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REDBROOKE FARM

Here is the story of both a river that has flowed for centuries, and of
the ancient land through which it flows. The story encompasses not
only the trail of owners, but the lifestyles and responsibilities of those
who lived throughout the decades.

Through the centuries many changes occurred, and in the early part
of the twentieth century great estates were being built in North
Castle. This tells about the development of one of those great estates
~ REDBROOKE FARM — and the people who dwelled there then ...
and now.

The fieldstone covered main house still stands today at the corner of
Redbrooke Place and old New York-Danbury Post Road (now
Bedford Road or Route 22) as a proud reminder of North Castle’s
Great Estates of the past.

Please forward any corrections or additions fo the information presented
herein and/or your constructive suggestions for improving this publication to
your editorial board at The North Castle Historical Society, Historic Smith’s
Tavern, 440 Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504. If you would be
willing to research and/or author an article, please let us know. Different
writers and diverse perspectives are vital.

Repriats of North Castle History may be ordered from

THE NORTH CASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
440 Bedford Road
Armonk, New York 16504
914-273-4510
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& Message from the President
Dear Friends:

Preserving historic sites and remembering our traditions are vital to our
community. By working together we can continue this mission so that
those who follow us may experience and value our local heritage.

During 2004, our docents hosted drop-in guests and scheduled groups at
Historic Smith’s Tavern Educational Complex. Our first Pre-School
Event was initiated and our outstanding Coloniat Crafts Days for Byram
Hills and Vathalla fourth grade siudents continned. We appreciate the
Pre-School Association and the Byram Hills Parent-Teacher-Student
Association for their invaluable help in presenting these programs.

Two significant history programs were presented this year. Constance
Quarrie arranged for “Treason of the Blackest Dye” detailing the
Benedict Amold and Major John Andre conspiracy and the connection to
North Castle through the Wrights/Sands Mill historic site. “This is North
Castle... THEN and Now”, a special program presented by North Castle
Town Historian Doris Finch Watson, featured sfides and commentary
about large estates and historic sites of North Castle.

Our 26® Annual Armonk Antiques Show was a great success and & first-
class show! Don’t miss being a part of the 2005 upcoming Show on
April 23 and 24 at Byrawn Hills High School.

We are a group of exceptionaily dedicated volunteers who make things
happen. If you are not actively volunteering, please join with us. Come
share your vision... your ideas... your energy... your commitment.
Come share your friendship and be a part of our community.

; o 1y’

¥ Robby Moris, President

CHARTERED BY THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
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Continuing a Series ...

“REDBROOKE”

ANOTHER GREAT ESTATE OF THE PAST

by Doris Finch Watson
North Castle Town Historian

As the story of this great estate called REDBROOKE FARM began fo
unfold, some perplexing questions remained unanswered:

When and Where did the name originate?
Was the name associated with an important place or location?
Was it always used or spelled the same way?

A careful search of various early North Castle maps and records
disclosed that there was (and still is) an ancient siream called the Red
Brook starting on the east side of the highway, meandering under (and
sometimes over) the old New York-Danbury Post Road, (one mile north
of Cox Avenue) then flowing toward the northwest through its
embankments and base of soil made red by iron oxide, and finally
continuing its journey to join the Byram Brook flowing southward to
Long Island Sound. It sti}{ continues that course today."

The name of that ancient stream called “Red Brook” has been used and
recorded in North Castle for three centuries, dating back to the eatly
1700s. March 8, 1722 was the earliest date a careful search revealed,
That was when the “Public Road” from Bedford Village through North
Castle was laid out. In the description of points to be passed it recites in
part: '

... and so along Comonk pond, up another ridge till you come
to Cleke’s brook, so over Cleke’s Ridge, across ye northeast
end of Nicholl’s field and over Red brook ...”

! See insert copy of 1901 map showing Red Brook’s route and name.
% In History of Westchester County, Volume 2, J. Thomas Scharf quotes from
“Entries of Highways in County Records”, Scharf’s article on page 633.

3




f
i
/fﬁ)f’z?ﬂ'ﬁff

e & Bene
-//"ﬁ'a:pp !f at &

ﬂﬁb [{ %nmn

naq' /)
' y 6@ . {\‘
widy | F i

WQRTH /CASTLE

I, LRt
y Iﬁmﬂrmg(- 9, ¢ \.f:&:{?{‘n L )

§fbrryn. P X s 4 W Jltﬂ f%’“ o e / ﬁﬁmﬂo&
MONK ) :_ mﬁzfggr M ."f% /?i’rr\ f‘ [}hm?m. o/,n ?h?m’dn@ﬁ _
L y \:‘!'\;' h ﬁ‘Mni R /"ufﬁ_n’l }?&“m‘fa fp(n”n”,

7 g ' Jlodynoe ”7’?2 t
% fp"r“ 3 " oy ARurdie v/ . "(J).l" i \\' Jreen
> ] {‘ E/jwu&ugr. J ’, (' ./ﬂ \/o/éﬁ}ﬁlft‘!‘
/ = 4.‘{&’1:”{ ; [
«/4, g LiE W,
mﬂ..}?’ z.ml g / ”AT

Whitiock’s, New Haven, Connecticut 1901, Map Collection of Doris Finch Watson

RED BROOK, 1901
This map is enhanced to show Red Brook crossing Bedford Read
(Route 22) and joining the Byram Brook (River)

The name “Red brook™ first appears in the North Castle Town Minutes
on April 4, 1759 at the twenty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Town. The
Minutes list road assignments and read, “Roger Lyon overseer of the
Roads from Red brook to Bedford Line and across to Robert Reynolds.™
The Red Brook was a well-known stream crossing the New York-
Danbury Post Road, and everyone kunew its location, so there was no
question as to the strip of road assigned to a particular man. This was a

? Historical Records of North Castle/New Castle 1736-1791, page B30.
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time when property owners living along the roads had to take care of the
stretch of highway assigned to them at the Annual Meeting, for in those
days no road services were provided by the town government. Roger
Lyon was assigned the same task for the next three years.* If those early
narrow roads, which sometimes followed old Indian trails, were to be at
all passable during times of ice, snow and mud, then it was the
responsibility of the assigned person to keep them open.

By April 6, 1762 the same section of road responsibility was assigned at
the Annual Town Meeting as follows, “Anthony Tripp to keep the roads
in good repair from Red Brook to Bedford Line, to Chestnut Ridge.”
And so it went on for many years, with new men getting their assigned
duties for various stretches of roadways. Red Brook is last mentioned as
a road assignment in the Town Minutes of April 4, 1786°, for during the
following year a new improved system using numbered road assignments
was instituted. At times the name “Red Brook™ appeared as two words,
sometimes as one.

Research shows yet another early use of the name “Redbrook™. The first
school in North Castle District Four, way back in 1816, was named
“Redbrook School”, and it stood just south of where Redbrook Place is
located today. John Tripp gave the tiny piece of land, 14 feet by 22 feet,
and the humber to build the school was cut on his land. The little
Redbrook School served the children there for over half a century.”

The Red Brook - or the Big Ditch

The stream was mentioned repeatedly, not only in town minutes or
school records, but in many early deeds, sometimes referred to as the
“Red Brook” and/or the “big ditch”. Thus, through years of use and
recognition, the Red Brook became an established local landmark. Years
passed, and by the twentieth century the words “Red” and “Brook”
became joined together and an “e” was added, perbaps to add a touch of
distinction, as in REDBROOKE FARM, the name given to the farmiand
through which the brook flows.

* Ibid, pages B32 and B33.

* Ibid, page B35.

S Ibid, page B76

7 North Castle History, Volume 9, 1982, page 11 and Westchester County Map
of 1851 by Sidney and Neff, showing District School and properties of Nash
and Tripp.
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Collection of States D, Tompkins IV Collection of Doris Fitich Watson

TWO VIEWS OF THE RED BROOK :
The left view was reproduced from Redbrooke Farm stationery dating back
to about 1910. The right view shows the stream as it appears today (2004),

Collection of States D, Tompkins IV

A PORTION OF THE ROCK WALL IN FRONT OF THE MAIN HOUSE
SHOWING “REDBROOKE” CARVED IN STONE

Finding the Farm

The story of REDBROOKE FARM is one of triumph and tragedy.
Typical of the early 1900s, affluent gentlemen from New York City were
purchasing large tracts of land in both Fairfield and Westchester
Counties on which to build their summer “cottages” or estates, where

6



they could commute to and from their peaceful country settings to their
places of business. One such gentleman was States D. Tompkins.

Mr. Tompkins owned a large home in Flatbush (Brooklyn), and he was
looking to find a special country place where the lifestyle would provide
a welcome change for himself and his family.

ey

Collection of States D. Tompkins IV

TOMPKINS HOME IN BROOKLYN

Collection of States D. Tompkins IV

TOMPKINS HOME, “REDBROOKE”, IN NORTH CASTLE

The two dirt roads are presently Redbrooke Place to the left and Bedford
Road (Route 22) going straight ahead. Even though the roads were
unpaved, Mr. Tompkins installed catch basins, similar to the one
appearing in the left foreground of the photograph.
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States Tompkins enjoyed hunting and fishing, and he began checking
property in Westchester, particularly in North Castle. He looked with
great interest at the large farm owned by Lounis D. Brundage, walked the
fields and observed the flowing brook, known as Red Brook, winding its
way through the rocks and woodlands. THIS was what he wanted. Mr.
Tompkins’ decision was made, and so on July 2, 1908 he completed the
purchase from Mr. Brundage and became the owner of what he would
call his “REDBROOKE FARM™.

The Background

As with much property, the 180-acre farm that States Tompkins
purchased on both sides of the highway had a long list of former owners
and co-owners. Of special interest is the current discovery that at one
time, back in the 1830s, a large portion of this land was owned by
Sarmuel P. Smith (of Smith’s Tavern) and at other times by such
recognized names in North Castle history as Hyram Finch’, or Andrew
Nash'® and others. One deed for a portion of this property, mentioning
Red Brook, was dated April 22, 1839 from Samuel P. Smith, and reads in
part, “All that certain tract or parcel of land, situated in said North Castle
and bounded as follows: Northerly and easterly by the ditch commonly
called Red Brook, southerly by Andrew S. Nash’s land ....”"" It seems
the desirability and ongoing value of that land was known to many.

The Setting

As Mr. Tompkins began to develop his working farm, he found the
commute to and from New York City was not too difficult or long,
attested to by the ancient mileage marker set along the roadside near his
home. That particular marker reads “38 Miles from New York”, and
tradition says that Mr. Tompkins moved it from the edge of the narrow
road and encased it in his stonewall to protect it."> Today, it is still
visible and remains exactly where it was set into the stonewall nearly one
hundred years ago. Back in the 1770s milestone markers were placed at

8 Westchester County Clerk’s Office, Division of Land Records, Liber 1841,
page 429,

Thid, Liber 1512, page 439,
* 1bid, Liber 1324, page 34.
 1bid, Liber 84, page 457.
12 North Castle History, excerpt from article by Richard M. Lederer, Jr. on
Milestones, Volume 16, 1989, page 24,
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every mile along the New York-Danbury Post Road to set the rate for the
number of miles the mail and/or passengers were carried", as well as to
orient and benefit the stagecoach drivers whose responmblhty it was to
deliver the mail and to locate the various taverns with sleeping facilities
that had been established for the stagecoach passengers.

P = * g

Collections of The North Castle Historical Society

MILEAGE MARKER — 38 MILES FROM NEW YORK

The Tompkins Family

States DeGrote Tompkins II, named for his father, was born January 14,
1869, the son of Mary Mesick and States D. Tompkins, a collateral
descendant of Daniel D. Tompkins who served as Governor of New
York and as Vice President under President Monroe during both of his
terms in office. The Tompkins owned property in Chatham, New York
and later in Brooklyn. As a young man States Tompkins met and
married Mattie Benedict. They had two children, a daughter, Mildred,
and then a son, his namesake.” Mr. Tompkms began a career in
manufacturing special bags designed for carrying coal and/or blocks of
ice, and in the early 1900s became a successful businessman, owning his
own company, & manufacturing entity located in Brooklyn, New York. It
was during this period of time, 1907-1908, with his successful business
and his growing family, that Mr. Tompkins made the decision to look
into expanding his holdings out into the country. Thus, REDBROOCKE

B 1bid, page 27.
* Book of Knowledge, The Graphic Society, Inc., Book 11, page 3948 and
Tompkins Family Genealogy papers.
¥ Tompkins Genealogy shows that the daughter of States and Mattie was bom
in 1895 and their son, States, was bhorn in 1901.
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