 3205, Page 282.
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