The Brundage Blacksmith Shop around 880 when it was on the ea

side of the Danbury Post Road

Vol. B N

Published by The North Castle Historical Society 1981

THE BRUNDAGE BLACKSMITH SHOP THE BRIARCLIFF AUTOMOBILE RACE



The North (astle Historical Society

Bedford Road, Armonk, New York 10504

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear Members and Friends of The North Castle Historical Society,

April 6, 1981 marked the 10th Anniversary of the First Annual Meet-
ing of The North Castle Historical Society.

We have come a long way in 10 years, achieving extraordinary success
i1 4 remarkably short time. Our annual publication “North Castle History”
is a masterpiece of vivid local history that will endure for decades; our historic
Smith's Tavern provides us with a magnificent headquarters and museum;
our numerous educational programs enhance the curriculum in many area
schools; our annual Antiques Show is well knoun throughout the northeastern
United States, and our Annual Community Garage Sale is an evenTthat brings
out the whole town.

All of these efforts could not be accomplished without the help of
many people: foresighted and effective officers and trustees, loyal and help ful
members, generous corporations, and an enthusiastic and supportive commu-

nity,

What an auspicious decade we've had! And the rewarding efforts and
fun are not over. In addition to our present fund drive to restore Smith’s
Tavern, plans are underway to return the old Brundage Blacksmith Shop to
the Tavern property, and the Armonk Lion’s Club has generously pledged
up to $16,000 out of this year’s Fol-de-Rol receipts to effectuate its transfer
and restoration. More monies will be needed for this as well as the restoration
of Smith’s Tavern.

As we begin the second decade of our existence I call upon all of you,
including the children, to participate actively with us so that we may fulfull

our primary goal - to preserve and perpetuate our heritage for future genera-
tions.

Sincerely,

Orestes ]ihal'y, Sr.



THE BRUNDAGE BLACKSMITH SHOP

by Doris Finch Watson
Richard N. Lander
Barbara S. Massi

“The Village Blacksmith,” written by Henry Wadsworth Longfeliow
in the Nineteenth Century, begins: “Under a spreading chestnut-tree the
village smithy stands . . .”" The words reflect an era when the local black-
smith shop was an essential part of every hamlet, village and town across
the land. With his anvil, hammer and forge the blacksmith played a vital
role in the growth, independence and prosperity of our young nation as he
halped to “shape” America’s future.

— The Blacksmith and His Art —

The story of the Brundage Blacksmith Shop is only one chapter in the
saga of the American blacksmith. To many people, the old-time blacksmith
was a burly man who spent his working day shoeing horses. Actually, he
was a jack-of-all-iron-trades and as important to colonial endurance as he
was to the well-being of the horse.’

Far beyond his work as a farrier, the blacksmith spent his long work-
ing day forging — or hammering — red-hot iron into a great variety of tools
and household items including: axes and adzes, hoes, sickles, scythes, plow
blades, kettles, weathervanes, andirons, wheel parts, nails, latches and
beautiful wrought iron gates and hinges. Ladies Sometimes requested
special flower stands, kitchen utensils and fireplace implements. The
blacksmith not only fashioned pieces, he was also called upon to repair any-
thing made of iron. Many artifacts fashioned long ago remain today as
testimony 1o the blacksmith’s skill.

- Blacksmith Shops in North Castle —

Old maps®* and records of the mid-1800's indicate that there were
several biacksmith shops in the Town of North Castle,

In Banksville, blacksmith and wheebwright Henry Sension had two
shops across the street from where today’s LaCremaillere Restaurant is
located.® At the other end of North Castle, in the Village of Kensico (now
under the Kensico Reservoir), stood the Benjamin F. Carpenter Black-
smith Shep and along side it his wheelwright {wagon) shop.* In the central
part of the township the blacksmith shops included one at Sands’ Mills on
Cox Avenue where Benjamin Creemer rented his shop from J.B. Carpen-
ter;* another, across and just below Smith’s Tavern, was the James Edward
Stivers Shop, predecessor of the Brundage Blacksmith Shop. On the Dan-
bury Post Road {now Route 22), quite a distance west of where Middle
Patent Road joins it, stood a shop believed to have been operated by Hiram
Remington. William H. Creemer (brother of Benjamin, above), who
arrived in North Castle about 1850, also spent some time as a smithy on his



farm at the corner of the present Creemer and Green Valley Roads.’ There
were others in North Castle over the years, but the most enduring and best
remembered was the Brundage Blacksmith Shop.

~ The History of the Brundage Shop —

The origins of the Brundage Blacksmith Shop are lost and shrouded in
the mists of the past, and it is unfortunate that no trace or tradition has
come down to us of the builder’s name or the date of its erection. A study of
early maps, deeds, and family recollections, however, reveals that its
original location was on the southeast corner of the Danbury Post Road
where it turned south toward Connecticut and White Plains (see map).

Adding to the mystery of the shop’s origin is a dated stone which seems
to have remained with the shop through the years. It is a diamond-shaped
piece of hard granite, with the year 1829 carved across it. Traces of mortar
on the back attest to the fact that at one time it was fastened to another
stone — Jeading to the speculation that it was onee a corner stone. One can
only guess where it might have stood.

We do know that in 1851 the blacksmith shop was being operated by
James Edward Stivers on property owned by the Brundage family. Stivers
also owned and operated a wheelwright shop across the street on his own
property on the southwest corner of the Danbury Post Roead.

It seems evident that Stivers operated both shops until his death on
February 17, 1870, at which time Maurice Brundage, who was probably
Stivers’ apprentice, became the proprietor at the young age of eighteen.

In 1875 Maurice bought three acres with a small house® and the wheel-
wright shop from the family of J.E. Stivers. To this little house he took his
bride and began raising a family. In 1888 he purchased a larger house and
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eighteen acres® across Bedford Road (Route 22) and moved his family
there, siill retaining ownership of the smaller honse and three acres. At
some point — apparently after the death of his father, Harrison Brundage
in 1891 — he moved the blacksmith shop across the street to his three acre
parcel,

- Maurice operated the blacksmith shop until his death in 1905 after
which his sons Harry Maurice, and James Chester, who had apprenticed to
their father, continued to run the shop. Although “Chester” eventually left
the business, Harry operated the shop until his death in 1554.

A vear later the shop and twe of the three acres were sold to Benjamin
Marx, a local pharmacist, who rented the building to various businesses
until 1965 after which it was taken down.

{For a more detailed history of the Brundage Blacksmith Shop, see
Documentary Account and Family Genealogies in the Addendum follow-
ing this article.)
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. Smith’s Tavern

. Brundage farmhouse

. Original site of blacksmith shop

+ Maurice Brundage’s house bought 1875

. Site of the blacksmith shop when moved
across the Danbury Post Rd.

, Wheelwright (wagon) shop

. Maurice Brundage’s second house
bought 1888

8. School District No.4 schoot house (now

veterinarian )
Drashes indicate new road
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Maurice Brundage's fitst house bought in 1875.

Maurice Brundage’s second house bought 1888, Picture, c. 1889, shows Harry Brundage
ith his grandmother Clark on left and his mother, Lizzie.

at about age 10 w





















































































