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Narth Castle Town Historizn, Doris Finch Watson, designed the plaque
pictured on the front cover as a memorial marking the 225" anniversary of
the containment of British Maj. John Andre in North Castle.

During the American Revolution Maj. Andre worked with the infamous
American fraitor Benedict Arnold. Maj. Andre acted as a spy, was
captured in Tarrytown, contained in a barn at Thomas Wright’s Mill in
North Castle and later hanged in Tappan, New York.

The plaque shows the 1780 Thomas Wright’s miil site buildings. Elements
include the mill wheel and the date 1737, indicating the first recorded
reference to a mill at the site. Also included is 2 depiction of the stone
foundation outlining the barn, which served as headquarters for Lt. Col
John Jameson of the Continental Army and in which British Maj. Jehn
Andre was contained in 1780. Depicted beneath the stone foundation
appears a stone with the initials “J. 5. and the date “1812” representing
John Sands. It is believed that the stone may have been a gate stone at his
home, built in 1812 across from the mill. A fourth element of the plague is
a symbol of the 1930 monument stone erected by the Armonk Business
Men’s Club memorializing the 150™ anniversary of the containment.

Peacock Memorials of Valhalla, New York executed the plaque. Bruce
Barnard, Chairman of North Castle Parks and Recreation, and John Fava,
Chairman of North Castle Conservation Board and Vincent Tannone,
Peacock Memorials, arranged for its instaflation on a stone selected by Mrs.
Watson from the mill site,

Please forward any corrections or additions fo the information presented
herein and/or your constructive snuggestions for improving this publication to
your editorial board ar The North Castle Historical Society, Historic Smith’s
Tavern, 440 Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504, If you would be
willing to research and/or author an article, please let us know. Different
writers and diverse perspectives are vital,

Reprints of North Castle History may be ordered from

THE NORTH CASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
440 Bedford Road
Armonk, New York 10504
914-273-4510

Printing by D&M Press, Inc. 46 Lafayette Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914-636-3636
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Sanlety Neadguariers Febm 2006
Elated t Tée Mrws York State

el Waticnal Begither of Hlstorie Places

Priends,

I can’t believe that it has been 3 years — the time has passed so quickly. I must
thank the rerarkable people who make up our Board of Trustees. Nothing that
we do or have done over the last 3 years could have been accomplished without
the work and support of these dedicated volunteers.

Together we continue to protect the four buildings and their holdings of
permanent exhibits and firnishings. We established the PPP Fund to preserve
and protect these holdings, and continue 1o add to it through our fundraisers —
the Malcolm Pray Antique Car Exhibit and the Annual Advertising Booklet.
We host many educational programs, like our Colonial Crafts Days for the 4™
graders from Byram Hills and Valhalla Schools and an additional school this
year from the Bronx. We started a relationship with the Pre-School Association
and led programs for our younger historians. We have established a closer
working relationship with the Armonk Library. We presented many programs
(International Automobile Race of 1908); celebrations (225th Anpiversary of
Major Andre’s Containment) and dedications (Wright’s Mill) —- just to name
three. We’ve had metal detecting on the property, located an old cemetery and
continue to rediscover our past through letters, diaries and old photographs.
Membership support has increased. AND through it all we still have our
dedicated Docents who show our complex on Wednesdays and Sundays.

I sincerely appreciate all the help, mentoring and tutelage I received from
everyone, I especially thank Dorrie for her gentle-yet-firm hand and perceptive
guidance; Judy for her presidential “heads-up” and assistance and Sharon for
always keeping me on track and her wise counsel, as well as ALL of the other
trustees and volunteers who do their jobs and run their committees with
diligence and professionalism. This is the unique chemistry and camaraderie
that makes The Notth Castle Historical Society GREAT. 1 feel privileged to
have led these past three years and to be a part of the continuing success.

obby Morris, President



A SPECIAL DAY FOR HON. JOHN A. LOMBARDI

December 20, 2005 was a special date for the man who had served
North Castle for forty-four years. It was JACK LOMBARDI DAY!

Nearly 500 friends, family, business associates and well-wishers
gathered that Tuesday evening in the Crowne Plaza Hotel in White
Plains to pay honor to a gentleman who had led the Town of North
Castle since his election to the office of Town Supervisor way back in
1961,

North Castle News, January 12, 1966 — Cotlections of The North Castle Historical Society

NORTH CASTLE TOWN BOARD MEMBERS 1966
[1.-R} Frank Milvaney, Kathleen Baroni, Town Supervisor John A.
Lombardi, Richard N, Lander and Steve Mudge

After greetings and the opening prayer, the program continued with an
announcement that there was a Special Citation from New York
Governor George Pataki. The Governor had expressed regrets that his
numerous other commitments prevented his attendance, and General
Chairman Edward Woodyard called vpon North Castle Town Historian
Doris Finch Watson to read the Governor’s Citation. [t is reproduced
here as a lasting tribute to a man so truly deserving of such recognition.



State of New York, Executive Chamber Citation

Whereas, the people of the Empire State welcome the
opportunity to bestow official tribute upon those individuals who
have served their fellow New Yorkers with dedication and
excellence, it is, therefore, most appropriate to recognize John A.
Lombardi, as he concludes his long run of exemplary public
service and steps down as the Supervisor of the Town of North
Castle; and

Whereas, a lifelong resident of North Castle, John
Lombardi began giving of himself to benefit others when, in 1943,
he volunteered for military service — joining the US. Army and
serving in the Pacific Theatre — and, continuing through to the
present day, his involvement and commitment to the town never
waned, and

Whereas, first elected as Supervisor in 1961, Johw
Lombardi has distinguished himself, both personally and
professionally, over the past 44 years — demonstrating a keen
understanding of local needs and a common-sense approach to
good government that made a positive difference for a grateful
community; and ‘

Whereas, decades of re-election victories reflect voter
confidence in his effective leadership and acceptance of the
responstbilities of elected office, John Lombardi enhanced the
quality of life for the residents of North Castle by keeping property
taxes low, initiating the town's sewior citizens and recreation
programs, preserving open space, and improving the area’s
infrastructure; and

Whereas, deeply rooted and connected to his community,
John Lombardi has given generously of his time and talents
through his valued participation with the Westchester County
Solid Waste Commission and by serving on the boards of the
Children’s Hospital at the County Medical Center, the White
Plains Hospital, and the Anita Louise Ehrman Recreation Center,
and

Whereas, the respect and admiration that John Lombardi
has earned are a testament to his integrity and kindhearted spirit,
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which will be long remembered by those with the good fortune to
know and work with him and ave celebrated by the family, friends,
and colleagues who have gathered to pay tribute to the impressive
accomplishments and highlights of his life’s work, I join in
commending his outstanding tenure and applaud his dedication to
the town that he loves;

Now, Therefore, I, George E. Pataki, Governor of the
State of New York, do hereby confer this Special Citation upon
John A, Lombardi with expressed gratitude for the lasting impact
of his meaningful contribution, and best wishes for happiness and
success in every future endeavor.”

Donated to The North Castle Historical Society by Vincent Fiore, Photographer

HON. JOHN A, LOMBARDI AND MRS. DORIS F, WATSON

The evening’s continuing stream of tributes to Jack Lombardi was
diverse and heartfelt. Chairman Ed Woodyard kept “fitting in” more and
more people who asked for an opportunity to express their gratitude and
appreciation. Between speeches, awards and accolades from State,
County and local officials, Mr. Lombardi’s daughter, Mrs. Gail Norris,
surprised him with a personal and loving tribute of her own. The tears fit
in with the laughter.



in closing the evening, Jack Lombardi spoke warmly of his many past
challenges, his accomplishments for the good of North Castle, his plans
for the future and his gratitude for the forty-four years he had spent in his
leadership role. The long and standing ovation and cheers he received
were well deserved.

AND NOW, MR. SUPERVISOR, WE ALL THANK YOU, SALUTE
YOU AND WISH THAT YOU CONTINUE TO ENJOY LIFE AND
HAVE A FULL AND WONDERFUL FUTURE.

353 YEARS AGO IN THE NORTH CASTLE NEWS
(Wednesday, May 6, 1970)

Collections of Doris Finch Watsen
SUPERVISCR LOMBARDI GUIDES ANTL-POLLUTION PROGRAM
[1-R] Alexander Smith, Dorna Coombs and Martha Gilmartin zero in on
the pollution problem for other 4™ grade students at Whippoorwili School.

ge:ﬁa“ﬁ.w

Cotlections of Doris Finch Watson
ANTI-LITTER DAY IN NORTH CASTLE
[L-R] Mrs. George Kamen, Billy, Walter and Phoebe Watson and Bruce
Desmond start out from Finch’s Country Store in Barksville on a litter-
collection outing. Thirty bags of litter were collected in Banksville.
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A SPECIAL SHIP — AND BANKSVILLE

By Doris Finch Watson
North Castle Town Historian

The champagne bottle shattered ... and the huge ship lurched,
then gently glided down the long launching ramp until it dipped
into the waves. Emblazoned on it were large white letters
proudly spelling out the name CLLARENCE F. PECK.

Collections of Doris Finck Watson

LLAUNCHING OF THE CLARENCE ¥, PECK, 1945
(Note the crew looking down frem the ship)

That was the scene at The New England Shipbuilding
Corporation in South Portland, Maine. That wartime date was
February 10, 1945. But the story relating to that great ship had
begun years before.
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CHAMPAGNE CHRISTENING OF THE CLARENCE F. PECK
Mrs. Eva Freeman, wife of Captain Ernest L. Freeman, USN, Port
of Portland, Maine christened the ship on February 16, 1545,

A Different Time

The United States was at war. Thousands across the United
States were signing up and a young Banksville man named
Clarence F. Peck also wanted to serve his country. And he
served proudly, always remembering the quaint little hamlet,
divided by the state line between Connecticut and New York,
where his family lived. Before entering service, Clarence had
lived with his two brothers, Stanley L. and Lester who resided on
Banksville Avenue. His third brother Charles lived in
California.  Their - parents were deceased and buried with
generations of the family in Banksville’s Middle Patent Rural
Cemetery.

The community scene that Clarence left behind when he entered

service was one that differed greatly from the Banksville of

today. Sixty-three years ago there was just one general store

(Finch’s, established in 1860), two churches, a community house

(in an old farmhouse), three gas stations (pumps only) and two

taverns. The fire department did not exist, and most homes did
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not have telephones. At the north corner of his property, Mr.
Walter S. Finch, who served as head Air Raid Warden, had
permitted the Town of North Castle to erect a very small
building with an emergency telephone. As police cars of that
day had no means of communication, the policeman on duty
would stop there and call headquarters for reports and
instructions. Next to the little building there was a device for
signaling an “Air Raid.” It consisted of a railroad tie bent into a
circle and suspended from huge posts, and beside it was the
sledgehammer used for striking it. The sound radiated across the
valley, and all the required blackout shades had to be drawn
closed when it was sounded. The device was struck again for the
“All Clear” signal. There were reminders everywhere that it was
wartime. Neighbors were close and caring, and there was a real
sense of community. It was a different world.

Collections of Doris Finch Watson

CLARENCE ¥. PECK, July 20, 1939

(The Steger home is in the right background of the photograph.
Note the old car going down the dirt road -- Banksville Avenue.)
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