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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, 
Having completed my first full year as President, I feel great admiration 

and appreciation for all who participated in the events and accomplishments of 
the Society. The dedication of many of you made this an outstanding year! 

Included in our active schedule at Smith's Tavern was a series of rotating 
displays. Last spring we featured nineteenth century clothing; in the fall we dis- 
played antique clocks and watches, and the year closed with the popular display 
of antique dolls and dollhouses. This spring marked the opening of our current 
exhibit, "The Indians -. Our Native Americans" featuring Indian artifacts from 
across this township and general area. Over two thousand school children and 
adults have toured these exhibits and visited the permanent Thorne Collection of 
early household utensils and farm implements on view upstairs in the Tavern. 

Our Christmas Open House and memhership programs have been enjoyed 
by many. Special educational programs have been conducted for grade schooi, 
junior high and high school classes at the requests of teachers. 

Both our first and second Annual Antique Shows (sponsored each April) 
were great cultural and financial successes. The Cominunity Garage Sale last 
October not only produced revenue for the Society but encouraged cleanups of  
many attics and basements. It will he repeated this October. 

The future offers a great challenge to all of us: the restoration of  our be- 
loved headquarters, Historic Smith's Tavern. The Restoration Fund Committee 
has been appointed to commence the mammoth task of fund raising t o  enable 
us to restore several rooms in the Tavern to the period of the 1790's when Capt. 
John Smith bought [us Tavern. Thus, all school children in North Castle and sur- 
rounding areas will be able to learn firsthand about the lifestyles of  that early 
period in our history. 

As always, we are pleased to present our newest issue 0.f North Castle w, which records and preserves various segments of our township's past. 
Some of our history has been lost forever, slipping away so easily. Hopefully 
these present recordings of earlier times and memorable events will arouse or 
renew appreciation of our heritage, and preserve what we know for future 
generations. 

Only with a strong and enthusiastic membership can we accomplish the 
many tasks before us. We invite you t o  be an active part of all that the future 
holds for The North Castle Historical Society and its headquarters, Historic 
Smith's Tavern. Thank you. 

O / Sincerelv. . . 
fw@2 (Mrs. William @W J .  Watson) 

President 



ARMONK'S A D V E N T U R E  in  AVIATION 

by Barbara S. Massi 

In the early days of aviation a certain breed of men brought to the skies 
a pioneering spirit of adventure and daring that had not been experienced 
since the prairie schooners and Conestoga wagons trecked across our western 
frontier. 

Lured by the challenge of conquering the unknown those early aviators 
took to the skies from any available pasture or flatland that was long enough 
to act as a runway. Some of those "runways" would eventually become 
airports --one of which began in Armonk. 

****** 
The site of the old Westchester (Armonk) Airport --now partially covered 

by the new Route 22, a motel, a stable, and several businesses -- is no longer 
distinguishable,' but in its heyday barnstorming, stunt flying, parachuting, 
weekend plane rides and flying lessons were some of the activities that attracted 
pilots and visitors alike to this popular country airport. 

The property on which the airport was situated lies opposite MacDonald 
Avenue along Bedford Road (now Old Bedford Rd.)? Some of the buildings that 
stood on either side of that quarter-mile stretch are still standing while others, 
including the hangars, are gone --victims of the highways that engulfed the area 
in the 1960's.~ 

Even before the farmland belonging to Frederick ~ c h r n a l i n ~ ~  became an 
airstrip the village of Armonk was a well known landmark passed through by 
many travelers who would stop at the roadside stands, markets, and sucheating 
places as the Log cabin.' An excerpt from the North Castle Sun of October 10, 
U s t a t e s :  

"Last Sunday represented the largest crowd of visitors to  this section seen 
here this year. And the week, too, has witnessed scores of thousands going to 
the Danbuy  Fair. In brief Armonk is crucially located and the human herd is 
certain to increase as the years PO bv. Mark the orowkecv. " (Underscoring added.) 

- T h e  Beginning - 
The era was launched in a field surrounded by an apple orchard and corn- 

field in 1925 when Clifford ~ a ~ t o n , ~  who was using that flat part of Schmaling's 
property as a landing strip, began a barnstorming business venture of giving 
plane rides and lessons in his Curtiss "Jenny" biplane.7 Later, in October 1925, 
the Curtiss was wrecked in a crash in Danbury that did not seriously injure 
Payton or his passenger, Harry Williams of ~ r m o n k , ~  who, according to the 
North Castle newspaper, stated that the next time he would "go up above the 
earth" it would be in his "heavenly nightshirt." 

Early in 1926 Payton bought a Waco biplane and resumed his flying busi- 
ness from Schmaling's property landing in fields near various towns to give rides 
and exhibitions or to deposit and pick up passengers desiring to use this new 
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The Log Cabin in the early 1930's, from a collection of copies in the possession of The 
Nortlk Castle Historical Society. (Photographer unknown.) 

A vegetable stand in the early 1930's located at the intersection of Routes 128 and 22 
where the Shell Station and Kent Place are today). From the collection of photographsof 
Armonk by Constantino Filardi. 



Clifford Payton (light) with his daughter, Irene, in front of Payton's first plane, the 
curtiss "Jenny" biplane in 1925, probably taken at Curtiss Field, Mineola, L.I. Stewart 
Chadwick (left) taught Payton to fly. It is said that in the beginning Payton and others 
were landing in a pasture in Greenwich (near Armonk). Pictu~e courtesy of Mrs. Russell 
Carpenter (formerly Mrs. Clifford Payton), of Cleanvater, Florida. 

Clifford Payton in his second plane, the Waco. Picture on loan from Mrs. Russell Car. 
penter. 



A Waco biplane said to belong to  a noted flyer who stopped in Armonk overnight. 
Although the registration number is clear (2176) oniy a research trip to Oklahoma 
City (the F.A.A. records) can tell us who it belonged to (a phone call was insufti- 
cient). Tlle picture was taken around 1925-27 by Frances (Mahoncy) Bamhace, 
whose family lived on Bedford Rd. Notice Ule large C6 on the fuselage (Payton 
had a C9 on his). This was a Connecticut registration number (N.Y. did not regis- 
ter planes at that time). 'Ille barn was located near the center of the flat. Hay and 
apples were stored in it. It was taken down when the airfield was expanded. 

mode of transportation. Occasionally pilot friends of Payton's would fly into 
Armonk for a visit, for the common bond would inevitably bring them together. 

Local residents recall Payton as a very handsome and congenial fellow 
who could put on quite an impressive performance in the air, his maneuvers and 
stunts amazing residents and vis~tors as they watched him soar through the air. 
And for those who dared venture into the sky with him a plane ride would cost 
$5.00 which included, if requested, flying low over a local passenger's home. On 
those occasions he would forego the stunt flying, unless it was requested. 

What is reportedly the first plane crash in Armonk occurred in June, 1927 
when Payton's overloaded plane could not gain enough power at  take off and 
crashed in an apple orchard behind the Log Cabin. No one was seriously injured 
and the plane was only slightly damaged. The passengers -- two parachutists -- 
were on their way to jump over Central Park as a stunt to enhance Charles 
Lindbergh's New York City welcome-home celebration, and the heavy para- 
chutes caused the overload. 

Clifford Payton's passenger flights and barnstorming days were numbered 
however, for six weeks later on Tuesday evening, July 26, 1927 while doing 
loops over Armonk in a Waco biplane belonging to David Peabody of Green- 
wich? he and his student, Albert Treadwell of White Plains, were killed when, 
according to witnesses, a wing collapsed at an altitude of about 1,000 feet. The 
plane began an earthward plunge turning over and over until it nosedived into an 
area just off Bedford Road not far from the field (in the area of 1-684 today). 
The popular local aviator would have been 28 years of age in ten days. Treadwell 



David Peabody's Woco before irnd aft1.r Payton's fatal  crash. Pictures courtesy o f  
George Coupe. 

would have been 2') in a rew months. Dave Peabody witnessed rhe tragedy and 
was one of the first t o  reach the site.' Tlie fatal crasli was the first but not  the 
last to occur during the 40 year history of the airport. 

- The Airport Grows - 
Although Clifford Payton was a pioneer in aviation and the man who 

created the airport, the enterprise he began by no  means ended with his death. 
By October 1. 1927 Daniel Barrett of  Rye, N.Y., who was in the process of buy- 
ing the property from Schmaling was busy converting the airstrip into an airport 
as we see in the North Castle Sun o f D k u b l J E L  

"During the pact week three tructorr uvrd a lurgc force of inen have been 




















































