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SANDS' MILLS 
MAJOR ANDRE 

The West Point Connection 



The w r t h  Ca~tZc t(e~toiJca~' society 
Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Dear Friends, 

There is something very special about our Society, andI think it is the 
warmth andpleasum of the  friendships formed here at Historic Smith's Tavern. 
With each task, with eachfundraising effort and with each challenge, we con- 
tinue to see and feel wonderfMl camaraderie which keeps spreading. Let us con- 
tinue to accomplish our work with such good fellowship. And do ask your 
friends to join us. 

Many visitors have enjoyed our rotating displays; the building has had 
many improvements including new exterior paint, a new heating system, new 
supports and a new gas hot water heater; and our are moving ahead. 

This fall we will begin our townwide Restoration Fund Appeal. You 
will receive a brochure telling about the restoration and inviting you to be a 
part of this effort to restore some of the rooms to the period of the 1790's 
when Captain John Smith purchased his Tavern. 

We look forward to a veryexcitingperiod in the life of  Historic Smith's 
Tavern, and we want you to be apart of it. Thank you. 

-. Sincerely, 

(Mrs. William J. Watson) 
President 



S A N D S '  M I L L S  
by Richard N. Lander 

A reprint from The Westchester County Historical Bulletin, Vol. 
28, No. 4, October 1952. - 

Every reader of the history of Westchester County has been short and 
scattered references to Sands' Mills. These are especially concerned with the 
well known and now well told story relating to Major Andre, yet there is 
hardly aline in print regarding the Mills and their importance to the life story 
of a portion of the Town of North Castle. Here lived and wrought the Quinby, 
Hallock, Latting, Sands, Carpenter, and Knowlton families. Therefore, with 
only a brief glance at the famed British spy, this article will trace the hitherto 
unwritten description of the Mills covering two centuries. 

The story begins on "April ye 5th 1737" at the second annnalTown 
Meeting held by the people of the infant Township of North Castle. After 
electing Gearge Dennis as Supervisor and Moses Quinby as Town Clerk as 
well as several minor officials there was "a vote as consent forJohn Hallock 
to build a mill on Wampuses Brook near Abel Weeks." French's County 
History states, "John Hallock, a skilled millright, began systematically to ac- 
quire water rights along the streams in Westchester County that has sufficient 
fall to admit of erecting dams and using the ponded water to drive mills at 
suitable sites. This man, with his associates, built many mills in various parts 
of this and adjoining counties. Around these mills grew up thrifty settlements, 
the mill serving as the nucleus; the grocery, the tavern and blacksmith shop 
following as a natural sequence - within the space of eighteen months (of the 
Town's grant) the dam 'across Wampus Brook' was finished and the mill in 
successful operation. The overshot water wheel with its buckets furnished 
the power for three hoppers and as many stones. These were large cumber- 
some discs and at a stated interval were 'lifted'and theirgrooves cleaned and 
deepened!' 

This particular mill site, a vcry successful one, was in that portion of 
the West Patent of North Castle known as "The Mile Square" - an area of 
more than 600 acres lying between the west and middle branches of the 
Byram River. The land was claimed ky Josiah Quinby, and sundry persons 
who had made purchases from him, as his share of the one twentieth of the 
Patent and one half the right of John Cholwell one of the original patentees. 
Perhaps John Hallock, the Quaker miller, purchased his land from Quinby 
but the record is missing. However, it is believed that Hallock was living near 
the mill site having come to North Castle in the great Quaker migration 
across the Long Island Sound previous to 1730. 

Such was the beginning of one of the oldest mills in Northern Westches- 
ter and of a business which was to last over one hundred and sixty years. In 
addition to his grist mill, John Hallock built a still which perhaps amply 
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supplemented his income. Whether he added the saw mill is not known but it 
existed in 1790 when the first record of deed trai~sactions are available. 111 
assigning Highway Masters to their districts, numerous references appear in 
the early Town Records to "Hallocks Mill", "Hallocks Mill Still" and to 
"Mill Brook." 

For exactly twenty years the inill was run by John Hallock. He was a 
descendant of Peter Hallock who, according to tradition, landed at Southold 
on Long Island about 1640 with twelve others. They were members of a 
Presbyterian Church at Hingham, Norfolk County, England and wore ac- 
companied by their pastor, the Rev. John Youngs. William Hallock, the 
only son of Peter by his first wife who had died in England, was born in 
1610, married Margaret Howell and died at West Mattituck, Long Island, in 
1684. His son, John Hallock the First, borh 1658, married Abigail Swazey 
about 1678. She was a Quakeress and with her husballd was active in the 
Society of Friends at Setauket, despite the displeasures of her father-in-law. 
Their son, John Hallock the Second, mixried about 1700, became a preacher 
of the Setauket Friends Meeting and died there in 1765. John Hallock the 
Third was born at Setauket 1710, removed to North Castle and married 
Martha Quinby at the Purchase Meeting in 1731. To the couple were born 
eight children. 

The proprietor of Ilallock's Mills made his will in March 1757 - proved 

The barn wllere Major John Andre was detained in section at left. (See s t o w  on Major 
Andre following this article). Picture coultesy Richard N. Lander. 



April 29th of that same year - ordering all his estate to be sold at "Public 
Vendue" and the proceeds divided among his wife and six surviving children - 
John, James, Daniel, Samuel, Martha and Phebe. The younger children were 
to receive their legacies when they married "provided they many amongstand 
according to the order of friendr. " 

After the Hallock Estate auction we have the only break in the contin- 
uity in ownership of theMil1 and the surrounding property.* It isthe theory 
of the author that theMiU was purchased by William Latting or, perhaps, by 
his father for we find members of that family next in title. They must have 
lived nearby and one of them, Caleb Latting, was a witness to John Hallock's 
will. Unfortunately lacking is detailed information as to the ownership of the 
Mill and the surrounding property when Major Andre - the prisoner of 
Paulding, Williams and Van Wart - was delivered to Lt. Col. Jameson on 
September 23, 1780. Possibly it was then called Latting's Mill but the mili- 
tary record 'designation is only North Castle. 

Closeup of section of barn where Major Andre was detained. 

*New information has been uncovered since this article was written in 1952. See Mr. 
Lander's Addenda at the end of this article. 



Perhaps at this point we might pause to trace the early settlement at 
the Mills. Col. Jameson undoubtedly chose this place in North Castle as his 
headquarters because it was the first settlement of any size in front of the 
American lines. The original community in the valley which now comprises 
Ar~nonk, according to Barrett and I-lortonin their chapter on North Castlein 
Scharfs county history, "was a mile 6 r t h e r  up  the Warnpus Brook at  
Hallock's Mills." Here the Quakers held their meetings as early as 1742 and 
later erected their meeting house. Town records indicate that Aaron Foreman 
"blacksmith" was also nearby. By 1780 a hamlet of importance had been 
established. 

In one of its small buildings - later used as part of a barn and a carpen- 
ter shop - not more than one hundred feet from the original mill, Andre 
was housed. But a story has persisted through the years that he was bound 
for part of the time to a large black walnut tree. Its trunk, when it was 
felled about one hundred years ago, furnished several pieces of  furniture 
for the use of a local family. Be this as it may, the blundering Lt. Col. 
Jameson and the intrepid Major Tallmadge discussed with some heat the dis- 
posal of their prisoner and decided the fate of the nation by sending the spy 
not back to General Amold involved in intrigue at West Point, but to Col. 
Sheldon's headquarters at South Salem. 

By the year 1790 the Mill was the property of William Latting. This 
family, although its residence in North Castle was of relatively short dura- 
tion, had nn interesting and typical history. From England they landed at  
Boston, then t o  Concord, to Fairfield and across to Long Island at Latting 
town. Here in Westchester for a time and then to Pleasani Valley in 
Dutchess County where they lived for generations. On October 16, 1790 
William and Sarah Latting conveyed to Thomas Sands "one hundred and 
twenty acres o f  land m d  all the buildings and mills on  the same - situated 
in the Town o f  North Castle." With this purchase began a seventy year 
tenure by various members of the Sands family. During that period the 
community about the Mill grew to its greatest extent. At least two genera- 
tions of Sands, Carpenters and Bowroi~s grew up, intermarried and had great 
influence on the Mill property and the surrounding countryside. 

The ancester of the Sands family was Capt. James Sandys, a native 
of Reading in the County of Berkshire, who migrated to Plymouth, Massa- 
chusetts Bay Colony, in 1658. Two years later with fifteen others, he 
purchased Block Island from the Indians. His wife was Anne Walker of 
Rhode island and he died in 1695 aged seventy-three years. His second son, 
~ a m e s ,  born 1673, removed to Sands Point on Long Island, married Sarah 
Cornell of Cow Neck and died in 1731. Othniel Sands, the oldest son of this 
marriage, was horn in 1699, married Susanna Lang of Oyster Bay, removed 
to Bedford 1746 and was a proprietor of "BedfordNew Purchase" where he 
died 1757. His eldest son, Caleb, was born 1727, married Penniah Owen in. 
1756 and removed to North Castle. Thomas Sands, the fifth son of Caleb, 
was the purchaser of the Mills and gave his name to that locality. 
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On the day of the purchase, Thomas Sands and Rachel his wife, de- 
livered a purchase moriey mortgage to Jacob Latting for the sum of 7?2pds. 
Within the 124 acre tract was a twenty acre woodlot lying on the west side of 
Wainpus Pond and with that property went the privilege of raising Wampus 
Pond "together with all and singular the houses, bams, mills, dams, ponds, 
water, water courses, stream of water and with all manner of appurtenances 
whatsoever the same belonging." The mortgage was discharged on December 
17,1795. 

In 1794 Thomas Sands had sold the Mill and property to his younger 
brother, John. Like its forerunner this deed is not of record. John Sands in 
his early years was a blacksmith - according to an account book found be- 
neath the flooring of the Mill at the time of its demolition one hundred years 
later - but he took to milling with great zeal and added to the thriving busi- 
ness an oil mill, a fulling mill and a yarn factory. For the next thirty-seven 
years he managed the varied enterprises. He was a man of respect and in- 
fluence in the community and for those times was considered wealthy. An 
active member of the Society of Friends, he also served as Township Over- 
seer of the Poor 1812-13 and Impounder and Appraiser of Damages from 
1813 to 1814. The nearby commodius residence, always referred to as "The 
Mansion House," was built by him in 1809. 

At his death - October 10, 1831 - aged sixty-five years, he left his 
wife, the former Mary Hall, six sons - Thomas, James, Benjamin, Job, 
William M. and John Jr. -and three daughters - Hannah Quinby, Mary Jane 
Bowron, and Elizabeth H. Sands. His will, dated the 26th of 1st Month 1831, 
directed his executors - Benjamin, John and Job Sands - to sell his estate 
and to place $1,000 of the proceeds at  interest for the benefit of his widow 
during her lifetime while the rest of his estate was to be divided into eight 
equal parts -each of his six sons to have one share, to his daughter Elizabeqh 
one share .and one share to be divided between his daughter Mary and the 
children of his daughter Hannah. On December 13, 1831 the will was ad. 
mitted to probate and the efforts of the executors to carry out their father's 
wishes resulted in this notice from the columns of The Westchester Spy.' 

FARM AND MILLS FOR SALE 
By v i r t ~ e  of the power and authority contained in the Will of  

John Sands deceased and undersigned, executors of said deceased, will 
sell at public vendue, on the 13th of the 3rdMonth next, the farm and 
mills, late the property o fJohn  Sands, deceased, situated in the Town 
of Northcastle - about thirty lsix miles from the City of  New York, a- 
bout twelve miles from Sawpit Landing, and about the same distance 
from Tarrytown of Sing Sing. Said farm contains about one hundred 
and sixty acres of excellent land, suitably divided into meadow, timber, 
pasture and plough land, with very good orchards. There is on said 
premises three good dwelling houses, barns, cow-houses and other out 
buildings. The mills which are on a durable stream of water consist of 
a @st mill with an extensive custom, a saw mill, oil mill, fulling mill, 
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carding machines, with the necessary machinery for manufacturing 
broadclothes, satinets &c. The above property will be sold altogether 
or divided to  suit purchasers. For further particulars enquire of  John 
Sands jr. town of Greenwich - Connecticut or o f l o b  Sands on the 
premises. 

John Sands Jr. 
Job Sands 

Executors of  John Sands deceased 
North Castle, 1st month 31st day 1832 

At the ensuing auction the Executors sold for $4,500-the major portion 
of the estate to their brother, William M. Sands. Included was the main parcel 
of the farm containing sixtysix acre$ "on which are standing the Mamion 

The John Sands house built circa 1812, stood at the corner of High Street and today's 
Greenway Road facing Greenway which was not there at the time. Notice High Street 
to the left of the picture. Courtesy Richard N. Lander. 

House, the Grist Mill, Saw Mill, Fulling Mill, Oil Mill, Dye House, Weave 
Shop, pond and dams." Also there was the woodlot, west of Wampus Pond, 
in the Town of New Castle. The deed concludes with the following recital: 
"Also all right, title and interest of which the saidlohn Sands had at the time 
of his death in and to the waters of the aforesaid pond called Wampuses 
Pond situated in the Towns of North Castle andNew Castle and all the lands 
















































