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The X r t h  Castle Fsicrical Society 
Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Members and Friends of The North Castle Historical Society, 

The wishful thinking of my predecessor's last message has become 
a reality! Smith's Tavern will become the new home of The North Castle 
Historical Society. 

The response to the Smith's Tavern Fund Drive has been gratifying. 
The IBM Corporation gift of $85,000 is assured, as we have attained the 
$12,500 required to complete the purchase price of $97,500. However, 
the goal of  $30,000 set by the trustees, $17,500 of which is to be set aside 
for improvements and maintenance, has not been reached. Only one-third 
of the Society membership has sent in gifts or pledges to date. Hopefully, 
the full membership will support this project; your contribution, large or 
small, will be welcome. 

Probably by the time these lines reach the reader the title to Smith's 
Tavern will have been closed and our Society will be in possession of one of 
the great historic structures of our community. In its long history Smith's 
Tavern has been many things: a home, a hotel, a Sunday School, post office 
and town meeting place. Now it enters a new era as "The House of Living 
History," a local historical center, complete with museum, library, rotating 
exhibits and meetings, all emphasizing our local heritage. 

As the President of the Society I take this opportunity to sincerely 
thank International Business Machines and all other community corporations, 
organizations, and the many friends and neighbors who have made this 
dream a reality. 

Sincerely, 

Ric / ard N. Lander 



SMITH'S TAVERN REVISITED 

by Richard N. Lander 

Foreword 
In the Spring of 1943 1 prepared an article for the Westchester County 

Historical Society entitled "The Old Smith Tavern." It was my first literary 
effort for them and I was very proud of it. What I have learned about this 
historic structure and its inhabitants in the thirty years since the article was 
published has been considerably influenced by the passage of time and 
sporadic research. 

The original article was written because of a pen friendship with the 
late Herman E. Buckley of  Oak Park, Illinois, who was married to a great 
granddaughter of Captain John Smith and who first wrote me seeking 
geneologicai information about Captain John's forebears. This pen friendship 
led me to a delightful personal friendship with the late Elizabeth Granger 
Tripp (Mrs. William B.) of Mt. Kisco who was also a great granddaughter 
of Captain John. Her magnificent memory and desire to engage in lengthy 
conversation about long forgotten people and places in early North Castle 
fascinated me, and 1 was a frequent visitor at her home. 

Always interested in the Smiths and lheir tavern, I could not envision 
that one day the local historicai society would purchase the house as its 
headquarters, and so this article will encompass the 1943 article and a great 
deal of information we have since discovered. 

I have called this new article "Smith's Tavern Revisited" which is the 
same title the Fund Raising Committee has chosen for their various pub- 
licity releases in the local newspapers. For me, the thriil of IBM's great 
gift and the purchase of the tavern and writing this article has truly been 
"Smith's Tavern Revisited." 

The Revolutionary Period 
The first record we have of Smith's Tavern or a predecessor structure 

are found in the McDonald Papers. These papers are a now famous collection 
of  Revolutionary War recollections gathered by attorney John McLean 
~ a c d o n a l d '  (1790-1863) who, over a period of years (1844-185i), inter- 
viewed hundreds of local Westchester ancients about the great war which 
took place in the days of their youth, and took down in writing their living 
testimony. Macdonald interviewed the aged citizens of North Castle and the 
property we call "Smith's Tavern" is repeatedly mentioned in the interviews: 
Abigail Tripp (widow of Benjamin Tripp who lived up the Post Road) of 
North Castle testified- 
" I n  the RevoLutionury War ~eniamin ~opkins '  owned the house 
where Smith's Tavern now is. He took care of the poor that came 
out of New York in 1776." 
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Josiah Quinby- 
"...They dispersed the American guard near Smith's, or rather 
Benjamin Hopkins' who then owned Smith's place, which was 
burnt during the Revolutionary War." 
Jotham Carpenter (who lived about two miles up the Post Road at the 39th 
mile stone). 
"When the British burnt Bedford the following houses were burnt 
b y  them on the White Plains road as they retired vizt. Israel L y o n i ,  
John Ferris: Peter Lyon's ( two houses), Andrew Sniffenen's, 
Benjamin Hopkins' (where Smith's Tavern is), Francis Nash's 
near Byrarn Rive;" 
Silas Suthtrland of Middle Patent (a sergeant in the Westchester County 
Militia). 
"When Bedford wa$ burnt they  fired on  their retreat the following 
houses: Israel Lyon, John Ferris, Peter Lyon's, Madam Griffen 
[Andrew ~nif fen'sl \and a house occupied b y  lchabod Ogden 
where the militia ihad] headquarters afterwards owned and 
occupied as a tavern b y  John Smith." 
James Hopkins (of Round Hill, formerly of North Castle, who most of his 
life lived within a quarter of a mile to the east of the tavern). 
"Sam Smith's (house) was owned b y  m y  uncle, Benjamin Hopkins, 
who had removed to Fishkill early in  the Revolutionary War. When. 
it was burnt the house was occupied b y  Ichabod Ogden. " 
He also testified in another interview regarding the retreat from the burning 
of Bedford- 
"The Refugees fired the following houses on  their retreat viz 
Peter Lyon's two houses, Israel Lyon's, Andrew Sniffen's, house 
and barn, m y  father's (which was put out), m y  uncle Benjamin 
Hopkins: .. "etc. 
And also speaking of another occurence: 
"Bouton's men were scattered along the road weary with the 
march and the main part with Bouton b y  the Widow Dayton's 
and the rest near Smith's Tavern where Benjamin Hopkins'house 
had stood." 

Several things stand out among this testimony. First, that probably 
the original structure on this site was built and owned by Benjamin 
Hopkins, who, early in the war moved to Fishkill, probably to get behind 
the American lines and out of the Neutral   round,^ as he was a Quaker 
and probably a non-combatant.. Note, he took in the poor and homeless 
from New York. That by the summer of 1779 when the British burned 
Bedford, the house was in the possession of Ichabod Ogden where the 
militia had headquarters. From the language of the testimony he was un- 
doubtedly a tenant. 

Secondly comes the question: Is Smith's Tavern Benjamin Hopkins' 
house or is the house a later product, built by another, or is the present 

4 



east wing of the house all or part of Hopkins' original structure? The words 
of the witnesses are confusing: 

Abigail Tripp says "...where Smith's Tavern now is ..." which could be 
interpreted to mean that the original Hopkins house was gone. But Jotham 
Carpenter says, "...Benjamin Hopkins' (where Smith's Tavern is) ..." indicating 
the same house? Silas Sutherland also leads one to believe it is the same 
structure by saying, " ... a house occupied by lchabod Ogden where the 
militia [had] headquarters afterwards owned and occupied as a tavern by 
John Smith." Naturally, those of us interested in the house are impressed 
with what Silas Sutherland says and shattered by Josiah Quinby who 
testifies, "...Benjamin Hopkins' who then owned Smith's place, which was 
burnt during the Revolutionary War." We know that the Thomas Hopkins 
house (brother of Benjamin), directly across the Post Road, later the David 
Brundage house, was also burned during the British retreat but that it was 
saved, presumably by the efforts o f the  militia, and James Hopkins says this 
in his testimony. Probably all or part of Benjamin's house was also saved. 
Some day another printed source or group of architectural historians may be 
able to tell us, b u t  more likely we shall never really know. Nevertheless, 
the fact remains that the building dates back to the 18th Century and its 
historical value is unquestionable. 

1779-1797 
There now comes a gap-in our record which I have tried inconclusively 

to piece together. 
There is a possibility that the house was a tavern as early as 1779, when 

the militia had headquarters there. A great many meetings of the Revolutionary 
era met in an inn or tavern where strong drink was served, and our local 
militia was probably no exception to this rule. 

Harrison palmer4 was first elected Town Clerk of the town in April 
1791 and the next town meeting on April 3, 1792 was held at his house 
and promptly adjourned to what was evidently a more commodious place 
"...the house of Benjamin Tripp." This meeting closes with a recital, "...voted 
by the voice of the People that the Town meeting for the year 1793 shall be 
held at the house of Benjamin Tripp." in the town minutes for April 2, 
1793 it was "...voted by the voice of the People that the Excise [tavern 
license] purchased by Benjamin Tripp may be transferred to Harrison 
Palmer provided he moves into the house where Benjamin Tripp now i i v e ~ . " ~  

My theory is that Benjamin Tripp lived in the house we now know 
as Smith's Tavern; that Harrison Palmer desired an excise, and that the town 
fathers were used to doing two things: holding the town meetings at the 
Town Clerk's house and also having liquid refreshment -- and so, tb 
accommodate both desires, this vote. 

Harrison Palmer, who was last elected Town Clerk on April 4, 1797, 
evidently did move into the house in accordance with the stipulation,of the 
town fathers, for the first recorded land record having to do with the tavern 
property appears a month later. A deed dated May 1, 1797 from Harrison 
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Palmer and Phebe, his wife of North Castle, t o  John Smith of North Castle, 
conveys the property for 1040 pounds. The earliest description of the 
prernises is worthy of being included here: "...on the west by the road that 
leads from David Dayton's to Thomas Sands' Mills, and the lands of 
Timothy Carpenter, on the north by land of Daniel Tripp, on the east by 
lands of Anthony Tripp, on the south by the road that leads from Bedford 
to the White Plains to the aforementioned bounds containing 60 acres, more 
or less." 

OWNERS AND OCCUPANTS O F  SMITH'S TAVERN 

Prior to 1779 Benjamin Hopkins, owner -probably farmed. 
1779 . 17 ? Ichabod Ogden, tenant of Benjamin Hopkinr -probably 

farmed, militia headquarters, possibie tavern. 
17 ? - I7 ? Benjamin Tripp may have bought from Benjamin Hopkins - 

possibly tavern, probably farmed. 
179? .  1797 Harrison Palmer, owner (Town Clerk) - town meetings, 

pos~ibly tavern, probably farmed. 
1797 - 1841 John Smith, owner (Town Clerk) - farm. tavern, store, town 

meetings, post office, stagecoach stop. 
1841 - 1884 Samuel P. Smith, owner (Town Cierk) -farm. tavern. store, 

town meetings, post office, stagecoach stop. 
1884 - 1885 Odle Close Knapp, owner - farm 
I885 - 1908 1) Kate A. Knapp, 2) Augustus A. Knapp, 3) Lillian M. 

Knapp, owners - farm. 
1908 .  1917 George W. Smith, owner - farm. 
1 9 1 7 .  1918 Fay P. Stanton, owner - tavern. 
1918 - 1937 John W. Sterling, owner ("on-resident) - tenants  in the house. 
1937 - 1939 Yale University, owner ("on-residents) 
1939 - 1945 Franklin B. Brown, owner - home. 
1945 - 1974 Marghretta Datlowe, owner - home. 
1974 - 1977 The Hillside Church, owner - Ass't Pastor's residence, Sunday 

School. 
The North Castle Historical Society -headquarters. 

The Era Of The Smiths 
The new owner of the house whose name has since been associated 

with it was Captain John Smith, a native of the Town of Harrison trans- 
planted to North Castle, who was born January 28, 1757, the son of John 
and Margaret (Haviland) Smith. He married Sarah Purdy, daughter of Roger 
and Elizabeth (Fowler) Purdy, born February 22, 1762. John and Sarah 
moved into the house with their two oldest children, William Henry, born 
July 22,1793, and John Haviland, born May 1,1796. 

After buying the property John Smith sold the upper twenty acres 
along the Post Road to a neighbor, Doctor David Dayton, probably to raise 
capital, and rnorigaged the tavetn and the westerly forty acres for 200 
pounds to his uncle John Haviland of ~ a r r i s o n ~  

Almost as if the job of being the Town Clerk went with the property, 
on April 3, 1798, "John Smith Capt." was elected Town Clerk. 
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After their arrival on the tavern property three more children were 
born: Samuel Purdy, March 9, 1798, George Washington, July 7 ,  1800 and 
Elizabeth Maria, born January 18, 1802. 

John Smith was an ex-captain in the Continental Army. There is a 
tradition that he was taken prisoner by the British and confined in the old 
"Sugar House" in New York where he made clothes for the British officers. 
A memorandum from another source states he was taken prisoner during 
the war and held on board the notorious prison ship "Jersey" where the 
prisoners were "fed ground glass" but that he received some relief from 
these horrors because he was a tailor and made clothes for the officers. 

There must be considerable truth in these family traditions as we 
fmd in the McDonald Papers the following testimony from James Hopkins: 
"...Smith was confined at first in the Sugar House, and afterwards went at 
large. He was a tailor and worked at his trade making clothes for the officers 
for which he was paid. Once he was kept at Staten Island. This was a hard 
winter. Lieutenant (Colonel) Rawdon's regiment was there on Staten Island 
and all Irish. While Smith was there the Americans attacked the island, draw- 
ing cannon over the ice ... This information I got from John Smith himself." 

It is interesting to note that when I wrote my first article the shears 
which Captain John supposedly used in his captivity were in the possession of 
Mrs. Buckley, his great granddaughter. 

Under the proprietorship of Captain John the inn and tavern became 
a flourishing place. Almost everything of local consequence happened there: 
the town meetings, the three day general elections, the infrequent meetings 
of the town justices, political rallys and perhaps even some sessions of  the 
Justice Court. In 1809, when the U.S. Post Office Department officially 
established the post office "North ~ a s t l e , " ~  it was there, and Captain John 
Smith became the fust Postmaster. Captain John also opened a general 
store on the property (not in the tavern but in an adjacent building which 
in later years was turned into a carriage house). After his son, Samuel, grew 
to manhood Captain John took him into the store business as his partner. 

With all these other activities, the principal business of the Smiths, 
that of keeping a taproom for the locals and overnight accommodations for 
travelers on the Danbury Post Road, was not neglected. The inn, located at 
the 37th mile stone from New York, was the stopping place for stagecoaches 
and was early North Castle's connection with New York City and New 
England. Mrs. Tripp recounted that Hachaliah Bailey stopped many times 
on his way north to Somers with his famous elephant, "Old Bet," and that 
Bet was accommodated in the center section of John Smith's largest barn. 

No better place could have been chosen for an inn as on the property 
there bubbled from the earth an everlasting spring of crystal clear cold water 
which has never been known to go dry. This spring was piped into the tavern 
kitchen and out again into a mammoth horse trough which stood in the inn 
yard. Thus, Smith's Tavern can claim the distinction of being the first house 
in North Castle with running water! Even during the driest seasons this 
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supply of water never diminished and in dry periods friends and neighbors of 
the Smiths would water their farm stock at the ever full trough when their 
supply of water was low. 

Captain John also farmed his acreage and there were several barns and 
outbuildings, now long gone, on the property. These farming operations were 
prohably under the direction of Nathaniel Woolsey who came to live with the 
Smiths as a boy and never left. He died at the tavern, which was his only 
home, August 12, 1850, aged 63, and was buried with the family in Samuel 
P. Smith's plot in The Middle Patent Rural Cemetery. 

In April of 1830 at the annual town meeting Captain John gave up the 
office of  Town Clerk which he had held for thirty-two consecutive years and 
the meeting promptly elected his son, Samuel, his successor and the annual 
town meeting continued at Smith's house. 

On June 19, 1840, Captain John called Charles E. Hobby, Samuel's 
brother-in.law, an attorney, to draw his will. In it he left his household 
furniture, beds and bedding to his wife, Sarah, excepting his brass clock which 
he gave to his son, Samuel. He then devised the tavern and ail his real estate 
and residue on his personal estate to his son, Samuel P. who was to pay 
his mother an annuity of one hundred fifty dollars per year until her death. 
He was also to pay his sister, Elizabeth Maria, the wife of Charles Wright of 
Somers, $4,500.00. He also was to set up a trust fund of $2,000.00 for his 
brother, George, and to pay the income over for his benefit or his children 
"but not for the benefit of  his creditors." At George's death the principal 
was to go to his children. OnOctober 26 he called Hobby back again to make 
a codicil to the will in which he gave his wife, Sarah, "...the sole use and 
occupation of the two North bedrooms in my dwelling house, and also a 
small bedroom called the 'Red Bedroom' altogether with the privilege of 
passing to and from the same through any part of said dwelling house." 

Captain John died August 28, 1841, his two eldest sons, William 
Henry and John Haviland, having predeceased him February 24, 1820 and 
November 17, 1839 respectively. 

The estate papers are fascinating as they show a great deal of the 
Smith's worldly goods. William Brundage and John T.  Hopkins, two neigh- 
bors who appraised the estate, tell us what rooms were in the house, and 
buildings on the farm and better yet, what the Smith's called them. 

The followingare mentioned: "the red barn," "the old barns," "waggon 
house." In the house we find mentioned "east front room," "west front 
room," "red bedroom," "west room," "west room upstairs," "front room 
closet," "kitchen" and "back kitchen." 

The new proprietor of the premises, Samuel Purdy Smith, continued 
running the various enterprises: inn, tavern, store, post office and farm. The 
yearly town meetings continued and he served as Town Clerk 1830-1844 and 
1845.1855, However, by the eighteen fifties things began to change. The 
Harlem and New Haven railroads had made their appearance and new 
centers of  popuietion were growing at Mile Square (Armonk), Sands' Mills 
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Samuel Purdy Smith, 1798 - 1864 
Copy from original which was in the possession o f  the late Elizabeth Granger 
M p p .  Copy in the collection o f  the author. 

and Banksville. Eventually the Danhury Coach stopped running. Only the 
local stages of Hiram Finch went by the door to make connections at 
Sawpits (Port Chester) and Kensico Station (Valhalla) with the New Haven 
and Harlem. Smith's was no longer the center of North Castle. How long the 
store, inn and tavern went on we cannot tell. We know Samuel served as 
Postmaster from 1843 to 1850 when the office moved up the hill to 
Benjamin Tripp's and shortly thereafter to the new center of population, 
Sands' Mills. 
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After his retirement in 1855 as Town Clerk, the town meetings went 
over to Armonk, and Samuel, except for one brief term as Commissioner of 
Highways (1863-65), and one brief term as Justice of the Peace (1865-67), 
retired from local politics. 

With the founding of St. Stephen's Church at  Mile Square (1842), 
Samuel left the faith of his Quaker parents and was one of  the founders and 
later a vestryman of the parish. He served from 1850-1857, 1859-1862 and 
1865-1884, death closing his long services to the parish. In his later years 
Samuel continued to farm and as he grew older kept a hired man, while he 
cared for his animals and broods of chickens and turkeys. His death occurred 
at the tavern homestead on January 14, 1884. He was in his 86th year, and 
the death certificate listed the cause of his passing as "old age." 

Samuel had been married twice. By his first wife Maria Hobby: born 
September 9, 1797, died January 18, 1846, daughter of David and Anna 
(Reynolds) Hobby, he had four children: Elizabeth Maria, first wife of 
John Granger; Frances Amelia, who died at the age of two; Mary Frances, 
wife of Samuel Tryon, and Sarah Ann the second wife of John Granger. 
He married second, Sarah Shannon who also predeceased him. At his death 
only Mary Frances Tryon and Sarah Ann Granger and three grandchildren, 
children of his deceased daughter, Elizabeth M. Granger, survived. 

By his will he ordered the sale of the homestead and the proceeds 
divided among his heirs. He appointed as his Executor, his nephew, William 
H.. Wright of Somen. Shortly after, the property was sold on March 31, 
1884 for the sum of $6,500.00, and the Tryons and Grangers left. Thus, 
after nearly 87 years the great era of the Smith's came to a close. It is ap- 
propriate that Samuel, the first born in the house, should signify the end 
of that era with his passing. I have always thought that Samuel had to 
love the place on which he spent his entire life, and it is obvious, from 
scraps of evidence found through the years, that he was loved and 
respected by all of his fellow citizens. 

The Years After The Smiths 
- The Knapps - 

The farm was purchased on March 31, 1884 by Odle Close Knapp, a 
prosperous Greenwich farmer. Within a year and a half, November 4, 1885, 
Odle C. Knapp and Mary A,, his wife, in consideration of one dollar, love 
and affection, conveyed the farm to Kate A. Knapp, their daughter-in-law. 
Thus, Augustus A. Knapp and his wife, Kate, and their children Odle C. 
and Lillian came t o  live at the tavern. 

The Knapps farmed, and it was they who, sometime after the spring 
of 1898, made the extensive renovations to the house, replacing all the front 
windows, raising the roof on the east wing and extending the rear of the east 
wing to the north. This was probably done after the fobr children of the 
second Mrs. Knapp were grown up. Mrs. Kate Knapp died during May of 
1889 and her husband later remarried and continued to live and farm the 
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property until his death on June 13, 1905. On June 13, 1908, L~llian M. 
Knapp, as the only surviving child of Kate A. and Augustus Knapp, sold the 
farm to George W. Smith of Armonk (no direct descendent of John Smith). 

- The George Smiths - 
George W. Smith and his wife, Agnes, moved into the ancient house 

and farmed as had their predecessors. As the house was too large for their 
needs they at times rented rooms in the west end. While they were living 
there, their only son, George J. Smith, Armonk's present Postmaster, was 
born. In talking with Mrs. Smith, we think George was born in what Captain 
John and Sarah called the "red bedroom." 

Mr. Smith sold the upper farrhland in 1916 t o  Charles H. Mills and on 
May 16, 1917 sold the tavern and seventeen acres t o  Fay P. Stanton of New 
York City. 

- Fay P. Stanton - 
Stanton was enthralled by the past histo~y of his purchase-the inn, 

tavern, the town meetings, its whole story. His desire was to reopen the 
building as an inn and restaurant and accordingly he formed a corporation 
for that purpose. The day after his purchase from Mr. Smith, he conveyed 
the tavern t o  his corporation "Ye Olde Wayside Inn, Inc." On the same day 
the corporation gave back a $15,000.00 mortgage to Mr. Smith. We are told 
the directors of the corporation had great trouble deciding on a name for the 
inn. Someone suggested the name "Red Jacket Inn" which was adopted. 
Stanton must have started his project and hung up his sign for all the native 
population have ever since referred t o  the house as the "Red Jacket Inn." 

-John W. Sterling - 
However, this entire project met with financial disaster for by the next 

year Mr. Smith was forced to foreclose the mortgage and the premises were 
sold at public auction at the front door of the Court House in White Plains 
for $13,000.00, the highest sum bid. The bidder, Austin K. Griffin, a White 
Plains attorney, assigned his bid to Roy F. Letson of New York City, an 
agent for John W. Sterling. On May 6, 1918 Mr. Letson took title and on 
May 9,1918 conveyed to Mr. Sterling. 

We now turn our attention to the years of absentee ownership by John 
W. Sterling, a millionaire attorney and one of the great figures of the legal 
and financial circles of New York City. Unlike the other owners, he did not 
live in the house, but his story is so interesting it is worthy of brief inclusion 
here. 

John W. Sterling came from generations of sturdy New England fore- 
bears. He was evidently from youth precocious,and something of a loner. At 
sixteen he entered Yale University and graduated with highest honors (class 
of 1864). He graduated from Columbia Law School (Class of 1867) again 
with highest honors and was the class valedictorian. He was admitted to the 
New York Bar on May 17, 1867. In November of 1873 he formed a partner- 
ship with Thomas G. Shearman which to this day continues as one of the 
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