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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

o

Dear Members and Friends of The North Castle Historical Society,

This is the third bulletin to be published by The North Castle Historical
Society and it is produced entirely by volunteer help. My personal gratitude
to all concerned, especially Mrs. Barbara Massi and Mrs. Irene Sandford,

As many of you know, Smith’s Tavern on Route 22 in Armonk is for
sale. The Society would like to purchase this building as it is one of the
oldest and most historic structures in the Town of North Castle. It is
centrally located and is definitely large enough for the needs and purposes
of the Society, The building is in good condition and there is ample parking
off the highway.

The money required for the purchase of Smith’s Tavern is beyond the
means of the Society, but we are working on several plans, one of which we
hope will produce adequate funds. In any case a fundraising campaign will
be necessary and will be the central part of any plan, There is really no doubt
in anyone’s mind that the Society should purchase this building and there
could be no better Bicentennial gift to the Society. It would be 2 permanent
reminder of our Bicentennial celebration here in town. A great deal of
enthusiasm must be generated if we are to be successful in this endeavor, so
[ ask each of you to talk it up as often as possible and when a volunteer calls
on vou for & donationt [ hope you will give - better still, volunteer to help in
the- campaign.

Because of our by-laws I will be passing the gavel to a new President
in April but I 'will continue to serve as a Trustee. The past three years as your
President have been most rewarding and educational for me. It has been a
real pleasure to work with such a dedicated group and 1 know you will give
our new President, when chosen, the same support.

Kindest regards to each of you,

o, W ietly \,

Lindsay H. Welling, Fr.



JOSEPH T. MILLER

IN MEMORIUM

On December 11, 1975, the entire Town of North Castle was shocked
and saddened by the sudden death of one of its most esteemed and popular
citizens, Joseph T, Miller. For thirty-five years, a longer time than any pre-
vious incumbent, this kindly man had served as the Town Clerk. He brought
to the important task of keeping the Town’s records a sense of dedication
and integrity, and a passion for accuracy that will remain a legacy to future
generations in our community. Those researchers or scholars who may later
study the thirty-five years of Town Minutes dictated by Joe will be amazed
at their scope, clarity and the fact that their author was impressed with their
future historical importance.

Joe was born on February 8, 1903, and all of his life he was interested
in the historic, especially that which pertained to his beloved home town.
From the days of his youth when he scrambled up to. the top of the hill near
his home to watch the construction of the great Kensico Pam, a historical
subject in which he was an expert, to the Bicentennial of our Country, Joe
was interested in and actively engaged in the preservation of our local heritage.
His first public service was as Chairman of the Nozth Castle Washington Bicen-
tennial Committee in 1932, He was also a member of the Committee which
celebrated the North Castle Bicentennial in 1936. When The North Castle



Historical Society was formed in 1972 he became a Charter Member and was
elected to the Soclety’s first Board of Trustees. Two years ago when the
Town Board appointed a group of citizens to serve as an advisory com-
mittee to plan observances for the two hundredth anniversary of the United
States, Joe was one of the persons they chose, and was serving on the com-
mitiee at the time of his death.

Joe was a true son of North Castle having lived in the old village of
Kensico. His family later moved to the then new .community of North
White Plains where they built 2 home. It was this family home at 116
Nethermont Avenue where Joe and his wife, Dorothy, still made their
home and where their three daughters were brought up.

Joe’s other love was gardening and the grounds about his house were
filled with beautiful shrubs and flowering bushes which he grew and
cultivated. As a boy he attended Vathalla School, White Plains High School
and graduated from Columbia University, Class of 1925, with a degree in
Engineering, ‘

During his busy life he was active in the ranks of his chosen political
party and prior to his first election as Town Clerk served a term as Councilman.
He once acted for a short time to fili a vacancy in the office of Town Building
Inspector. He found time to serve as a member of the North White Plains
Fire Company and was active in its ranks for fifty-five years. He held every
line office and every executive office in the Company. He was also active
in the Benevolent Association and served as Secretary of the Board of Fire
Commissioners. From boyhood when he served as an altar boy, to the end of
his life, he was a faithful parishioner of Holy Name of Jesus Roman Catholic
Church in Valhalla, where his funeral service was held on December 13.

Although the lines above describe the life of Joe Miller, those
lines can never be an adequate measure of the man. His devotion to God,
Country, family, community, friends and neighbors would fill volumes. His
kindness, helpfulness and friendship were boundless, and extended to all
who came in contact with him, whether friend or stranger. The many ser-
vices he rendered, the many problems, public and private, he helped to
solve are uncountable. Those of us who were privileged to be associated
with him in The North Castie Historical Society are proud he was one of us;
proud that he was 2 member of our Board of Directors and blessed by the
legacy of service he bequeathed to us.

Richard N. Lander

“For Thy faithful people,

O Lord, life is changed - not
taken away; and, when the bouse
of this life on earth bas been
destroyed, an eternal home is
prepared for them in heaven.”



1736 - 1936
NORTH CASTLE'S 200t BIRTHDAY

by Irene Sandford

The year is 1936, the month July. The Town Supervisor is the Hon.
Richard P. Limburg, and the four counciithen are: Bugene Curry, Paul C. Lehr,
Joseph T. Miller, and Walter Wohlfeil. The residents of North Castle number
approximately 3,000. The local weekly newspaper, published on Friday, is
The North Castle Sun: founder and first editor, Alvah P. French of Armonk;
current publisher Warren J. Hall of Cox Avenue, Armonk. The subject of town-
wide discussion: How best to celebrate North Castle’s 200th birthday?

On Wednesday, July 28, a group of interested citizens met with the
Town Board to formulate ideas and programs for this once-in-a-lifetime
historic event. More ideas were forthcoming than might prove feasibie, but
a basic outline developed from this first meeting. The celebration would be
a three-day event, to take place Saturday, Qctober 10, Sunday, October 11,
and Monday, October 12, There would be a parade, a pageant, and a Grand
Ball, all on Saturday. Sunday would be devoted to Homecoming church
gervices, an inspection of Colonial Homes, and, only possibly, an air show
at Armonk’s own airpoz’c.1 Monday, Columbus Day, activities would include
a repetition of the Historic Pageant and fireworks in the evening,

It was agreed to set up headquarters in an empty store on the .south-
west corner of Main Street and Whippoorwiil Road. The front of the store
would house an exhibit of historical artifacts and relics related to the ori-
ginal Indian inhabitants and to the early settlers, and a display of the town
records. This exhibit to be under the supervision of James Hopkins and open
to the public. The rear of the store would be the nerve center of the
Committee, where meetings would be held and information made available
to the public. Eleanor Waterbury took on the responsibility for this office,
which would open on Monday, August 3, as well as the function of secretary
and financial record keeper for the Committee, And, to set the wheels in
motion, the Town Board appropriated the sum of $200.00 “as a nest egg.”

Committees Set Up

A ten-member Executive Committee was set up: Niles Hopkins,
Chairman; Charles Kaiser (Postmaster), Edward J. Kanze, William Getchell,
Ralph L. MacDonald {(Town Engineer), Bernard H. Christenson, Mrs. Thormas
Bruce, Mrs. James B. Stilson, Rudolph Wilson, and Courtney C. Brown. Later
Eugene Curry and Mrs, Frank H. Shelly were added to this Executive Com-
mittee, A large Honorary Advisory Committee was also developed with
C. R. Agnew Jr. as Chairman.

Sub-committees were needed and one of the first was the Hospitality
and Homecoming Committee, under the chairmanship of Supervisor Limburg.
The Supervisor outlined the two major roles for this committee to play as
follows: “1. To arrange details of a grand home-coming party for former



residents who will be invited to return to assist their former fellow towns-
men in the gala birthday party and to renew the bond of neighborly affection.
2. To be the official hosts and dispensers of welcome and good will to all
visitors, whether old timers or not.” Executive Committee Chairman Hopkins
immediately set a standard for town participation: every man, woman and
child of North Castle was to consider himself as an unofficial member of the
Hospitality and Homecoming Committee!

A Dance Committee was formed, under the Chairmanship of E. Harold
Lape, with Richard H. Schnoor, William F. MacDonald Jr., Carleton G.
Borden, and Mrs. Aaron Goodhart as committee members. It was agreed to
plan for both ballroom and street dancing.

Spencer J. Leech was to look into all the aspects of an air circus at the
Armonk Airport, perhaps for Sunday afternoon. Miss Mary Elizabeth
Gerhard of North White Plains, 2 member of The Sun staff, undertook to
prepare a “History of the Town of North Castle,” to be printed in weekly
installments in The Sun.

One of the largest and busiest groups, the Pageant Committee, under
* the energetic chairmanship of Mrs. J. Hobart (Edith) Cox, was aiready busily
at work researching material for the pageant, costumes and scenery, and re-
guesting assistance from descendants of the settlers and town founders,

Plans develop

As committees went to work, new members joined and new thoughts
were advanced. It was suggested that Supervisor Limburg extend an invitation
to Governor Herbert H, Lehman, his uncle, to attend the celebration. The
air circus plan was proving a problem: could the roads be closed and traffic
detoured? Would such an air .show be safe? (A plane had crashed at the
airport only the previous week!) A decision was to be made by the Commxttee
at its meeting onn Monday, August 17.

By mid-August the Pinance Committee, with C. R. Agnew Jr. as
Chairman, requested the committees’ plans to prepare for the necessary
financing. The Historic Relics Committee requested approval to hire a
carpenter to build cabinets In the exhibit room for the protective display
of many priceless articles offered for loan. The Dance Committee sought
suggestions as to the number and style of dances. The Homecoming Com-
mittee asked that people write their ocut-of-town relatives and give a list of
names to Miss Waterbury for formal invitations. Publicity, with The Sun
Publisher Warren Hall as CHairman, reported bamners were ordered for
North White Plains, Armonk and Banksville, and a sign ordered for
Headquarters.

Felix  Amoriello of North White Plains, Chairman of the Parade
Comimittee (consisting of seventeen ‘other volunteers), indicated plans were
for 2 parade of two-three miles long that would take about three hours to
stage, The Committee was considering changing the original route plan,
which was to have the entire parade start at Washington’s Headquarters in
North White Plains and march to Armonk, to form the parade in three



separate areas, all three to merge into one simuitaneously in Armonk.

Three main historic episodes for the Historic Pageant had been decided
upon by this Committee. The episodes would cover North White Plains,
Banksville and Middle Patent, and Armonk, and interspersed in each there
would be folk dances and singing as well as pantomime. Many subcommittees
were being set up and Mrs. Cox announced that it was “not unlikely that
every able bodied person in North Castle not already assigned to celebration
duty, would be drafted!”

By the end of August plans were really snowballing. Henry Teclaw of
North White Plains announced that real Indians might come and set up an
Indian Villege as their ancestors may have had in North Castle. Estimated
expenditures for the eatire celebration would be about 32,500, according
to the Finance Commitiee, 300 residents would take part in the pageant,
and this fine spectacle would be staged twice, on Saturday and on Monday,
out of doors for authenticity. The Parade Committee announced that six to
nine bands might be needed. The Dance Committee had finally decided on
only one large dance, and that to be held in Armonk. The sum of $200 -- more
if necessary -- was appropriated for the Fireworks Committee, consisting of
E. Harold Lape and Richard H. Schaoor.,

A new committee, Sports, was fogmed with Mrs, Bugene Mayer as
Chairman. Qut of this committee grew the idea for field day events at the
schools, with prizes and medal awards.

* Miss North Castle”

But the most interesting new idea to come forth was for a “Miss
North Castle” contest. Voting was to be done by way of coupons given for
purchases in local stores: each purchase of ten cents would ensure a coupon
worth 100 votes for the buyer’s favorite. Eligible candidates could be married
or single, between the ages of 16 and 32. Tabulations would be made each
Thursday night and published in The Sun the following day. This lucky
winner would be supplied with a beautiful costume and, accompanied by
maids-in-waiting, would ride in the parade’s most splendid float.

The air circus was ruled out by the middle of September, for reasons
of financing and highway traffic complications. Also, the Indian Village
idea had to be discarded because of the difficulty in setting it up.

It was decided to invite two further dignitaries to the celebration:
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, because one-third of North Castle land was New
York City watershed prbperfcy; and President Franklin D. Roosevelt, be-
cause part of hi§ Hudson estate was on land once owned by Moses Quinby,
North Castle’s first Town Clerk. Unfortunately, Roosevelt, LaGuardia and
Lehman were unable to attend.

The Pageant was coming along well, but it was decided to offer it only
once, on Saturday, with a rain date of Sunday. The Parade would take place
on .Monday, to be followed by athletic contests on the school playgrounds
in North White Plains, Banksville, and Armonk. Tweive watches, four each at
the three schools would be awarded as prizes.



Goldie Hergenhan was reported the early leader in the Miss North
Castle contest, but by September 18 Beatrice See had moved to first place.
The Sunday Homecoming reunion luncheon would be held on the grounds
east of the Armonk Fire House. $300.00 was voted for the purchase of
costume material for the Pageant Committee, and the Grand Ball was sot for
Monday night in the school auditorium, with tickets at 75 cents.

In the next to last baliot count for Miss North Castle, on September
25, Marion Greene had taken a slight edge over Beatrice See. The count
stood at 1,562,900 for the leader and 1,554,900 for second place, and only
one week to go to make purchases and acquire voting coupons.

The Historic Relics exhibit included the Indiar collection of Howard
Quinby, a collection of deeds of Niles Hopkins, mail boxes and letter drops
of the pre-Civil War era, and a poster of the Hiram Finch Stage Line.

It was the week before the historic weekend, and the final vote was
tabulated for Miss North Castle. The popular winner was Mrs. Antoinette
McGeiver of Armonk, a Clerk in the Armonk Post Office, with a total of
34,162,000 votes, The large amount of purchases made during the last week
caused some surprise, but the Committee determined that some merchants
may have exchanged coupons for the payment of old bills. Coupons of
small denornination were weighed on the “supersensative scale” in Dr.
Benjamin Marx’s Armonk Pharmacy,® instead of being counted. Mrs.
McGeiver was so much a dark horse that The Sun confessed it did not have
a picture of her, but would run one the following week in her regal robes,
which it did.

The celebration begins

The preparations ail complete, the historic three-day program was
finally upon the Town, and the one factor none could control did not
cooperate -- on Saturday it rained. The Historic Pageant, “North Castle
from 1640 to 1936,” had to be moved inside into the Armonk Public
School auditorium, but the change apparently in no way diminished the
quality of the production and performances, The scope of the pageant was
complete. It was presented in six episodes: 1640 - Early History; 1736 - The
First ‘Town Board Meeting on Record; 1778 - Revolutionary Days; 1865 -
Civil War Time; 1914 - The World War Period; 1936 - North Castle of Today,
The scenes were directed by Miss Margaret Garland of W.P.A., and the
Historical Research had been the responsibility of Mrs. Caroline Greenacres.
The authentic costumes and extensive production were described as
“spectacular.” As it was later expressed in The Sun, “pictures taken of out-
standing scenes looked as though they might have been lifted from the pages
of history.”

On Saturday evening, under the sponsorship of the Parade Committee,
the community was invited to a showing of the W.P.A. play “The Unique
Farce Comedy ‘Help Yourself,” ” at the North White Plains school auditorium.
Foliowing the play there was a display of fireworks and then dance music was
provided at Oscar’s Tavern* in North White Plains, and Brad Lape’s orchestra
provided dance music at the North Castle Lodge:s in Banksville,



<oiffi wgiEie TR DN AN aGE ATRNe AR XN AR e g R R SR e N R W T

|
|
|
i
|
|
]
|
!
J
b
i

S A S AR AR N R il WG il i AR i O G il KR SOE- IR T

PAGEANT PERFORMERS IN PURITAN AND DUTCH COSTUMES taken in
front of the Armonk (Whippoorwill) School- L-R: Maria Rodgers {(holding copy of
Souvenir Program), Ada See, Richard Lander, Mrs. Martha Jane Lander, Mis. Vivla
Taylor, Miss Clara Taylor, Mrs, Elizabeth Brundage, Dutchman-unknown, Eldon
Pietschker, Mrs. Martha Koenig, Mrs. Carl Koenig, Irma Usted, Ida See.

Photo courtesy of Richard N. Lander.

PAGEANT PERFORMERS IN INDHAN, PILGRIM AND BUCKSKIN COSTUMES
Esther Hall, left; Orrin Husted, 2nd Pilgrim; Eidon Fieischker, Sth Pilgrim; Fred
Acker, 3rd from right; John Blank, extreme right. The 3 Hall children are
standing in front. Photo courtesy of Mrs. Marguerite Lewis,
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On Sunday, appropriate homecoming services were held at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal, §t. Patrick’s Catholic, and the Methodist-Episcopal Churches, all
in Armonk, and Castle Heights Methodist Church in North White Plains.

The Oid Timers held their reunion by the Firehouse at noon on
Sunday, and at one-o’clock were served a picnic luncheon, About 100 came
to witness the weekend activities and reactivate old bonds of friendship. The
oldest Oid Timer present was 94-year old Dr. L. V. Plageman. Mr. Isaac
Tripp was recognized as having come the farthest distance, from Hartford,
Connecticut, And Mr. Louis Gallade received a booby prize for having
stayed away the longest, not having returned since 1906, although a-resident
of Katonah.

The final day of the historic weekend, Monday, began at 9:30 am.
with the competitive field day events at the three schools - North White
Plains, Armonk and Banksviile. 24 prizes were awarded, 8 at each school,
evenly divided between boys and gitls, for feats of athletic skill.

' Grand Parade

The long-anticipated Grand Parade started at 1:00 p.m. in Armonk,
and covered the following route: the formation took place on Cox Avenue
and Route 22, then proceeded West on Route 22 to Maple  Avenue and through
to the intersection of Maple Avenue and White Plains-Mt. Kisco Road, turning
south onto that road and ending in front of Rhineland Gardens® From
this point the paraders were taken by buses and cars to the Parkway
Extension and Route 22 in North White Plains, where they re-formed and
marched west to Rotary Circle on the Parkway, south to Lafayette Avenue,
past Washington’s Headquarters on Virginiz Road, and on to North Broadway,
where they turned north and marched as far as the Bronx Parkway Extension
and Route 22, where the entire parade formation dishanded.

A judging committee awarded four silver cup prizes to the following
paraders: Daughters of America, Guard Hill Council No. 55 of Mt. Kisco, for
“Best Float”; “Most Historical Float” went to the North White Plains school
entry, Capture of Major Andre; the Armonk Independent Fire Company’s
Fife and Prum Corps was recognized as the best in that category; and a re-
serve prize was won by the Ladies” Auxiliary of the Armonk Independent
Fire Company. The North White Plains PTA float received an Honorable
Mention.

The parade, led by the North Castle Police, with Town officials follow-
ing behind them in open cars, was comprised of the following entries:
Dobbs Ferry Fife and Drum Cosps; Packard Westchester Co., Inc. ; Brown
Buick Co., White Plains; Armonk PTA: North White Plains PTA; Armonk
schocl boys; Brownies of Armonk; Armonk Gisls Club; Armonk Council,
Junior Order  of United American Mechanics; the Log Cabin Band; North
Castle Chapter-American ‘Red Cross; North Castle District Nursing Asso.;
Westchester County Board of Health; Armonk Girl Scouts; Civik War
Veteran, Mr. Decker; North Castle American Legion Auxiliary; New
Rochelle American Legion Auxiliary; United States mail rider, Charles
Remsen;  Westchester Lighting Co., Mt. Vernon office; Genung’s Depart-

























































