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Charles Reynolds, Proprietor

The photograph on the front cover, taken about 1910, is
reprinted from a postcard donated to The North Castle
Historical Society by Joseph Petre.

The Armonk Hotel stood on the west side of Main Street not
far beyond the driveway of today’s Citibank. In addition to
housing the Hotel upstairs, the building was home to the
Saloon on the ground level.

Signs along the réiiing of the second story read “Jac. Ruppert’s
Extra Beer.,” Jacob Ruppert was a well-known New York
brewer who established his business in the mid 1860s.

The 1895 Hog Guessing described on page 16 of this issue was
held at the Armonk Hotel, then owned by William H. Gales.
Charles Reynolds had become the proprietor by 1910 when the
postcard was produced.

& & % * *

Please forward any corrections or additions to the information
presented herein and/or your constructive suggestions for
improving this publication to your editorial board at The
North Castle Historical Society, Historic Smith’s Tavern, 440
Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504. If you would be
willing to research and/or author an article, please let us know.
Different writers and diverse perspectives are vital,

Reprints of North Castle History may be ordered from

THE NORTH CASTLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
440 Bedford Road
Armonk, New York 10504
914-273-4510

Printing by D&M Fress, Inc. 46 Lafayette Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10801 914-636-3636
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PR S
Srnith's Tavern
Soclety Headguartery

Dear Friends and Members,

This is our 33" edition of North Castle History, we hope that the articles
that follow will bring to life some of the names and places you encounter
around our town.

The past year was one of great satisfaction for the Board. Our Colonial
Crafts Days and annual Armonk Antiques Show continued to grow in
attendance and quality, and many of you were present for the wonderful
slide show on North Castle’s 1976 Bicentennial Celebration presented in
April at our annual meeting. The year was capped by a large bequest
from the estate of Harry Fullam. Harry was a long-time member and
friend of the Society. His generous bequest adds substantially to our
endowment and will provide for future financial security for preserving
our complex of historic buildings and providing educational programs.

However, the past year also brought us serious threats to two of North
Castle’s most important historic treasures. The first is the deterioration of

the 1738 Elijah Miller house (Washington’s Headquarters) in North
~ White Plains. The second is the proposed destruction of the Bedford
Road Historic District, the 19" century streetscape and only National
Historic District in North Castle. The Society Board s monitoring a
study by Westchester County Parks (owners of the Miller House), to
determine the extent of the deterioration and how to improve its
condition. The Bedford Road Histotic District’s fate is dire. The current
developer plans on adding a wider road and a parking lot on the land
between the last house and St Stephen’s Church. This will of course
destroy the continuity of the streetscape, which the National Historic
designation sought to preserve. We are asking you to reach out to your
elected officials to not allow these important historic treasures to be
destroyed, through neglect or shortsighted development.

On behalf of your Society’s Board I offer our sincere thanks for your
continued support this past year, both through your contributions and

your participation in our activities.
ck Paschke
President
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THE CHESTER FEMALE INSTITUTE

by Doris Finch Watson
North Castle Town Historian

With the passage of the Act for the Establishment of Common Schools
by the State Legislature in 1812, all towns in the State of New York were
authorized to provide public schools. By the mid-1800s there were
private seminaries, institutes and special training schools exclusively for
young ladies whose parents wanted their daughters to have a “proper”
education, including a thorough understanding of every study, plus
training in all the social graces. Two well-known schools of that era
were: Miss Purdy’s Seminary for Young Ladies, located in the center of
Banksville, and the other was The Chester Female Institute, located next
to St. Stephen’s Church in Armonck, the original spelling for Armonk.

Collections of The North Castle Historical Society

THE CHESTER FEMALE INSTITUTE?
Photograph taken in the 1970s
Today 40 Bedford Road is owned by Fields and Kulwin, DDS

' The house was constructed late in 1850 for the Seminary and Rectory for St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, then served by Dr. Robert William Harris. In the
1880s Nehemiah Acker bought the property; his son and daughter continued 10
live there until the 1950s when John Stromak purchased the property.
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St. Stephen’s Church dates to October 10, 1842, when it was founded in
a log cabin®. Over the next year property and funds were acquired and
the Church building was consecrated on September 13, 1843, In the
founding days the minister gave his services gratuitously, and by 1846
the vestry decided that he was to receive the pew rents as his salary,
although it was inadequate. The young Church needed to find a way “to
sustain a clergyman for this parish.”® The minister, the Rev. Dr. Robert
Wilbam Harzis, put forth a proposal for establishing a seminary as a way
of “providing for a clergyman,” and the vestry looked on his proposal
favorably. The ultimate plan was to obtain a lot and house “fo be owned
by the Wardens and Vestrymen, and all others interested in the measure
in shares of $100 each.” Work on the new structure, which would
becoms the parsonage/seminary, was started fate in 1850.

On April 26, 1852 the vestry invited the Rev. Isaac Dyckman Vermilye
to become the assistant rector of the church and to serve as principal of
the seminary, which was officially called The Chester Female Institute.
The following year the Rev. Dr. Harris resigned, and Rev. Vermilye
became the rector of St. Stephen’s and continued as head of the Institute.
Shortly thereafter, the vestry approved the building of a bam on the
property for the rector, as well as an “addition to the Seminary building
for schoolrooms and dormitories to accommodate no less than 32
pupils.™® Both the Church and Institute continued to enjoy several years
of progress under Rev. Vermilye’s leadership.

A Descriptive Pamphlet

A 150 year-old advertising pamphlet m the collections of The North
Castle Historical Society provides an interesting view of the operation
and procedures of The Chester Female Institute. It states that the school
is domestic in its character and that the “strictest attention will be paid to
the manners, habits and religious principals of their daughters; and every

? Presently the site of the Armonk United Methodist Church, the log cabin was
lefi over from the Whig political party when Harrison and Tyler were
campaigning in 1840, This log cabin is not to be confused with the Log Cabin
Restaurant of later years.

3 «A History of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church” by Lyman T. Seely, privately
printed. .

* Ibid.

* Thid.
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care bestowed upon their health and comfort, which parental solicitude
can desire.”’
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A Descriptive Pamphlet
Advertising Chester Female Enstitute in 1865

The Location

A following section of the pamphlet is captioned, “Its Location is Highly
Eligible.” 1t explains that the location is thirty-five miles from City Hall,
New York and stresses the easy commute via the Harlem Railroad and
stagecoach. The stagecoach was operated by Hiram Finch whose home
and various businesses were located where today’s main entrance to
Windmill Farm stands along Route 22. In those days the cost for a
stagecoach ride between the school and the station was thirty-seven and
one-half cents.®

The pamphlet continues with a paragraph that states, “The surrounding
country is remarkable for salubrity of climate and beauty of scenery.
The Institution is situated five miles from the railroad; thus enjoying the

? Pamphlet: “The Chester Female Institute” (Advertising Brochure).
8 Information from the personal collections of Doris Finch Watson.
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advantage of perfect retirement, and ample grounds for exercise and
recreation.”

The Course of Instruction

There were four different divisions of study starting with beginning
classes in Spelling, Reading, Writing, Rules and the Tables in
Arithmetic, first Iessons in History and Composition, then on to the next
level with much more difficult subjects. They included: Grammar with
Analysis of English Poetry, Rhetoric, Algebra, Chemistry, History of
English Literature, Exercise in Composition, Mental and Moral
Philosophy. French was taught throughout all the classes. An interesting
paragraph reads, “Graduates who desire to remain at the Institute to
qualify themselves as teachers, can do so upon the usual terms.””

The Terms of the School

“For English and French courses, ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
DOLLARS per session, of twenty-one weeks ~ payable in advance.

Latin...................ooe e oL additional, $10.00 per term -
Music (with use of Piano)......... additional, $20.00 per term
Painfing in Oil.......................additional, $30.00 per term
Drawing and Painting

in Water Colors...................additional, $15.00 per term
Seatin Church....................................8 1.50 perterm

The pupils should be fumished with sheets, pillowcases, towels and
napkins, silver fork and spoon, umbrella and over-shoes. Every article of
clothing, &c., distinctly marked, and an inventory of the same given in
charge of the Principal at the time of entrance. Application for
admission to be made to the Principal ™"

Change of Leadership
The Institute was a success story, but in 1864 the entire membership of

St. Stephen’s Church and all those associated with the Institute were
saddened by the death of Dr. Vermilye on August 24", Following her

® Pamphlet.
** Thid.
" hid.



husband’s death, Mrs. Josephine W. Vermilye became Principal of The
Chester Female Institute.

It is uncertain how many years Mrs. Vermilye held that position and
operated the Institute, but records show that she did own land adjoining
the school in 1884 when she sold it to St. Stephen’s Church for
additional cemetery space.

| asy 0 t omack
THE INSTITUTE BUILDING TODAY

THE BEDFORD ROAD HISTORIC DISTRICT

The building that housed The Chester Female Institute still stands
proudly on its original site. It now serves as a dental office owned by Dr.
David Fields and Dr. Richard Kulwin. It is one of the mid-1800s
buildings that comprise our town’s only HISTORIC DISTRICT.

The District includes six homes, St. Stephen’s Church and the cemetery
and is listed on the Local, County, State and NATIONAL REGISTER
OF HISTORIC PLACES. We are most fortunate to have this Historic
District. It is a treasure in our township, and we must make every effort
to see that it is preserved now so that future generations can see and
appreciate this landscape of the mid-1800s,
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ED DEAL, ARMONK’S SPORTING BLACKSMITH

by Sharon Tomback

Courtesy of Helen Munoz and Henry McHale

Advertisement in Country Gentleman Magazine, September 1937

ED DEAL, THE BLACKSMITH, PUTS IN A VOTE FOR MILDNESS

“Bd Deal comes by blacksmithing naturally, for his dad and granddad worked
at the forge and anvil before him. It's o tough, heavy job, as Ed explgins:
Working around the hot forge is heavy, tiving labor. When [ feel tived, [ light a
Camel and enjoy a lifi in energy. [ want to add that Camel’s mildness and rich
Aavor count big with me.” Turn to Camels for a refreshing lift in energy. Enjoy
Camels whenever you please — they never get on the nerves. Those costlier
tobaccos sure make a difference!”



Family stories relate that as early as 1926 Ed took his blacksmithing to
the horses. He used a portable shop on wheels transporting his anvil,
bellows, vise and tempering tub. His customers lived on large estates in
the areas of Greenwich, Connecticut and upper Westchester County,
New York.

Mr. Deal published an advertisement in the May 29, 1914 issue of The
North Castle Sun:

EDWARD L. DEAL
The Village Forge
Expert Horse shoer——Worker in lron
Skilied All-round Mechanic
SHOP—MAPLE AVENUE, ARMONK

ADVERTISING THE VILLAGE FORGE, MAPLE AVENUE, ARMONK

In its April 20, 1928 issue The Sun newspaper related: “Edward L. Deal,
Armonk’s champion wrestler' and expert horseshoer, was a visitor in
Mount Kisco last Saturday night, and called on his many friends there.
Mr. Deal has calls to shoe horses from all parts of Westchester and also
Fairfield County in Connecticut. Mr. Deal maintains a forge at Golden’s
Bridge in order to be handy for his customers in that locality.”

Writing for the 1987 issue of North Castle History, Hon. James D.
Hopkins reported that Armonk was seized by a fever for wrestling in the
1920s and that it was due to “...Ed Deal, a blacksmith who had his shop
on Route 22 (now Old Route 22), just east of where the Armonk Lumber
Company” is today. Mr. Hopkins continued:

' The Greek Olympic Games of 708 B.C. included a violent form of wrestling.
Not until 1888 was the fisst national wrestling tournament held in America in
New York City. During the 1800s public interest was sparked by circuses and
carnivals that sponsored wrestling matches pitting locals against the star of the
show, [www athleticscholarships net/history-of-wrestling him]

? In 1987 the Armonk Lumber Company, operated by Ken and Sue French,
cccupied the last property on the left at the end of Bedford Road, Bedford Road
(Old Route 22) was bisected when Interstate 684 was built.
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