NORTH CASTLE

[Collection of Mary Milo]

HENKER’S FARM, 1989

THE NORTH CASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Volume 30 -~ 2003



TRUSTEES AND OFFICERS

Susan Bohm (2) Joan Krantz (4) Constance Quarrie
Y. Staart Brown (2) Debbie LeDone Jag Rao
Jody Pember Burns Barbara Massi (6) Ree Schuiltz
Barbara DiGiacinto Mary Milo Sharon Tomback (4, 5}
Judy Early Robby Morris (1) Doris Finch Watson
Vincent Piore (2) Jack Paschke Metissa Taylor White
Becky Kittredge Thea Pitassy (3) Hdward Woodyard (6)
Ex-Officio: Doris Finch Watson, Town Historian
{1) President (2) Vice President
{3) Treasurer (4) Co-Recording Secretary

(5) Corresponding Secretary

(6) Trustee-at-Large

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP

Family $30 * Individual $20 * Sustaining $50

Patron $100 * Corporate/Business $100
Life Member $300 paid once

The North Castle Historical Society is chartered by The Regents of The
University of The State of New York.

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE

Sharon Tomback, Editor

Judy Early * Marjorie Moore * Doris Finch Watson

Richard Koenig, Photography

The North Castle Historical Society is not responsible for the accuracy of
statements and signed articles.

Any reprint of material appearing in North Castle History must give
specific credit to the author and The Society.




Table of Contents

President’s Letter 2
Words From the Civil War by Doris Finch Watson 3
Some Slaves in North Castle by Sharon Tomback 16
Rye Lake Bridge, State Road Route 22 23
Henker’s Farm by Leonard Pouder 24
Henker’s Farm & the Banksville Fire Emblem

by Doris Finch Watson 28
A Salute to John Schnoor by Sharon Tomback 30
Trustees of The North Castle Historical Society 33

Photographs, Drawings and Maps

The Henker Farm as it appeared in 1989 Front Cover
Civil War Supply Wagons, Belle Plain, Virginia, 1864 6
David Clauson Bauks from Daguerreotype, 1862 8
David Clauson Banks’ Discharge Certificate, 1864 9
Walter Banks (d. 1882) 10
Banks Family Farmhouse, Bedford-Banksvilie Road 10
David Clauson Banks Home, Banksville, ¢. 1922 11
William S. Finch (d. 1934) and Ella B. Finch (d. 1893) 11
Children of William and Ella Finch, ¢. 1894 12

Walter 8. Finch (d. 1961) and Emma M. Finch (d. 1967) 13
Mrs. David Clauson Banks with Grandsons Walter S,

and William E. Finch at Banksville Home 13
David Clauson Banks with William E. Finch,

Walter D. Finch and William E. Finch, Jr. 14
Sarah Ann and David Clauson Banks, 1898 14
Emancipation of Rachel, a Mulatto Girl 21
Two Views of Rye Lake Bridge under Construction,

State Route 22, 1910-1911 23
Girls Washing Vegetables, Henker’s Farm, 1980s 25
Map Showing the Henker Farmland, c. 1950 26
The Henker Farm, 1992 26
The Henker Farm, 1993 26
“Henkers Farm™, 2003 _ 27
Victor Mead, Frank and Ernie Henker, 1991 28
Henker’s Farm from Banks Farm Road, 1989 28
Frank, Gertrude and Ernie Herker, 1991 28
Banksville Independent Fire Company Emblem 29

John Schnoor, 1986 32
1



The North (Gste Fistorical Socjety

40 SEDFORD ROAD  ARMONK, NEW YORK 10504

Soud th's Thwwst
Feriety Mradusiert

Llsced ln The Mew York Stair

und Natipwal Riglacer of Hivartc Placee

Dear Friends, President’s Message

A W ey

As I approach the end of my first year as President, I continue to be
amazed at the amount of time and effort expended by our committed
volunteers. You are the lifeblood of our Society! While our volunteers
provide the manpower, the financial contributions provide the fuel for us
to operate. OQur membership continues to grow and special donations are
always welcome. This year’s two fundraising events were outstanding.
Both the 2 Annual North Castle Wine & Food Festival (initiated by
Armonk Rotary) and the Society’s 25" Annual Armonk Antiques Show
were terrific community events. (The 2004 Antiques Show will be April
17" and 18%)

Our docents, off for the winter, will be back to work the beginning of
April, when we will be open to the public Wednesdays from 2:00pm-
4:00pm and Sundays from 2:00pm-5:00pm, In addition, group tours are
provided by appointment. The Colonial Crafts Days for hundreds of area
4™ grade students are outstanding events and because of their success, we
are adding a special program for pre-school age children this March.
Maintenance of the four historic buildings is ongoing. Several permanent
exhibits are on display at the Educational Complex. Temporary exhibits
change seasonally. Asnnual publications continue. A ‘lost® cemetery was
discovered in Middle Patent. In short, there is a lot going on at the historic
complex on Route 22. Volunteer to help and encourage others to come by
and see what we are all about,

A very special 32" Annual Meeting is planned — a professional
presentation about the spy Major Andre, who was held in North Castie
before his execution. Plan fo join us April 4 at Smith’s Tavern.

“Thank You!” for your help and guidance and for continuing the work of
preservation and education — the mission of our Society.

Sincerely,

Robby Morris, President
CHARTERED BY THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK



WORDS FROM THE CIVIL WAR
¥rom David C. Banks

by Doris Finch Watson,
North Castle Town Historian

A Civil War Soldier’s timeworn letter reads:

Harewood Hospital', Washington, D.C.
May 20" 1864

Dear Wife,

I have received no letter from you yet, but expect one today. [
thought to have a letter vyesterday, but was disappoinied. As [
remarked in my last, I have had but one letter from you in one month,
but I am to blame for that, for I have been moving from place to place
so much that I at first thought it better for you not to write until I had
got settled down, but I cannot go without hearing from home and will
risk your writing at least twice a week until you hear of my removal
from here.

I feel about the same — my head feels as large as a bushel; 1
have no appetite and am quite thin. I have no idea how long I may
stop here — it may be twenty-four hours, and I may stop here three
months. Every day or two we are visited by a different Surgeon and
each will have some vemark to make on each patient’s case according
to his own judgment, and in nine cases out of ten differing with the
Surgeon who made the previous visit. For instance, we have one
young marn in the ward thar I am in who is ruptured — a perfect case
of hernia, and the Surgeon who has had charge of him for a number
of days past has had him on light duty, telling him it amounted to
nothing — and this morning we were visited by another Surgeon who
examined this young man’s case and asked him how long he had been
in this condition. He answered three months. The Surgeon told him to
keep very quiet and he would have his papers made out for his
discharge -~ this is the way we get along in an institution of this
magnitude.

! Located on the farm of W.W. Corcoran, 7™ Street NW near the Soldiers Home,
Harewood Hospital was supervised by Surgeon Reed Bontecou. The Hospital
held nearly 2,000 beds. At one time an additional 1,872 beds were provided on
the grounds in 312 hospital tents. {nimbm. washingtonde.musenm/exhibiis]
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Active operations in front appear to be at a standstill - at
present it Is believed here that ere many hours roll around the most
deadly and hardest fought battle of the war will be opened. May God
grant us victory and cover our brave soldiers with glory, vanquish the
enemy, and bring this war to a speedy termination. From all that 1
can learn, I fear that Gen’l. Grant has paid dear for all he’s gained
thus far in this Campaign, and even now Gen’l. Lee claims the
Vietory. The fact is this, Gen’l. Grant has failed to march steadily
along to Richmond as he expected, and Gen'l. Lee has thus far been
successful in keeping him out of Richmond,

There is no lack of sympathy with our cause now in the loyal
states, and I doubt not but Grant will take Richmond this campaign,
but the cost will be great in life and the best blood of our couniry.

I think I have written you a long letter if not an interesting one,
but you know I am where I cannot hear or see much, so you must
excuse miy letters being dry and without interest, and I'll atone by
telling you how very much I love my dear wife and Pets,® and how
very anxious I am to get home with them once more. Home! How
that word sounds to me now. It appears to me I never realized the
meaning of that word until I lost my health. How many poor soldiers
never will see home again. God grant that I may be spared to go
home to my wife and be a Citizen again. Write soon.

Your affectionate husband.
David C. Banks

P.S. Give my love to our parents and kiss our Pets for me. I have
no tobacco nor money to buy with.

One may wonder about that sentence, “God grant that I may be
spared to go home to my wife and be a Citizen again.” Did his prayer
come true? YES, thankfully he did come home. '

% “Pets” was a term of endearment David used to refer to his daughters. He
lovingly called Sarah Ann “Wife”.
4



BACKGROUND

DAVID CLAUSON BANKS was a member of one of North
Castle’s oldest and founding families. He was a great-great grandson of
Samuel Banks, who came to Middle Patent ciyca 1698, and whose family
name is still carried on today in the hamiet of BANKSVILLE.

David C. Banks was born in Bedford, New York on October 20,
1827, the son of Walter Banks and his wife, Mary Dayton, Walter Banks
was the Superintendent of the large Jay Farm, which had been inherited
by the son of John Jay, the great statesman and first Chief Justice of the
United States Supreme Court.? Thus, David and his sister, Lavinia, grew
up in this fine atmosphere and attended Bedford Schools. He must have
played on the old village green where in Revolutionary days Lt. Col.
Tarleton’ had led his British troops to burn and ransack the town. Young
David probably enjoyed sitting around the country store and listening to
the talk of those who had lived through the war. Like many young boys,
he may have dreamed of being a soldier. Little did he know that the day
would not be too far off when he would enlist to fight for his country.

" THE YOUNG MAN

After completing his education, young David began a career as a
carpenter, and as his success grew he decided to move to Rye, New
York. There he built up his trade until he was an expert building
contractor. In 1832, at age twenty-five, he married Sarah Ann Field, the
daughter of Stephen Field and his wife Mary Cromwell.’ The Fields
were prominent in the Quaker Church and affairs of Purchase. Sarah
was the eldest of eight, having seven younger brothers who welcomed
and teased David, their new “brother”™.

The new couple made their home in Rye, and their three
daughters were born there. Sadness came into their lives in 1856 when

> The Jand was purchased in 1703 by Mr. Jay’s grandfather. By 1801, John had
acquired 750 acres. The home is on Route 22 between Bedford Village and
Katonah. [nysparks.state.ny.us]

* Lt. Col. Banastre Tarleton and his troops burned and ransacked private homes
as they moved from Pound Ridge to Bedford and down Route 22 to North
Castle. The burning of Bedford occurred July 1779 and has been well
documented by several sources.

* Family genealogy taken from the private collection of Doris Finch Watson.
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Mary, their first little girl, died at age three, just a few months after her
little sister was born. In 1861 a third little girl was born, and they named
her Carrie.

When the war between the North and South erupted, David was
one of the first to give his service to his country. He enlisted and was
assigned to Capt. David F. Wright’s Company B, 51" Regiment of New
York Volunteers® on September 7, 1861 at age 34. He was assigned to
medical duty and put in charge of a hospital wagon and tents. He had
full charge of ordering medicines and medical supplies and transporting
them to hospital tents.

[civilwarphotos.net]

SUPPLY WAGONS AT THE LANDING
BELLE PLAIN, VIRGINIA (1364)

The world in which he lived during the Civil War is best
understood in writings from his diary. Here are entries from a few pages:

Sunday, Nov. 23" 1862. The weather clear and pleasant. This
morning I went out on a hill in front of our quarters to take a view
of the Rebel encampments. They are in strong force on the other

8 The 51% Regiment, New York Volunteers contained six Companies of Shepard
Rifleg, two of Scott Rifles and two of Union Rifles. The Regiment fought at
New Berne, Manassas, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Spotsylvania,
Cold Harbor, Petersburg and Appomattox. Recruited at New York City and
assigned to General Burnside, the Regiment left Annapolis January 6, 1862 for
Roanoke Island. {Slstnewyorkinfantry.tripod.com]

6



side of the river and I could plainly see seven siege guns mounted
and entrenchments thrown up last night. I understand that our
trains have gone to Belle Plain today after Pontoon bridges to
throw across the river at this place.

Monday, Nov. 24%, 1862. The weather clear and pleasant. The
Rebs on the other side of the river are drilling in plain open sight
of us. We expected fo have an artillery duel with them this
morning, but for some reason it has been deferred. A number of
the Rebs have forded the river and come over to us. They say that
they will fight at this place until there is not @ man left — this is just
what we wan.

Thursday, Nov. 27 (1862). A beautiful clear morning and mild
as May. We are all happy that we have so fine a day for
Thanksgiving — although we have no means of raising anything
extra in the way of eatables. Our dinner today is Pork and Beans
with hard bread and coffee, and I think we are lucky to get that,
At any rate we will not grumbie.

Saturday, Nov. 29" (1862). The weather clear and cool. Our
forces are building up the depot at Falmouth Station’ and the road
is now in good running order. Our greatest trouble here at
present is the want of tobacco, which sells for two and three
dollars per pound and scarce at that.

Monday, Dec. 8" (1862). The weather very cold, and six of our
pickets froze to death in the posts last night. I went to Aquia
Creek again today after more medical supplies. The Potomac is
frozen nearly across and the ice in the Creek will bear a horse.
There are now eight engines on the tracks and supplies are being
rapidly moved up to Falmouth and intermediate stations.

Sunday, Dec. 14% (1862). The weather clear and pleasant. The ball

opened this morning early and the most terrific fighting I ever witnessed

was the battle of today.® The baitle of Antietam news is completely

" Falmouth Station, near Fredericksburg, Virginia.

8 The Battle of Fredericksburg, December 11-15, 1862, Union casuaities were

estimated at 13,353, [americancivilwar.com]}
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thrown in the shade. Qur loss up to this time cannot be less than seven
or eight thousand,

Thursday, Dec. 18" (1862). The weather clear and cool. No more
fighting. We think we are nicely whipped. Sent a few hundred more
wounded to Washington. Dr. Leonard’ is constantly amputating and is
covered with blood from head to foot.

Friday, Dec. 19" (1862). The weather cool and freezing hard nights.
We again sent a number of our wounded to Washington and continue to
amputate limbs of the wounded. We buried thirty-four men today who
died from the effects of their wounds.

Thursday, Dec, 25" (1862). The weather warm and pleasant. Today we
sent the remainder of our wounded to Washington. Except four who
were thought to be dving. Two died this evening. I sent g letter to father
today.

Saturday, Dec. 27" (1862). The weather clear and pleasant. We have
struck all of our hospital tents and are packing up for a move. I had my
daguerreotype’ % taken today and sent it to wife.

s

i e g

(Collection of Doris Finch Watson)

DAVID CLAUSON BANKS FROM THE DAGUERREQTYPE
WHICH HE SENT TO “WIFE” (1862)

? William H. Leonard was made Assistant Surgeon, 51% New York March 1862
and Surgeon October 1863, [collectorsnet.com]
0 See December 27, 1862 diary entry. He sent “wife” a small, locket-size

daguerreotype.
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Thursday, Jan. 1% (1863). The weather clear and cold. This is a
holiday and I never wish to see another celebrated as this has
been. Almost everyone is intoxicated and a great many beastly.
Truly our army is demoralized when our generals and their Staff
are as drunk as brutes in front of their soldiers. I have been very
busy writing all day and this has been no holiday for me. 1
received a letter from wife today.

WOUNDED AND HOSPITALIZED

After David was both wounded and sick he spent weeks in the
Harewood Hospital in Washington, DC. His military service had
exposed him to much horror, pain and death, including the Battle of
Fredericksburg and the Battle of Antietam. After three years of service
he was discharged on September 21, 1864.

Gl
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(Collection of Doris Finch Watson)

DAVID C. BANKS ... “DISCHARGEDFROM THE SERVICE” (1864)

HOME

David came back ... leaving behind the bloodshed and death
scenes that had been part of his everyday life. He was home at last with
his family. He began to regain his health and then began work again in
his contracting business.




The years passed. David’s contracting business continued to be
successful, and the two daughters, Ella and Carrie, attended Miss Life’s
School for Girls, which later became Rye Country Day School.!! David
and Sarah Ann decided it was time to move back to North Castle to the
farm of his father, Walter Banks, a gentleman who was known as “Uncle
Walter” to all who knew him in his later years.

THE FARM YEARS

David continued his building business, and he and Sarah Ann
hired workers to run the large farm. In addition to the animals and crops
raised on the farm, they owned property and a mill across the street from
the house. Those were busy times. The farmhouse’, which still stands
today, is located on the west side of Bedford-Banksville Road a short
distance north of Brookwood Road.

(Both Photographs Collection of Doris Finch Watson}
WALTER BANKS (1798 - 1882) BANKS FAMILY FARMHOUSE

The home was a gathering place for family and friends. Among
young Ella’s guests was a youth named William S. Finch; their
friendship turned to romance, followed by their wedding in 1874.
William was the son of Marvin N. Finch, whose family dates to 1720 in

1 Rev. William Life and his wife, Susan, established The Rye Female Seminary
in 1869. In 1896 the Misses Harriet and Mary Stowe purchased The Seminary.
In 1921 The Seminary merged with a local boys’ school and became The Rye
Country Day Schools. [reds.rye.ny.us]
12 The house has been extensively remodeled over the years. Richard and Diana
Zeltner lately owned the house,
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the Banksville area. Marvin Finch was the owner of Finch’s Store, the
only store in the area, and was also the U.S. Postmaster of Banksville.”®

David’s father, Walter, died in 1882. David and Sarah Ann’s
younger daughter, Carrie, married William Close in 1883. With both
girls gone, David decided to sell the farm. He purchased land from
Marvin N. Finch, his daughter Ella’s father-in-law, and built 2 home just
north of the Finch Store. They moved to their new home complete with
trellises, picket fences, and lovely old shade trees. Tt was a picturesque
little village with a country store, white country church and tree-lined dirt
roads.

(Coilection of Doris Finch Watson)
DAVID CLAUSON BANKS’ HOME, BANKSVILLE, NEW YORK (1922)
Bedford-Banksville Road was unpaved and had towering trees,

i

{Both Photographs Collection of Doris Finch Watson)
WILLIAM SUTHERLAND FINCH ELLA BANKS FINCH
(1852-1934) (1856-1893)

13 Later, Banksville mail was transferred to the Greenwich Post Office and then
to the Bedford Post Office.
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