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The x r t h  Castle ~ s t o ~ /  aoczery 
Bedford Road. Armonk, New York 10504 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Members atid Friends, 
This has been a great year for our Society. On March 30, 1977 we took 

title to historic Smith's Tavern, and since that date many wonderfiil things 
have happened at our new headquarters. 

On June 18, 1977 the Tavern was officially dedicated with magnificent 
public ceremonies. Speakers for the day included Town Supervisor, Hon. 
John A .  Lombardi; County Executive, Hon. Alfred DelBelio: and Hon. J a m s  
D. Hopkins, Associate Justice of the Appeliate Division of the Supreme Court 
of the State uf New York who gave the dedicatory address. William Durr, 
Vice Commander of North Castlc A~~lerican Legion Post 1097 presented a 
beautiful flag pole and flag for the Tavern grounds. The highlight o f  the 
ceremony came when a bronze plaque cornineir~orating the gifts of  the I.B.M. 
Corporation and the community was u~~veiled by Mrs. George W. Smith who 
Lived in the Taver~i 1908-1917 and Granger Tripp, great, great, great grand- 
son of Captain John Smith. A champagne reception followed the dedication 
at which more than 200 guests were present. 

Since that day the Tavern has hummed with activity. Painting, repairs, 
yard activity, the setting up of exhibits and Library have been accomplished 
by a large group OF dedicated volunteers. 

The annual meeting was held at the Tavern on April 6, 1977 at which 
a large overflow crowd attended. Since that date, the Trustees have held their 
meetings there and this fall our first real public exhibits were unveiled: the 
Tliorne Collection of early tools and household utensils and an exhibit of 
19th Century women's and children's clothing. 

To date, members, friends, corporations, organizations, and founda. 
tions have given $1 16,053.49 to acquire and preserve the Tavern: $85,000 
froiu I.B.M. and $31,053.49 from our other friends. On October 8 ,  1977 the 
Society held its first house tour For the benefit of the Tavern. $1,000 was 
raised from this evelit. The Chairman of  this very success'ful tour was Jane 
Fehrs. 

To name everybody who has helped in this year's endeavors would fill 
several pages, but I cannot close without a special word of appreciation to 
Doris Finch Watson and Ruth F r n k ,  Co-Chairmen of the Smith's Tavern 
Fund Drive, who have given hundreds of hours towards this year's activities. 
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As I close my term as President, I wish to thank ail of you who have 
contributed in any way to the success of the Society during the two years I 
have been privileged to serve. As someone remarked early last year, "No 
organization has come so far and done so much in so short a time as our 
historical society." Our collective efforts to preserve our local heritage have 
been truly blessed. - Sincerely, 

Richard N. Lander 

I 
FUTURE 

Over three hundred students and adults viewed our fail displays, and 
the Tavern will have hostesses ready for spring tours. 

We will have to proceed slowly, but next year we hope to have funds 

i 
to  begin some of  our major goals: renovation of the electrical and heating 
systems; restoration of the original kitchen to the 1790 period when Capt. 
John Smith was innkeeper: development of a parking area: iriiprovement of 
our local historical research library: restoration of the original taproom: 
relocation of the old Brundage Blacksrnlth Shop, and finally resroration 
of period rooms in the Tavern. 

These projects for the future are mammoth undertakings, but with 
your enthusiasm, effort, and support, Smith's Tavern will be an educational 
center in which we can take pride, knowing that future generatioas will have 
an opportunity to know life as it was lived in early North Castle. 

Doris Finch Watson 
I st Vice President 



FI)l'IOK'S N O I I :  

Apprurlmatcl) 500 f~'l.1 ?uutll. 
east o l  rile rite o i  Sands' \ltllr. 
on ll,c url@nsl road tl,nl ru,!, 
thruugl, tltr. Lrl,ure Estate md 
pardlrlr Cur A\enue I" Arnlonl. 
st3nclr an inr icnt  h o d e n  5truc- 
lure Illat uas fur 74 y e u r  3 

rnecttng plsec lor the Kel8gaour 
Sucwty of l'rlends (Quakcrrlin 
\ortl, C 3 s t l ~ .  A ~ V Y ?  the duor. 
plmnl) catserl for all t o  ,e?. Ir 

t l ~ c  date " 4 u r  1776." Ilu\trver. " -  

while researching for tliis article l s e  author uncovered a conflict regarding that date 
and solved the mystery of  the Frionds Meeting House in North Castle. 

The  ahove 1978 picture of old Cox Ave. looking North, shows the Friends Meeting 
House on the riglrt past driveway. Tile home (circa 1760's) of  Mr. and Mrs. George S. 
Leisure is stiaigl~f ahead on thc road, to the left o f  the picture. 

THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE AT NORTH CASTLE 

by Richard N. Lander 

In tlie mid.1600'~ tlie Quaker5 bcgan to settle on Long Island, and from 
such places as Musketa Cove (Glen Cove), Oyster Bay, Locust Valley, and 
Flushing, caiile across the Sound to Westchester County. Meetings were 
established at the borough of West Chester (now Bronx County) in 1685186, 
and Mamaroneck prior to 1704. The first inove into present day Westchester 
County caiiie in 1679 when John Harrison purchased the lands north of Rye 
to the Rye Ponds on the southern borders of the West patenti of  North 
~ a s t l e . ~  The new settlers who came to Harrison's Purchase were Quakers and 
their ini~iiigration began in the early 1720's. As a result of this settlement 
the Purchase Monthly Meeting was established on the 9 th  day of the 4th 
month 1725. The Purchase Meeting House was built in Rye Woods, a short 
distance south of the North Castle boundary near the Rye Ponds in 1727. 
This was to be the Meeting of the earliest Quaker settlers of North Castle. 

As more and more Quaker settlers pushed into the area between the 
Hudson and New Eiigland they spilled over into the West Patent. The min- 
utes of the Purchase Monthly Meeting for the lo th  day of the 8th month 
1745 reads as follows: 

"Whereas several Friends who lived [ in]  a called Shapiqua with- 
in the bound of North Cartle have continued for some considerable time to 
meet together at the house of Abel weeks3 and desire to have a meeting 
established amongst them the meeting therefore kaving considered thereof 
desires the approbation of the Quarterly Meeting for the same. " 

For some time the Meeting must have existed in homes, notably Abel 
Weeks's house, and as this small Meeting grew we find another entry in the 



Purchase Quarterly Meeting minutes. On the 4th day of the lo th  month 
1752, the Meeting acknowledged "that friends at Shapaqua requested n 

meeting house. Benjamin Birdsell, Anthony Field, Henry Franklin, Moses 
G i n b y  and John Clapp were appointed to view land and other conveniences" 
and direct "to allow for a house 20x26 feet with 18 footposts.': Richard 
Cornell, Abel Weeks and Moses Quinby were appointed "to employ work- 
men and carpenters to complete the work." This meeting house, the first 
in North Castle (now in New Castle), still stands on Quaker Road in Chappa- 
qua and is still in use to this day by the Chappaqua Meeting of  the Society of 
Friends. 

The preceediug paragraphs are included here for the purposes of histor- 
ical background as we shall now take up the subject of the meeting house at 
North Castle (Armonk), the origins of which are set forth here for the first 
time. 

The North Castle (Armonk) Meeting House 
There are a number of conflicting recitals in the Quaker records re- 

garding the organization of the North Castle Preparative Meeting and the 
building.of the meeting Bouse. 

The first date one finds is in this simple recital in the Purchase Monthly 
Meeting minutes: "that the North Castle meeting was allowed, as a meeting 
for worship in the 11 th month 1790.'' 

The Purchase Quarterly Meeting minutes recite on the 29th day of  the 
4th month 1796: "Purchase montltly meeting informs that a number of their 
members at and near North Castle have requested to be joined to Shapaqua 
Monthly Meeting." This matter was referred to the two monthly Meetings 
and approved by them. 

The next item of interest comes from the Purchase Monthly Meeting 
minutes which recites: "Hawin Jirrt been ailowed as n meeting for worship 
at the house of Isaac Cocks,'North Cactle Preparative Meeting war esta- 
blished by Purchase Monthly Meeting the 11th month 1796 by request of 
members." 

The 3rd, 5th month of 1797, Purchase Quarterly Meeting [minutes 
continue the s tor~:"Shapu~ua  Monthly Meeting to the meeting the 
settlement of a Meeting for Worship on the fourth da and a Preparative r Meeting at North Castle now held at Isaiah Quinby 's. A conalnittee was 
appointed to attend North Castle and report to the next Quarterly Meeting. " 

Znd, the 8th month 1797: "The committee reported that the meetings 
be established, both the meeting for worship and the preparative meeting. 
This was approved. " 

- North Castle Friends Proceed to Build - 
The Purchase Quarterly minutes now continue in a more exciting 

vein, !st the 11th month 1797: "Shapaqua Monthly Meeting proposed 
building o rneetitzg house at North k t l e  30 by 40 feet with twenty foot 
posts - estimated cost ESOO - deficient sum EZ3611Zs. A committee of 
Jonathan Nickerson, John Griffen Jr., loscph Quinby of Westchester, John 
Cornell, Thomas Vail and Isaac Hauiland was appointed with power to 
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allow the Friends of North Castle to proceed if the committee thought'it 
"gh t. " 

31st of  the 1st month 1798: "Friend> of A'o'orth Castle ars allowed to 
proceed irr providing nznterials for a house and building a house. " ..." I t  is de- 
sired that the M ~ n t h l y  Meeting will pay particuhr attention to theplnnning, 
seating etc. of the house. f i a t  it be con~enienL> and the Monthly Meetings 
ore requested to open si~bscriptionr and raise £263112~ the deficient sunr." 

Mr. A. Day Bradley, an eminent Friend and expert oil their history 
reveals when payi~ng for a meeting house the custom of the Friends was for 
the iocal Meeting to raise what they could, and the baiance was assessed to 
the constituent Monthly Meetings in the Quarterly Meeting. The assessment 
wai based on the number of  members in each Meeting and the ability to pay. 

?nd, 5th rnio!ntln 1798: Purchase Monthly Meetiing reports £9411 7s/3d 
raised and paid for North Castle Meeting House. 

lst,  8th inontl~ 1798: Shapaqua reports their share of the cost of  
North Castle Meeting House raised and paid. (Unfortunately the minutes 
do not give the amount.) 

31st, loth m o i ~ i l ~  1798: Oblong ilfonthly Meeting has not quite 
completed raising money for North Castle. 

30th, 1st month 1799: A~niawalk Montlily Meeting had raised £31111~ 
and Oblo~lg had completed their quota. (Minutes do not reveal Oblong's 
a~nount.) 

Here we have a wooderful record of the Meeting and the meeting 
house set down first hand by the people on the scene. However, there is one 
disconcerting and discordant fact! Ciir\red above the meeting house door is 
the date "Aug. 1776." 

Without the betiefit of the above research we have always accepted 
the date on the inleering house as correct. And when beginning this work I 
wondered at the twenty-two year discrepancy between the date on the house 
and the date on the deed to the T~.ustees of the Meeting. This research 
indicates the deed was executed and delivered at the time the lneetinghouse 
was connpleted in 1798. 

Dr. Nicholas Cerullo, wliose structural analysis of  the building follows 
this historical report, says that the date was carved with great care a long 
time ago. He and 1 both wonder if years after the house was built, the 
Meeting desired to date its construction, and the wrong date was cut by 
pure error. Alas, we shall probably never know how the wrong date was 
inscribed. 

The first land transaction we find reference to is an unrecorded deed 
recited in a later one.6 This unrecorded deed dated 28th of the 2nd month 
1798, Thomas Sands and Rachel his wife and John Sands and Mary his 
wife conveyed to Isaiah Quinby, John Carpenter, Benjamin Lane of North 
Castle, and Samuel Sands o f  Bedford as Trustees of the Chappaqua Monthly 
Meeting iin consideration of twenty paunds the land upon which the meeting 
house presently stands. The land, two acres in area, was described as "situated 
o n  the e a t  side of the hkhway leading from the aforesaidjohn Sands to the 
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Methodist Meeting House in the Town ofNorth Castle." 
In keeping with the customs of  the Friends the premises was again 

transferred on the 10th of the 10th month 1830 by Samuel Sands, Benjamin 
Lane, and John Carpenter (surviving trustees), t o  Stephen Lane, Robert 
Cocks and Henry L. Haight as trustees of the Chappaqua Monthly Meeting. 
This deed, also unrecorded, is recited in a later conveyance. 7 

-Conflicting Doctrines - 
Whether any othei significance is attached to this deed without ex- 

treme research into the Quaker records we cannot tell. It does come close 
after the great schism among the Friends which occurred in 1827. At that 
date the sect divided into two groups, the Orthodox and the Hicksites. This 
doctrinal difference literally tore apart the fabric of the Friends, and occa- 
sioned considerable bitterness in the various Meetings and even among the 
families in the Meetings. The Hicksites, led by a powerful Quaker preacher 
and ieader, Elias I-licks, held to Unitarian beliefs while the Orthodox es. 
poused Trinitarian doctrine and more evangelical participation. 

These great divergence of opinions struck the North Castle Preparative 
Meeting with full force as the Orthodox marched out of the Meeting and 
continued their own Meeting under the trees in Lhe meeting house yard. 
The larger group, the Hicksites, continued to carry on their Meeting inside 
the house. How long this sad state of affairs continued history does not 
record, but in nearby Purchase the split was so pronounced a second meeting 
house was built on the south side of  the meeting house lot and bothgroups 
worshipped under different roofs but side by side. 

It must be presumed that when cold weather set in tile Orthodox mern- 
bers of North Castie met in the homes of their members. 

- Chappaqua Meeting Determined North Castle's Destiny . 
It must also be remembered that the North Castle Meeting was a 

Preparative Meeting always attached t o  or amenable to the Chappaqua 
Monthly Meeting. The Preparative Meeting met for worship, discussed 
matters of business which could be sent to the Monthly Meeting for their 
action and determination, and elected delegates t o  represent their point of 
view to the Mollthiy Meeting. The Monthly Meeting, which usually had two 
Preparative Meetings under its jurisdiction, had final determination over all 
business, membership matters, and marriages. 

Tile title to the North Castle meeting house remained in the hands of 
the 1830 trustees for 39 years. When the Chappaqua Monthly Meeting 
realized all the trustees of the North Castle property were deceased but one, 
they voted that he convey the property to another set of trustees. According- 
ly on the 4th of the 6th mont l~  1869 in consideration of six cents Stephen 
G .  Lane, the only surviving trustee conveyed 2 acres "whereon stands the 
meeting house known ar the Friends Mee t in~  House at North C d e "  to 
Albert Tompkins, Town of Bedford, Charles Pierce, Town of Mt. Pleasant, 
Robert S. Haviland, Edward S .  Quinhy, Town of New Castle, trustees of 
the Chappaqua Monthly ~ e e t i n g . ~  A clause in the deed "subject to the 



dirfctioil of the Chappaqua illortthly Meetingi' indicates that perhaps the 
days of the meeting house were numbered. 

- Membership Declit~es - 
Tlie decline in the membership of the Friends and the rather close 

proximity of  the larger Meetings at Purchase and Chappaqua made the North 
Castle Preparative Meeting no longer necessary and the Meeting was laid 
down by resolutiott of  the Chappaqua Monthly Meeting on the 11th of the 
7th iilnnth 1872. 

The house became surplus property until the 11th day of  the 1st 
m o ~ t l i  1875 when the Chappaqua Meeting ordered tlie property sold. On 
the 1 1  th day of  the 2nd month 1875 the trustees Tompkins, Quinby, 
Havilatid and Pierce conveyed the property for $1,000 to William Cocks of 
Ossining. N . Y . ~  

Williani Cocks was a well known Friend and a produce dealer. He was 
the son of  Robert Cocks formerly of  North Castle later of  Somers, a former 
trustec of the Chappaqua Monthly Meeting. Whether he bought the build. 
ing fro111 seiitinieilt or specitlatioil we cannot tell; however he died Nov- 
elither 27. 1879 owning the meeting house atid the property. On March 24, 
1881 his executors conveyed the pre~ilises to his widow Sarah Cocks. Mrs. 
Cocks coliti~ii!ed to hold tile premises until April 28, 1898 when she sold 
tlie satiie to Susan S. Purdy. 

Susai S. I'urdy atid lier liusbaiiil. .ludsoti W. Purdy, a prominent car- 
penter atid builder, lived on the property until January 15, 1910 when they 
sold io Ida Mead. 011 June 6, 191 1 Miss Mead sold the meeting house p r o p  
city to John Magee ofwatkins, N.Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Magee had purchased the adjoining premises to the 
norrh and east consistiiig of  40  acres iroin Phyllis Davenport in March of 
1910 and the idler transaction was to square off the acreage and protect 
their country horne. Joluti Magee came to Ariilonk from the Watkilis Glen 
area of New York, a millionaire due to the foresight o f  his grandfather who 
was early on the scene both in coal and railroading. 10 

On October 3, 1919 the Magees sold the property toThomas Barnard 
and his sister Sarah Lyon. Mr.  Barnard lived in Montana, but his sister Mrs. 
Lyon lived on the property until November 25, 1927 when she sold the 
premises to Mr. and Mrs. George S. Leisure who have made a country home 
lhcre ever since. 

- Alterations Over The Years - 
Over the years the meeting house has been altered considerably, 

especially the first floor which has been rearranged to accommodate a 
carriage house and farming activities. A second floor was added for storage 
and loft purposes. The author is of the opinion that probably the Cocks's 
or inore likely Judson Purdy first altered the building for farming purposes. 

Through his fifty years of ownership Mr. Leisure has made rather 
extensive repairs, reroofing and refurbishing in order to keep the ancient 
building from deterioration. Our Society is greatly indebted and thankful 
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t o  Mr. Leisure for  his  interest and  cooperation in granting the commit tee  

under  Dr .  Cerullo's direction permission to en t e r  h is  premises and  clamber 
over t h e  en t i re  meet ing  house  t o  undertake this impor tan t  s t udy  which  

follows i n  this issue. O u r  Society dso wishes to thank  Dr .  Cerullo and  his  
commi t t e e  for the i r  interest and  great expendi ture  o f  t ime in  bringing us 
this extensive s t udy  about  o n e  o f  the  oldest  s tructures standing in ou r  com- 
muni ty .  

FOOTNOTES: 

1. The West Patent of  North Castle was granted by King William 111 through John 
Nanfan the Lieutenant Governor of the Province of New York to Robert Walters, 
and others on Fcb. 14, 1701. This great tract consisted of all the land bounded 
"northerly by the manor of Cortlandt with Bedford line of three miles square 
with the White Fields and Byram River, southerly by the land of John Harrisson 
Rye line stretching to Byram River aforesaid and the white plaines and westerly 
by Broncks river and tile manor of Phillipsburgh." Tlie grantees in this deed, ten 
in number, were the original patentees of the western part of North Castle. 

2. References to Nortli Castle in this article prior to 1791 could indicate being 
located in the present Town of New Castle, as with the Chappaqua Meeting. 
The Town of New Castle was set of f  as a separate town from North Castle by 
Chapter 36 of the Lawsof 1791, effective March 18, 1791. 

3. Abel Weeks was evidently one of the earliest Friends in North Castle. He lived 
for a time near Hallock's (Sands') Mills as in the second town minutes of April 
5, 1737 one finds "A vote. As consent for John Naliock to build a mill on 
Womposes brook near Abel Weeks." He removed to the Chappaqua area and 
settled on a farm of 9 0  acres which he purchased from Benjamin Smith, Caleb 
Fowler and Joseph Sutton. As his proportionate share of the money to pur- 
chase the rights of the patentees, undoubtedly this liouse was the site of the 
beginnings of tibe Quaker Meetings in North Castle (Chappaqua) which led to 
tho gathering recognized by the Purchase Monthly Meeting in 1745. 
Mrs. Frances Cook Lee, the Historian of New Castle, hns permitted the use of 
her nates for this article, which shows that Abel Weeks was born at Musketa 
Cove in 1715 and removed to North Castle circa 1720 with his father James 
Weeks. liis father was a bricklayer and mason and the family settled near 
Wampus Pond where they farmed. His father conveyed 54 acres to Abel which 
accounts for the recirnl in tile town minutes for 1737. He married the 23rd of 
the 12th month 1738 Mary Ireland and had several children. He removed to 
Cllappaqua and acquired the farm above which Mrs. Lee reports today is at tile 
junction of Wolf Hill and Roaring Brook Roads. Local historians believe the 
present house of Arthur Murtl~a sits on the foundation (circa 1730) of Abel 
Weeks'house. Abcl was living in 1782 when he conveyed the premises to his 
son James Weeks. James's son Jesse finally sold tlie family lam, to Lewis Hunt, 
who erected a larger house on the farm. Abel was not only a prominent Friend 
but held various town offices in North Castle. 

4. lsaac Cock and the location of his house: The author has made a search for ihe 
location of Isaac Cock's house and can find no recorded deed or mortgage 
which gives a clue as to property in North Castle. The position of his name in 
tlte I790 census could plnee the house near Mile Square (Armonk center) be- 
tween the llollses of Gilbert Thorn and Israel Townsend (between the present 
Willow Inn to the beginning of Old MI. Kisco Rd.). The census also shows 
living adjacent to Isaac, his brother George. Tllese brothels were the sons of 
Josiall Cock, born Piping Rock, L.I. 1709, died North Castle 1766. The ex- 
cellellt Cock Gencology shows lsaac Cock was born at Buckram. L.I. 1741; 
died Mt. Pleasant, Westchoster County 1827; married Charity Nnight. He left 
1 0  children (as the 1790 census shows). All of Isaac's children left North 
Ca-tle for other homes in Westchcstei, western New York and Michigan etc. 



Isaac's sister Elizabeth married Joshlra Cock (1755-18281, wllo also lived 
nearby in North Castle. T1,oir son Robert (1787-1866). a later trustee of the 
Meeting, married Pilebe Carpenter and was the falltcr of William Cock who 
purcl~ased the meeting house in 1872. This Cock family has completely de- 
parted from our town. The present Cocks-COX family descends from Josiah's 
second cousin Rees Cock who arrived in North Castle in 1784. 

5. Isaiah Quinby (1749.1814) son o f  Moses and Jane (Pell~am) Quinby (Moses 
was the fitst North Castle Town Clerk (1736-1742), lived on a land estate up- 
wards of  300 acres around the shores of Wnmptts Pond. (The house stood 
approximately where the County Park parking lot is today.) This property 
oescended to him from his grandfatl~er Josiah Quinby, wllo purchased of the 
right of John Cliolwell one of  the original patentees of the West Patent. He 
was a third generation Quaker. Josial~ before removing to North Castle was 
active in the West Chester and Mamaroneck Meetings. Note: His father Moses 
was on the committee to locate the Chappaqua meeting lhouse. Isaiah was a 
prosperous farmer and raised large quantitics of sheep. He married 1793 Mary 
Underhill. They had seven children. He died I814 leaving young children whicll 
his widow brought up. Slic died in 1824. Their two sons Moses 1. (1794-1843) 
and Isaiah (1795-1853) were both prominent Friends. Moses was amerchant in 
New York City and held public office in North Castle. Isaial? farmed the ancestral 
acres at Wampus. All mentioned in this footnote, except .losiali, are buried in the 
ancient Quinby cemetery on tile south shore of Wnrnpus Pond. (Mrs. Louise 
Zavras o f  k m o n k  is a direct descendant of the two Isaiah Qainbys.) 

6. Liber 888  of Deeds page 425. Rec. 2-24.1875. Trustees of tlte Cllappaqua 
Monthly Meeting to Cocks. 

7. Liber 888 of Deeds page 425. 

8. Liber 718 of  Deeds page 4. 

9. Liher 888  of Deeds page 425. 

10. The author believes that John and Florence Magee lived in this house while they 
were building their magnificent estate "Wampus" on Warnpus Mountain over- 
looking WampuS Pond. This house and outbuildings are no longer standing but 
were located on the property of the late Lawionce Labriola. 

11. Other deeds recited llerein can be found in 1.ibcr 996 page 69, Liher 1490 
page 63, Liber 1900 page 131, Liber 1954 page 87, Libcr 2319 page 217, Liber 
2814 page 337. 
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