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Dear Members and Friends, 

On behalf of the Board oETrustees of The North Castle Historical Society I 
would first like to thank all of you for your continued stippo~t and 
participation this past year. 

Our major programs continued to grow in size and quality due to the 
dedication of our volunteers. These programs included our Colonial Crafts 
Days for 4'' graders, 29Ih annual Armonk Antiques Show, 35"'Annual 
Meeting, and our President's Holiday reception. We also hosted a very 
special and well-attended event in June honoring Judge Peter K. Leisure, 
whose family farm was the original site of our 1798 Quaker Meeting House. 

We also acknowledge and give special thanks to our Docents, who guide our 
visitors through Historic Smith's Tavern and our other buildings. If you have 
not had the opportunity to visit our klistoric Smith's Tavern Complex 
recently, please stop by with your family and friends and be treated to a 
guided tour by one of our lcnowledgeable docents. 

I would be remiss if I did not mention all of the efforts of our Board, Society 
members and other concerned citizens who spent considerable time in the 
struggle to preserve tile Bedford Road Historic District from incursions of 
the Armonk Square development project. Our beautiful 19ID century 
streetscape, the only National Register Historic District in North Castle, is 
now slated to have a two-lane road through it to provide egress to parking, 
shopping and housing. We were able to get the proposal modified to 
eliminate adjacent parking spaces and preserve a large tree. However, the 
whole experience is a stark reminder that our historical heritage can only be 
preserved by proactive efforts by groups such as ours to closely monitor 
development activities in our town. 



THE MIDDLE PATENT RURAL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

FOUNDED 1743 INCORPORATED 1907 
Celebrating 100 Years of Incorporation 

by Doris Finch Watson, North Castle Town Historian 

A beautiful September day,' filled with radiant sunshine and fleecy clouds, 
graced the special gathering on the south field of the Cemetery. Some 
eighty people, plot owners, friends, neighbors and Directors,' gathered to 
celebrate and honor those who worked 100 years ago to incorporate and 
save the ancient Cemetery which had fallen into a sorrowful state of 
neglect. 

Now, 100 years later, it is hard to realize the obstacles those caring people 
faced, and later in the story we will talk about and explain them. But, for 
now, let us reflect on the glorious celebration. 

THE CELEBRATION AFTERNOON 

A brief business meeting took place at two o'clock when Cemetery 
President John Stuart Brown called the meeting to order. Secretary- 
Treasurer Doris Finch Watson presented an annual report. The election of 
directors and committee reports followed. President Brown then invited 
guests to enjoy the Celebration Program. 

THE CELEBRATION PROGRAM 

After an invocation prayer offered by The Rev. Hany Abemathy, St. 
Stephen's Episcopal Church, the Armonk Scouts led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Mrs. Constance Quarrie led the singing of "America the 
Beautiful" and "God Bless America". The author presented a short 
history of the Cemetery, followed by a prayer of re-dedication offered by 
Rabbi Douglas E. Krantz, Congregation B'Nai Yisrael, Annonk. Director 
Marjorie L. Erf presented an award honoring past President Stuart E. 
Benedict. Director Meg Curry Gregg invited all present to tour the special 
features in the Cemetery and to remember those forebears honored. 

' September 16, 2007. 
? Dtrc;tors i i r  2007 ore J. Swan Ur,~\r n, \larjone 1. llit, 3 lsg  Curry (;re&&. Jcfirey b ; k ,  
Linda NarJtrnc. kl,,wml f'ln~I:hech, \VtIIl:t!n Ri;liardsun J I ,  Uit\\'n Scht~pp,  I.t,:t Y SCIZ, 
Job1 H 'Ira)., Ill. 1)drir I:inci~ Watson, and \\'allcr kinch \Vatidn. 
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To commemorate 264 years of the Cemetery and to mark the 
Anniversary of the Incorporation, the Cemetery Board of Directors 
requested Doris Finch Watson to author a history book,3 which was 
distributed at the program. Some of the highlights of the history follow. 

A HISTORY 

It was the intention of the author to preserve the story of the hallowed 
lands of The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery. Its long history of more than 
two and a half centuries explains the involvement and the efforts of many 
dedicated people whose concerns and caring decisions have preserved and 
protected this beloved, peaceful country cemetery. 

THE BEGINNING 

The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery, nestled in the eastern district of the 
Town of North Castle, is in the hamlet oEBanksville and has its entrance 
on Middle Patent Road. The name came into use because the area is the 
middle of the three patents granted on Febnlary 17, 1701 by England's 
King William 111. 

The Cemetery was once the farmland of Samuel Banks, one of the earliest 
settlers, arriving c.1695, and when he died his family carried him 

1930 Photograph by William E. Finch, L., Collection of Doris Finci, Watson 

THE OLDEST STONE IN THE CEMETERY 
Samuel Banks, January 29,1743 

' The Middle Patent Rural Cemeterv Association. A E k l a y  by Doris Finch Watson, 2007 
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to the top of "the old hill" on his fann where his cattle grazed. He died 
on January 29, 1743, the date still visible on his field stone marlcer as 
shown in the copy of an old photograph taken in the 1930s. His large 
family owned land almost to the Bedford line, and the hamlet of 
Banksville bears his name. 

Samuel Banks' children and grandchildren married into neighboring 
families including Finch, Sutherland and Hobby. They, too, are buried on 
"the old hill" of the Banks family farm, but in places set a little apart from 
Samuel's grave. Three generations of Samuel Banks' descendants 
currently live in Banksville." 

By the 1780s "the old hill" must have been recognized as the community 
burial ground. The old stones reveal that members of the Smith, Plan, 
Reynolds, Lounsberry, Bussing, Peck and Ferris families were buried 
there, but always a little apart from the Banks and other earliest families. 
There are sixteen Revolutionary War soldiers buried in that hallowed 
ground. 

THE 1800s 

In an effort to find early deeds, Richard N. Lander and the author, both 
board members, researched in the Land Records office. The earliest 
written records (other than in family Bibles) are two deeds from the 
supposed successors in title to Samuel Banks as follows: 

David Hobby and Anna his wife to the people of Middle 
Patent in the Town of North Castle, and Samuel Ferris and 
Sarah his wife to the same. 

Both deeds are dated April 23,1828 and recorded on May 12,1828. They 
grant burial rights to the local citizenry in lands adjoining the original 
burial ground. 

By the 1840s there was little burial space left at the top of "the old hill", 
and owners of adjoining f m s  began selling portions of their property to 
enlarge the Cemetery. This area is now called the Victorian section, and 
the drives are now Finch Drive and Close Drive. By the 1880s the 
Victorian section was developed into plots. While some families tried to 

'Doris Finch Watson, her son Walter Finch Watson, and his three children, Tucker, Kiley 
and Casey. 
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maintain their plots, other plots were left wild and overgrown. Cows 
grazed among gravestones, fences were broken and headstones were 
tipped or had fallen down among the weeds and brush. The Cemetery was 
unkempt and forlorn. 

THE NEW CENTURY 

By 1900 some of the leading citizens of Banksville were very concerned 
about the condition of the Cemetery, and it was getting worse. Dr. Ralph 
B. Griswold, the local physician, and Mr. William S. Finch, the author's 
grandfather and proprietor of Finch's Country Store, met with the minister 
of the Middle Patent Methodist Church, the Reverend Harry Cornford, to 
talk about calling a meeting of local residents and church members to 
discuss the deplorable condition of the Cemetery. 

Collection of Doris Finch Watson 

DR. RALPH B. GMSWOLD WILLIAM S. FINCH 
(1835-1917) (1852-1934) 

One of the church members, 
Shadrach R. Close, became very 
interested, walked over to 
inspect the Cemetery and 
offered his help to Dr. Griswold 
and Mr. Finch. He began talking 
to other plot owners and writing 
letters to those who lived at a 
distance. 

Collection of the Cemetery 

SHADRACH R. CLOSE 
(1847-1936) 



The Rev. Cornford agreed that a meeting could be held in the Church 
after services on November 5, 1905, and 33 people attended. 

Shadrach R. Close was elected chairman, and he explained the necessity 
of forming an association for the preservation and improvement of the 
Cemetery. Discussions followed, and three people, Mr. Close, Mrs. 
Emma Tyler Ungrich and Mrs. Minnie D. Caldwell, were appointed to 
look into the matter of incorporating an association. 

The committee sent out 130 letters to plot owners and to those who might 
want to become owners. They were each asked to subscribe fifty cents to 
help with the cost of incorporating, which would entitle the subscriber to 
membership in the association. The committee received a total of $28.50, 
and G. Truman Capron, a White Plains attorney, was retained to 
incorporate the association. 

Ezekiel Reynolds, William S. Finch and Stephen B. Derby were elected 
Directors until the first annual meeting. Supreme Court Justice Isaac N. 
Mills signed an order approving the incorporation on January 28, 1907. 
The certificate of incorporation was filed in Albany, New York, on April 
13, 1907. Thus, The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery Association was born, 
ready to bring new life to the old Cemetery. 

The first Board meeting was held 
at the Banksville home of Dr. 
Ralph B. Griswold. Shadrach R. 
Close was elected president and 
Emma Tyler Ungrich was elected 
secretary-treasurer. 

Collection of Doris Finch Watson 
DR. RALPH B. GRISWOLD HOME5 

NEW LAND 

By 1908 new land was needed, and at a Directors' meeting that year Mrs. 
Ungrich and Mrs. Caldwell were appointed to contact Charles G. Banks 
of New Rochelle to discuss the purchase of his land in order order to 
straighten the Cemetery property line. 

'T i~e  house stood across the skeet from Finch's Country Store in Banksville. The photograph 
above was taken circa 1898. Refer to the 1991 issue of North Castle Histoq. 
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The secretary was asked to send appeals to 
raise $1,000 to pay for land purchase, new 
fences, new gates and a driveway. An 
answer came from Mr. Banks in the form of 
a letter: 

Collection of the Cemetery 
CHARLES 6. BANKS 

(1846-1934) 

August 14, 1908 

DI: R. E. Griswold 
Bankcsville, New Yorlc 

Dear Sir, 

EnclosedJind deed of about thme and one-half acres of 
land that I cheerfully donate to the Middle Patent Rural Cemetery 
Association. The grounds donatedjoin the old Cemetery on the east. 

I have but one request, viz, "That no one be denied a 
resting pluce within said grounds on account of nationality, creed, or 
previous condition." 

When these gizozmds have been plotted I shall want to 
pzlrclzase a lot therein. Kindlypresent this deed to the Association with 
my best wishes. 

Very truly yours, 
Clturles G. Banks 

Another letter was received from John H. Troy, a landscaper and 
nurseryman who owned Banksville property. He agreed to improve and 
landscape a portion of the Cemetery property without cost to the 
Association. Both letters were read at the board meeting, and both gifts 
were accepted with great thanks. 

Other gifts of land were received over the next eight years, and by 1918 
the lines of the Cemetery had been straightened. 

TNE 1930s 

Shadrach R. Close continued as President for 28 years, and at the Annual 
Meeting in 1935 he asked to be replaced due to advanced age and failing 
health. The Board made fitting tributes to thanlc him for his leadership in 
the early founding of the Association, his efforts to acquire more land, his 
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years of devoted service and his work in establishing the Perpetual Care 
Fund. The center drive in the Victorian section is named Close Drive in 
his honor. 

At the same Annual Meeting, David B. Reynolds, age 87, asked to be 
replaced as he could no longer carry on a s  grounds chairman. He 

. .. announced that, as his final undertaking, he 
would install the 850-foot long main drive. 
The cost was estimated at $1,000, which Mr. 
Reynolds, his son, Harry L. Reynolds, and 
his son-in-law, W. Merton Rice, would 
contribute. Thus, the entrance drive is 
named Reynolds Drive in his honor, a 
tribute to the work and dedication of a man 

Collection of the Cemeteiy who gave twenty years to make The Middle 
DAVID B. REYNOLDS Patent Rural Cemetery a special place. 

(1850-1938) 

Fortunately, Mr. Reynolds' two sons, David G. and Harry L., Mr. Close's 
son, Lucius A. Close, Horace G. Arnold and Mr. Finch's grandson, 
William E. Finch, Jr., stepped into roles of leadership. Mr. Finch served 
as President for twenty-four years. 

THE WORLD WAR 11 PERIOD 

During the war years only burials and necessary work took place due to 
gasoline rationing and blackout times. By 1947 regular board meetings 
resumed, and high on the priority list was the need for a small building 
where the main floor could serve as an office and the basement could hold 
supplies and equipment. The building was completed that year. 

2007 Photograph by Stephen Tomback 
CEMETERY OFFICE AND BASEMENT STORAGE 
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Next, the Board voted to install a drilled well with a hand pump. A small 
document in the Cemetery files reads: "This Artesian Well is dedicated 
as a living memorial by members of The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery 
Association who made its erection possible." The little document is dated 
May 10, 1948 and shows the well has a depth of 150 feet and that the 
water tested 100% pure. 

THE 50Tfl ANNIVERSARY 

The 50"' Anniversary Program was held on Sunday, September 22, 1957 
in honor of those who had contributed so much time, effort, monetary 
gifts, land and leadership. The event was held in the Middle Patent 
Church, the place where the first meeting about the Cemetery was held. 
The business meeting was conducted by President Finch beginning at 2:00 
p.m., followed by a Memorial Service at 3:00 p.m., and at 4:00 p.m. there 
was the dedication and unveiling of the Elroy Smith Memorial. The 
program concluded with a prayer of dedication, closing remarks by 
President Finch and refreshments. 

THE BUSY 1960s AND 1970s 

In 1960 Doris Finch Watson, the author, was elected to the Board of 
Directors, and by 1962 was elected Assistant Secretary-Treasurer. She set 
about securing Internal Revenue tax-exempt status (501-c-13), which was 
granted to The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery on August 3, 1965. 

The early 1960 minutes of the Board reflect the desire to obtain land out 
to Bedford-Banksville Road, including the Mianus stream as it flows 
northward. R. Eugene Curry, the President, took an active role in this 
effort. He and Mrs. Curry, at their own expense, purchased the property 
and held it until the Board established a .fund drive. 

Approval for the Cemetery to increase its size had to be secured from two 
sources: the New York State Cemetery Board and the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York, where the required application was filed on 
December 3 I ,  1965. Approval was received, and the Cemetery purchased 
the land from the Cuny fanily in 1966. 

The 60Ih Anniversary Program on September 10, 1967 included a "land 
acquisition" report and an appeal for funds to develop a lake. The appeal 
was successful, and plans for the lake and a memorial continued. Plans 



did not include an island. Mrs. Watson, the author, convinced the Board 
that an island would add character and aesthetic beauty; the island is 
called "Dorrie's Island". 

During 1973 the dream of a lake became a reality. An invitation to "A 
Program of Dedication of the Memorial Plaque, Lake and Island" for 
September 16, 1973 was sent to all plot owners, contributors and 
neighbors. A gala celebration and unveiling of the memorial plaque 
ensued. 

RichardN. Lander, who had been elected Secretary-Treasurer in 1953 and 
served that post for 17 years, announced at the September 1970 Annual 
Meeting that he would retire. He was honored and thanked for his on- 
going dedication and devotion and was then elected Vice President. Dick 
later served as President from 1976 until 1991. At that same meeting, 
Doris Finch Watson was elected Secretary-Treasurer, and R. Eugene 
Curry continued as President. 

THE 1980s AND 1990s 

In the 1980s the Board of Directors began discussions about building a 
columbarium to fill a special need. A committee of R. Eugene Curry, 
Charles Elson and Dorrie Watson went to work researching other 
columbariums, mapping out a location and securing building quotes. By 
September 1987 the Columharinm was completed. It overlooks the quiet 
beauty of Finch Drive. 

In the late 1980s there was a need for more burial space. Work on the 
south field was completed by 1990, and plots were being sold in the area 
called Curry Drive. The project of developing that area into burial ground 
with roadway, trees, lawns, and sections of one, two, three and four grave 
plots cost nearly $150,000. 

2000 AND ONWARD 

In the early years of 2000 the Board undertook a landscaping design for 
the Cuny Drive section. Trees were planted, a large boulder was placed 
near the old well at the exit from Curry Drive, and evergreen plantings 
were added in various areas. At Finch Drive, the Columbarium was 
extended with an eastern section, and new grass and plants were added 
near the wire fence on the south wall of that section. 



The Cemetery Board of Directors has continued a long-standing tradition 
of holding work sessions to clean old gravestones. They come with 
equipment, work gloves and cleaning tools, and their work continues to 

entrusted to our care. Now, and Collection of Jeffimy Krack 

for the future, we must preserve DIRECTORS AT WORK 
and cherish them. JUNE 2007 

SPECIAL FEATURFS IN THE CEMETERY 

There are several monuments erected and roads named to pay tribute to 
special people: 

The Roadways and Island. Various drives in the Cemetery honor 
special people or families. Banks Drive, the original old drive 
winding up to "the old hill" is named for Samuel Banks, the first 
burial. Revnolds Drive hears the name of the marl who donated it. 
Finch Driyg honors the early Finch family who worked to save the 
Cemetery. Close Drive recalls the dedication of Shadrach Close. 
Smith Drive honors Elroy Smith for his generosity. Lander Drive 
pays tribute to Richard N. Lander who served as Secretary- 
Treasurer, Vice President and President. C ~ ~ r r v  Drive honors R. 
Eugene Curry for his dedication, for holding the lake property until 
the funds could be raised to purchase it from him, and for his work 
as President of the Board. The island in the lake is called Donie's 
I&&, honoring Doris Finch Watson for her on-going work and 
dedication to the Cemetery since 1960. 

The Elroy Smith Monument. Mr. Smith was born in North 
Castle, attended local schools, worked his large farm and served on 
the Cemetery Board. He died on Christmas Day, 193 1, and in his 
Will he directed that an endowment be created to help the Cemetery 
where he and family members are buried. 








































